
 
 

World Literature II 
ENGLISH 234 (Honors) 

 
 
 

Instructor's Office: Comer 200 C.  
Office hours:  Monday 2-5,  T& Th 1-2:30. 
 
English 234 Syllabus Statement  Control over the resources of the English language and knowledge of the 
symbolic structures of literature are vital to liberal arts inquiry.  World literature invites consideration of 
basic questions at the heart of liberal study: what is it to be human?  how have human beings of different 
times, places, and cultures made sense of themselves and their world?  how are we to live as responsible 
global citizens? 
 
GEC REQUIREMENT FULFILLMENT 
This course is closely aligned with the following GEC goals: 
 
 1. Students will acquire knowledge of English grammar, logic, and rhetoric. 
 
 2. Students will acquire knowledge about human nature. 
 

3. Students will acquire knowledge of the special “languages” and symbolic structures of the fine 
arts.  

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING: 
 2 papers (formal critical analysis), (40%) 
 1 in-class essay (10%) 
 2 exams (40%) 
 presentations and informal writing assignments (10%) 

 
 
 
To meet the requirements of the State of Alabama Department of Education, students in this 
course will acquire knowledge of: 
 
 1.  Literature, 

including theories and methods of literary analysis and classical and 
contemporary American/English/world literature, and  
 
including literature for youth and adolescents, works by female and 
minority authors, works of theory and criticism, and the short  story, novel, 
poetry, drama, and essay.  
 

                              2.  Effective listening techniques.   
 
ADA Compliance Statement: 

 
 It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity in education to 
qualified students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course 
requirements, contact the instructor immediately to file a student disability statement and to 
develop an accommodation plan.  Course requirements will not be waived, but reasonable 
accommodations will be developed to assist you in meeting the requirements.  You are expected to 
work with the instructor and the Office of Student Support Services to develop and implement a 
reasonable accommodation plan. 



 
Writing Reinforcement Credit:   This course has been approved by the University Writing 
Committee to provide Writing Reinforcement credit.  As such, course requirements will include 
various formal and informal writing activities designed with the purpose of enhancing discipline-
directed reasoning and writing skills. Because this is a WR course, students must demonstrate 
college-level writing skills to receive a satisfactory grade for the term. 
 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: 
 
To claim as one's own the ideas or words of another is plagiarism.  Plagiarism is defined as the 
following: 
 *using the exact words of another person's work/writing without acknowledgement of 
your source through the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation; 
 *rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit; 
 *using someone else's facts or ideas without acknowledgement; 
 *using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course (or in 
courses in which you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both 
instructors to do so; and 
 *presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials. 
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  
Cheating on exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty.  At the very least, an 
assignment on which plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no credit; i.e., a "zero," and 
an Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office 
of the Vice President for Student Affairs.  A plagiarist/cheater is also subject to failure in the 
course and/or appearance before the Justice Council. (Approved by Faculty Senate, Spring 2000) 
 
 
 

Attendance:  Many of the most important ideas to be explored in this course will emerge from class 
discussion.  For this reason you are expected to attend class regularly.  You can miss one class without 
penalty, but thereafter you should be prepared to lose five participation points for each class missed (which 
may include seriously late arrivals and seriously early departures).  Do not expect to make up any exams or 
informal in-class writing exercises unless you make arrangements with me in advance.  Failure to prepare 
for class or to bring the assigned text may cost you points as well. 

 
Schedule of Readings 

 
14 January Introduction 
 
21 Jan  Martin Luther King Holiday (no class) 
   
  Reading Assignment: 

Poetry: Broadview:  John Donne (pp. 39-43), Katherine Philips (pp, 88-90), Lady Mary 
Chudleigh, “To the Ladies” (107), Anne Finch “The Unequal Fetters” (112), Behn, “Love 
in fantistick Triumph sat” (101), “The Disappointment” (102-06). 
Prose Fiction:  Behn, “The Fair Milt” (74-119), “The Adventure of the Black Lady”. 
 
Writing Assignment (3-4 pages of fairly finished, typewritten prose.  Due in my office by 
5:00 pm on Tuesday, Jan. 22). 
 
 Topic:  Women Respond to the Patriarchy 

Instructions:  In the seventeenth century virtually everyone, male and female, 
believed that women were unruly and dangerous creatures and that for the good 
of the social order they should be kept under the control of their fathers and 
husbands.  Such a system—the placing of women under male control and 



domination—is known as patriarchy.  Many women were reasonably content 
with this state of affairs.  Others were not.  Some imagined ways to elude or 
even subvert male control. Some openly challenged men.  

 
The assigned poetry and fction (with the exception of the poems by John Donne, 
which are offered as background) offers examples of women at odds in various 
ways with the patriarchy.  Choose at least one prose fiction and at least one 
poem each gby at least three women.  (In other words you will be writing on no 
fewer than four items).  Discuss the challenge to patriarchy presented in each.  
Caution:  These women were very serious about reimagining a place for 
themselves in their social order.  They do not indulge in simple-minded male-
bashing in their work and neither should you.  Find thoughtful ways to compare 
and contrast their approaches to what it means to be a woman at odds with 
patriarchy. 
 

28 Jan  Oroonoko 
Broadview:  English mock heroic poetry:  Swift (113-115), Pope from The Rape of the 
Lock (121-24), Lady Mary Wortley Montagu (125-29). 

 
4 Feb  Gulliver’s Travels, Books 1&2, (149-266). 
  Peer Review:  Paper I (Oroonoko) 

The Peer review is required.  Absence or failure to come prepared with a well-
developed draft will lose two points on this assignment. 

  Paper I (20 points):  Due Thursday, 7 Feb. 
 
11 Feb.  Gulliver’s Travels. Books 3&4 (149-266). 
 
18 Feb.  Gulliver’s Travels, In-class essay (10 points) 

Broadview:  English poetry of sensibility:  selections from Gray, Smart, Leapor, Cowper 
(130-49) 

 
25 Feb.  Broadview:  English Romantic poetry:  Blake (155-59), Coleridge (180- 

86), Keats, “La Belle Dame sans Merci” and “Ode to a Nightingale” (220-25).  The 
dramatic monologue:  Browning (274-82), Arnold, “Dover Beach” (307).  Bring Heart of 
Darkness to class. 

 
4 Mar  Heart of Darkness , parts 1 &2 (135-215). 
 
11 Mar Heart of Darkness (216-52); Achebe, “An Image of Africa:  Racism in Conrad’s Heart of 

Darkness (handout) 
 
18 Mar EXAM (20 points) 
 Gordimer, “The African Magician” (handout); start Things Fall Apart (a couple of 

chapters to get a taste) 
 
25-29 Spring Break 
 
1 Apr  Things Fall Apart (Part 1—through p. 125 in Doubleday edition) 
 
8 Apr  Things Fall Apart (completed); begin Nervous Conditions 
 
15 Apr  Nervous Conditions 
 
22 Apr  Contemporary poetry group presentations 
  Peer Review:  Paper II (Things and Nervous) 

The peer review is required.  Absence or failure to come prepared  



with a well-developed draft will mean the loss of two points on this assignment. 
  Paper II (20 points): due Thursday, 25 Apr 
 
Evaluation: 
 2 papers (formal critical analysis), (40%) 
 1 in-class essay (10%) 
 2 exams (40%) 
 presentations and informal writing assignments (10%) 
 
 

 
 


