
History 102         History of World Civilizations since 1550            Spring 2004 
 
Section 2:  MWF 9-9:50 a.m., Harman 120  
Section 4:  MWF 10-10:50 a.m., Harman 120 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Ruth Truss   e-mail: trussr@montevallo.edu 
Office:  Jeter 1-F       Office phone:  665-6189    
Office hours: MWF 8-9, 11-12; T 8-12 
 
Course credit:  3 hours      Prerequisite:  none 
Text:  John P. McKay, Bennett D. Hill, John Buckler, and Patricia Buckley Ebrey, A 
History of World Societies, 6th ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2003) 
 
ADA Statement:  
Students who may need disability-related academic accommodations or who have 
emergency medical needs are encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students 
with Disabilities (campus phone 6250). This office is located in Student Support 
Services in the rear of Main Hall. You must have a Classroom Accommodation Request 
letter provided by that office in order to receive accommodations in this class. Academic 
accommodations may be provided, but no essential course requirements will be 
changed. You may contact your professor or Deborah McCune with any questions. 
 
General Education Goals:  This course addresses in part the General Education Goals approved 
by the University of Montevallo.  Specifically, the course seeks to address the goal that 
“Students will acquire knowledge of society and politics in order to answer important questions 
about justice and law, questions at issue in classical, religious, and modern cultures.”  To that 
end, objectives of this course include: 
a.  providing students with knowledge of the basic outlines in which world events take place; 
and 
b.  helping students understand the effects upon historical events of political, social, 
economic, and/or scientific (or technological) change. 
 
Course description:  A study of the major civilizations of the world since 1550, including 
their institutions and basic characteristics. 
 
Course objectives:   
1.  To gain knowledge of the historical developments of the contemporary United States, other 
Western, and non-Western cultures in a chronological and spatial setting;   
2.  To gain knowledge of the interrelationship of economic, political, social, psychological, and 
technological forces in the shaping of cultures and societies;  (NCSS 1.8, 2.1) (SDE 290-3-3-
.20-1-a-6) 
3.  To gain knowledge of the principal events, characteristics, persons, and movements that 
have directed the course of human history; 
4.  To learn the principal geographical features of the world and how they have affected human 
history; 
5.  To gain knowledge of historical themes concerning the origin and evolution of Western 
civilization, including the evolution of political institutions and religious movements, and 
population displacement; 
6. To gain knowledge of historical themes concerning the origin and evolution of non-Western 
civilizations, including patterns of social and political development, cultural diffusion, conflict, 
and cooperation.   
 
Assignments, exams, and grading: 
     Evaluation of the student's performance will be based upon the following: 
Attendance, punctuality, attentiveness 10% 



3 of 4 exams (20% each)   60%   Lowest grade is dropped 
Final exam     30% 
 
     Students are responsible for bringing to each exam a Scantron answer sheet and a No. 2 
pencil.  Scantron sheets are available from the UM bookstore. 
 
     Material on the exams will come from lectures, videos, assigned readings, and class 
discussions.  Students are responsible for any material covered in class and for material from the 
assigned readings (see below).  Exams will be short answer (i.e., multiple choice, true/false, 
matching, fill-in-the-blank, map questions).  Exams must be completed within the class period.  If 
a student arrives late for an exam, he/she will be given a different exam from the one the 
remainder of the class takes.     
 
      Assigned readings:  We will not be able to cover all the material from the text in class.  The 
assigned readings (see the specified chapters in the Course Outline section) are designed to 
expose you to the information that will not be discussed in class.  Each exam will include 
questions from reading assignments in the text.  Prior to each exam (at least 4 days prior), I will 
send to you via your UMail account an attachment that will contain multiple-choice questions 
from the assigned readings.  You may use these questions as a study aid.  I will select some of the 
questions to include on the exam.  YOU WILL NOT TURN IN TO ME THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE 
QUESTIONS.  Use them only to help with your studying.  It is imperative that you have access to 
your UMail account.  If you have any questions, contact Computer Services, located in Morgan 
Hall, first floor. 
 
       Makeup exams:  If a student misses an exam, that will be the grade that is dropped.  Only 
if a student misses two exams with a valid excuse will a makeup exam be given.  The makeup 
exam will be discussion/essay and/or fill-in-the-blank questions.  A makeup exam will be 
given only with a documented (written), valid excuse (such as doctor’s excuse, death in the 
family, or school-related absence) and only if the student notifies the instructor prior to the 
time of the exam that the student will miss the exam.  Notification may be by e-mail or by 
telephone message.  This rule will be waived only in cases of dire emergencies. 
 
NOTE:  ALL course requirements must be met to complete the course successfully.  That is, a 
student will not earn a passing grade unless all exams (with the exception as noted above) are 
completed.  ALL makeup exams must be completed no later than Reading Day. 
 
     Four exams will be given during the semester.  The exam schedule is a tentative one; 
students are responsible for being aware of changes.  The tentative exam dates and assigned 
readings are: 
Exam 1, February 2 Chapters 20 and 21 
Exam 2, February 23  Chapter 28 
Exam 3, March 15 Chapters 26 (pp. 837-55) and 27 
Exam 4, April 23 Chapter 30 
Final      May 4, 8-10 A.M.   Chapter 31 (pp. 999-1010) 
 
The final exam is comprehensive.  It will be on Tuesday of exam week.  Please be aware that if 
you have more than three finals on any day, you may apply to the dean to have one exam 
moved.  See the student handbook for more details on this policy.  This exam is a block exam, 
and I will not be agreeable to moving this exam.  If you do elect to change your 102 exam, then 
your final will be handled as a makeup exam and you will take a final that is a 
discussion/essay exam.  You will not have the regular final exam. 
 
Incomplete policy:  The University has a new policy concerning Incomplete Grades.  The grade 
of "I" (Incomplete) may be given when students are unable to complete course work due during 
the last 15 calendar days of the semester.  It is the responsibility of the student to make 



arrangements with the instructor to complete the work.  The work must be finished and a 
change of grade submitted by the instructor no later than the last day of the Fall semester.  
Otherwise, the "I" grade automatically becomes an F.  Thus, an "I" will not be given simply 
because you did not take exam 4 or the final.  You must have a valid reason (such as extreme 
health concerns) in the last 15 days of the term that preclude your ability to finish the work.  
 
Attendance policy:  All students are expected to attend all classes.  Roll will be taken each day.  
If you must miss class, be sure to obtain lecture notes from a fellow student and read the 
portion of the text that was covered in class that day.  Attendance is strongly tied to class 
performance; therefore, I urge each of you to attend class regularly.  If you are absent with an 
excuse, please let me know.   
    Remember that attendance, punctuality, and attentiveness count for 10% of your grade.  
You cannot earn the 10% if you are absent!  Tardiness will also be taken into account when 
assigning attendance grades.  Please also note that in order to be attentive, you must be 
awake.  You will not be counted present if you are sleeping, working math problems, reading 
your literature book, talking, writing notes, gazing out the window, etc.   
 
     Generally, points for attendance are assigned on the following basis: 
 # of absences   points earned
 0-1    10 
 2     9 
 3     8 
 4     7 
 5     6 
 6     5 
 7     4 
 8     3 
 9     2 
 10     1 
In addition, more than 10 unexcused absences may result in failure of the course.  
    
Classroom procedures:  Respect your fellow classmates.  Do not talk during class unless you 
are contributing to the discussion.  Talking during class is distracting to others and to me; it 
will not be tolerated.  In addition, disruptive behavior of any kind is prohibited in this class. 
     Be sure that you are aware of and that you follow the student handbook’s policy on 
academic honesty.  Cheating, in any form, will not be tolerated.  The minimum penalty is a zero 
on the exam (which will not be dropped) and a report of the incident to the Vice President for 
Student Affairs.   
     Be on time for class; if you must come in late, do so quietly and explain the reason for your 
tardiness after class. 
 
Appointments:  Appointments may be arranged; or you may see me before or after class or 
during office hours.  You may e-mail me, leave messages in my box in the department office in 
Jeter, or place a message under my office door.  Telephone messages may be left with the 
secretary or student workers at 665-6180. 
 
Bibliography:  See “Suggested Readings” for each chapter in the textbook. 
 
Assessment Model: 
Objective   NCSS Standard   Assessment Component
2.     1.8, 2.1    Exams 
 
Course Outline:  This course covers chapters 16-18, 20-33 in the text.   Below is a detailed outline, 
similar to the study guides I will give you for each exam. 
 



Exam 1: 
Age of Exploration:  reasons for voyages; voyages by Portugal and Spain; impact of contact on 
native groups; impact of exploration on European affairs 
 
France:  civil war (1562-98): Huguenots, Edict of Nantes, Henry IV; development of an 
absolute monarchy; Richelieu’s role; Thirty Years' War; Spain 
 
England:  Stuart kings: James I, Charles I 
difficulties between king and Parliament 
Puritans 
English civil war (1642-1647); Oliver Cromwell and the Commonwealth 
Restoration of Charles II (1660) 
 
France: absolutism; Louis XIV: consolidation of power; War of the Spanish Succession 
 
England/Great Britain  
constitutionalism 
James II and problems with various groups in England; question of religious views 
Glorious Revolution (1688): William and Mary, Bill of Rights, various acts of Parliament 
 
Austria—Habsburgs 
Prussia—building power 
Russia—Peter I, process of westernization and modernization 
West and South Asia—Ottoman Empire, Persia, India 
 
Scientific Revolution 
modern science: skepticism, observation, experimentation 
Vesalius, William Harvey 
Copernicus, Brahe, Kepler, Galileo 
importance of these ideas 
 
Enlightenment (18th c.) 
philosophes; 5 key words: reason, nature, happiness, progress, liberty; and 
assumptions 
Thomas Hobbes, John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Adam Smith; literature; reaction 
 
1715-1789  
overall characteristic: declining power of monarchs 
   Great Britain: Hanovers, prime ministers 
   France: Louis XV and XVI, nobles regaining power 
   Austria: Charles VI and Maria Theresa 
   Russia: Elizabeth and Catherine II, nobles increasing power 
   Prussia: Frederick William I, Frederick II; monarchy more absolute 
 
1715-1789—three periods:  
a.  1715-1740 peace and prosperity  
b.  1740-1763 warfare (War of the Austrian Succession; Seven Years' War, including French 
and Indian War in America) 
c.  1763-1789 "enlightened absolutism" (Catherine II, Frederick II, Joseph II) 
 
American Revolution: ideas of Enlightenment period, Parliament's taxation, Boston Tea 
Party, "Intolerable Acts," warfare, independence 
 
Reading assignment for Exam 1 is Chapters 20 and 21. 
 



Exam 2: 
The French Revolution and Europe, 1789-1815 
causes of the French Revolution 
events of the Revolution 
 
Napoleon Bonaparte: background and rise as military leader, as ruler in France (1799-
1814/15), domestic accomplishments, wars, creation of a French empire, losses (especially 
in Russia and at Waterloo), the Hundred Days, exiles (Elba and St. Helena Island) 
 
Industrial and Demographic Revolutions 
First Industrial Revolution (1750-1820s)—age of steam, textile, coal, iron, transportation 
Second Industrial Revolution (1850-present)—steel, chemicals, electricity, internal 
combustion engine 
interchangable parts, mass production 
Demographic Revolution—population, urbanization and emigration 
 
19th century theory and practice 
science—Pastuer, Lyell, Darwin 
Romanticism—reaction to Enlightenment 
political theories—conservatism, liberalism, socialism (Karl Marx), nationalism 
origins of the welfare state 
women's movement 
 
1815-1871 
Congress of Vienna, 1815 
disruptions in Europe—1820-21, 1830-32, 1848-49 
France—Second French Republic, Second French Empire, Louis Napoleon Bonaparte 
Crimean War (1854-56) 
unification of Italy—northern and southern regions, Cavour and Garibaldi 
unification of Germany—Prussia and Bismarck, Seven Weeks'  War (1866), Franco-Prussian War 
(1870-71), German Empire 
 
Reading assignment for Exam 2 is Chapter 28.   
 
Exam 3: 
pax Britannica
imperialism (Scramble for Africa) 
   motivations: commercial/economic; nationalism     
   role of the Industrial and Demographic Revolutions 
United States—territorial expansion; industrialization 
Japan—emerging as strong industrial nation; strengthening military 
Russia—Social Democratic Party, Bolsheviks, Duma (1905) 
 
European Diplomacy, 1871-1914 
Germany 
   Bismarck's role 
   Three Emperors' League; Reinsurance Treaty 
   Dual Alliance; Triple Alliance 
   German nationalism 
   Bismarck's dismissal, 1890 
France and Russia—defensive alliance 
Britain—naval build-up; alliances with France and Russia (Triple Entente) 
 
diplomatic crises, 1905-1914 
assassination of Franz Ferdinand, June 28, 1914 



declarations of war, beginning July 28, 1914 
 
World War I, 1914-1918 
war plans--France, Britain, Russia, Germany 
war on the western front--Race to the Sea, trench warfare 
Verdun and the Somme, 1916 
1917--turning point: Russia out (Treaty of Brest-Litovsk), U.S. in (submarines, 
Zimmerman note) 
conditions of war 
armistice, November 11, 1918 
Treaty of Versailles, June 28, 1919—terms of treaty 
 
the interwar world (up to about 1930) 
eastern Europe--democracies then dictatorships 
Great Britain--"ten year rule" 
France--Maginot Line, manpower 
Germany--Weimar Republic 
U.S.--"Roaring Twenties", loans and war debts, stock market "crash" 
 
Reading assignment for Exam 3 is Chapters 26 (pp. 837-855 only) and 27.   
 
Exam 4: 
China: nationalist movement—Guomindang, Sun Yat-Sen & Chiang Kai-shek; 
communists and Mao Zedong; problems with Japan 
Japan: Manchuria; Shanghai; League of Nations; naval build-up program; Chinese 
mainland; plan for domination 
 
totalitarianism 
Soviet Union: Stalin; "Five-Year Plans" 
Italy: Fascism; Mussolini 
Germany: Adolf Hitler, Nazi Party, Mein Kampf, racism 
Spain: civil war; Francisco Franco; roles of Italy and Germany 
 
World War II (1939-1945) 
Hitler's alliances: Rome-Berlin Axis; Anti-Comintern Pact; Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis 
policy of appeasement by Britain and France 
Hitler's moves toward war: 

1936 occupied the Rhineland 
March 1938, Austria 
September 1938, Sudetenland in Munich conference 
1939 remainder of Czechoslovakia 
August 23-24, 1939 Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact 
British alliance with Poland 
September 1, 1939, Germany invades Poland 
September 3, 1939, Britain declares war against Germany 

War in Europe: 
Spring 1940—Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium 
Summer 1940—northern France (Dunkirk) 
Fall 1940 to Spring 1941—Battle of Britain 
U.S.—officially neutral; cash and carry policy; Lend-Lease 
1941—Germany invades USSR, June 

Atlantic Charter, August  
Pearl Harbor attack, December 7 
U.S. declares war; "Germany first" policy 

1942-43 North Africa; Sicily and Italy 
1943 Soviet counteroffensive 
June 1944—Normandy landings (June 6); push toward Germany 
May 1945—Hitler's death; unconditional surrender of Germany, May 8, V-E Day 
War in the Pacific: 



1942—Battles of the Coral Sea and Midway; turning point in the Pacific 
1942-early 1945—"island hopping" 
1945: 
March—firebombing of Tokyo 
February-March—Iwo Jima 
April-June—Okinawa 
August—use of atomic bombs 
August 14—Japan agrees to surrender; V-J Day 
September 2—formal surrender  

devastation of World War II: numbers dead; Jewish population 
 
divisions begin among the Allies (U.S., Britain, Soviet Union) 
Yalta and Potsdam: postwar agreements 
 "Iron Curtain"; Truman Doctrine; Marshall Plan 
Berlin blockade and airlift 
NATO; western Germany—1949  
"Cold War" (1947-1975): Korean War (1950-1953); Indochina (Vietnam) 
increasing U.S. participation in world affairs 
 
Reading assignment for Exam 4 is Chapter 30.   
 
 
Final Exam—Tuesday, May 4, 8-10 A.M.   
The location will be announced as soon as I know the details. 
 
Reading assignment for the Final Exam is Chapter 31, pp. 999-1010.   
 


