
History 211         History of the United States to 1865                 Fall 2003 
 
Section 1: MWF 1:00-1:50 P.M.   Jeter 106 
Instructor:  Ruth Truss     Office: Jeter 1-F   
Phone: 665-6189           E-mail: trussr@montevallo.edu           
Office hours:  MWF 8-9, 11-12; T 8-12 
Course Credit:  3 hours        Prerequisites:  History 101/103 and 102/104 
Text:  Mary Beth Norton et al., A People and a Nation:  A History of the United States, 
Volume I: To 1877, brief 6th ed., Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2003. 
 
Course Description:  A study of the history of the United States from colonization 
through the end of the Civil War. 
 
Course Objectives: 
1.  Enable learners to examine the rights and responsibilities of the individual in 
relation to his or her family, social groups, community, and nation (NCSS 1.6) 
2.  Help students to explain the purpose of government and how its powers are 
acquired, used, and justified (NCSS 1.6) 
3.  Provide opportunities for learners to examine issues involving the rights, roles, and 
status of individuals in relation to the general welfare (NCSS 1.6) 
4.  Help learners identify and describe the basic features of the American political 
system, and identify representative leaders from various levels and branches of 
government (NCSS 1.6) 
5.  Help learners analyze the role that supply and demand, prices, incentives, and 
profits play in determining what is produced and distributed in a competitive market 
system (NCSS 1.7) 
6.  Explain to learners the relationships among the various economic institutions that 
comprise economic systems such as households, businesses, banks, government 
agencies, labor unions, and corporations (NCSS 1.7) 
7.  Facilitate learner efforts to locate, access, analyze, organize, synthesize, evaluate, 
and apply information about selected public issues identifying, describing, and 
evaluating multiple points of view (NCSS 1.10) 
8.  Assist learners in acquiring knowledge of historical content in United States history in order 
to ask large and searching questions that compare patterns of continuity and change in the 
history and values of the many peoples who have contributed to the development of the 
continent of North America (NCSS 2.1) 
9.  Provide the learner with knowledge of historical themes concerning the origin and 
evolution of the United States, including constitutional government, immigration, 
America, and the world (SDE 290-3-3-.20-1-a-1) & (SDE 290-3-3-.22-1-a-1) & (SDE 
290-3-3-.22-1-a-4) 
 
Course Evaluation:  Grades will be assigned on the following basis, with the usual 10-
point breaks for letter grades: 

Exam 1       20% 
 Exam 2       20% 
 Exam 3       20% 
 Attendance, Punctuality, Attentiveness  10% (see below) 
 Final Exam (comprehensive)    30% 

ALL assigned work and exams must be completed.  Thus, you must at least attempt all 
of the work, including the take-home portions of the exams.  You may NOT simply take 
a zero for that section.  (You may earn a zero by turning in Scantron with all wrong 
answers, but you must submit it.) 
 
Please note that exam dates are tentative and subject to change.  Students are 
responsible for being aware of any changes. 



 
  Wednesday, September 17   Exam 1 
  Wednesday, October 15   Exam 2 
  Wednesday, November 5   Exam 3 
  Monday, December 8, 4-6 p.m.  Final Exam 
 
In-class exams will consist of a combination of short answer and essay questions.  
Exam material will come from lectures, discussions, and assigned readings.   
 
In addition to the in-class portion of each exam, 15-20% of each exam grade will come 
from a take-home section that will consist of multiple-choice questions from assigned 
readings.  These questions should be answered on a Scantron sheet (available in the 
UM bookstore).  The first three sets of questions are due at the beginning of class on 
each exam day.  The fourth set of questions (from chapters 12 and 13) is due Monday, 
December 1.  I will send these sets of questions to you via your campus e-mail 
address as an attachment.  You are responsible for checking your e-mail! 
 
    Reading assignment in text    
Exam 1   pp. 8-18, 21-28, 53-54, & chpt. 4      
Exam 2    pp. 95-97, 110-115, 118-120      
Exam 3    pp. 142-46, & chpt. 10     
4th set    chpts. 12 and 13—Due Monday, December 1.  
 
Makeup exams will be given only with a documented (written), valid excuse.  Makeup 
exams will be entirely discussion/essay questions, different from the ones given during 
the regular exam.  All makeup exams will be given at the same time—Tuesday, 
November 25, 8:30 A.M. 
 
Classroom procedures:  Respect your fellow classmates.  Do not talk during class unless you 
are contributing to the discussion.  Talking during class is distracting to others and to me; it 
will not be tolerated.  Likewise, any type of disruptive behavior will not be tolerated. 
     Be sure that you are aware of and that you follow the student handbook’s policy on 
academic honesty.  Cheating, in any form, will not be tolerated.  The minimum penalty is a zero 
on the exam and a report of the incident to the Vice President for Student Affairs.  
     Be on time for class; if you must come in late, do so quietly and explain the reason for your 
tardiness after class.   
 
ADA Statement:  “It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal 
opportunity in education to qualified students.  If you have a disability that may require 
special materials, services, or assistance, contact the instructor immediately to file a 
student disability statement and to develop an accommodation plan.  Course 
requirements will not be waived but reasonable accommodations will be developed to 
assist you in meeting the requirements.  You are expected to work with the instructor 
and the Office of Student Support Services to develop and implement a reasonable 
accommodation plan.” 
 
Attendance Policy:  Students are expected to attend all classes.  Roll will be taken every day.  
If you must miss class, be sure to obtain lecture notes from a fellow student.  Attendance is 
strongly tied to class performance; therefore, I urge each of you to attend class regularly, take 
notes, and be attentive.  If you are absent with an excuse, please let me know.  Remember that 
attendance, punctuality, and participation/attentiveness count for 10% of your grade.  You 
cannot earn the 10% if you are absent!  Tardiness will also be taken into account when 
assigning attendance grades.  Please also note that in order to be attentive, you must be 
awake.  You will not be counted present if you are sleeping, working math problems, reading 
your literature book, etc. 



 
Incomplete policy:  The University has a new policy concerning Incomplete Grades.  The grade 
of "I" (Incomplete) may be given when students are unable to complete course work due during 
the last 15 calendar days of the semester.  It is the responsibility of the student to make 
arrangements with the instructor to complete the work.  The work must be finished and a 
change of grade submitted by the instructor no later than the last day of the Spring semester.  
Otherwise, the "I" grade automatically becomes an F.  Thus, an "I" will not be given simply 
because you did not take the final.  You must have a valid reason (such as extreme health 
concerns) in the last 15 days of the term that preclude your ability to finish the work.  
 
Course Bibliography:  Refer to the text for current sources on specific topics. 
 
Assessment Model: 
Objective  NCSS Standard  Assessment Component 
1, 3-6, 8  1.6, 1.7, 2.1   Exam 1 
1-4   1.6    Exam 2 
2, 4-8   1.6, 1.7, 2.1   Exam 3 
1 thru 8  1.6, 1.7, 1.10, 2.1  Final Exam 
 
Course Outline:  This course covers chapters 1-15 in the text. 
 
Exam 1 (chpts. 1-4 in text) 
introduction 
Native Americans; European contact   
Early European exploration—the Spanish, French, and English   
Earliest settlements: Spain in the southwest and Florida 

  France in Canada 
     England (the Chesapeake area) 

Establishing the colonies—political, economic, religious, social developments 
Chesapeake area—Virginia and Maryland  
New England  
Middle Colonies—New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania 
Southern Colonies—Carolinas, Georgia 
Immigration and labor 
Economies 
Cultures 
 
Exam 2 (chpts. 5-7) 
Native American response to expansion 
French and Indian War 
Novel taxation:  Sugar Act, Stamp Act  
Stamp Act crisis and S.A. Congress 
Townshend Acts 
Boston Massacre 
Boston Tea Party; Coercive Acts; First Continental Congress 
Revolutionary War 
Confederation Period (Articles of Confederation) 
The Constitution—convention, debates, ratification 
The Early Republic—Washington and Adams, two-party system, foreign affairs, 
domestic trials 
Economy during the Revolution 
Religion 
Women 
Economic changes 
Exapansion into the Northwest Territory 



 
Exam 3 (chpts. 8-11) 
Thomas Jefferson; Republicans vs. Federalists; foreign affairs 
War of 1812; postwar nationalism and diplomacy—Monroe Doctrine 
Panic of 1819 
Problems of sectionalism—Missouri Compromise (1820) 
Expansion westward; Native American relations 
Jacksonian period and party politics 
Nullification crisis and bank controversy 
Whigs; elections of 1836 and 1840 
Judiciary and the Common Law 
Agrarianism and the republican ideal 
Native American relations 
Capitalism, internal improvements, industries, lifestyle changes 
Immigration and urban development 
Women and families 
Religion 
 
Section 4  (chpts. 11B-15)  
Manifest Destiny; Texas; Oregon; Polk and election of 1844 
Mexican War; Wilmot Proviso; election of 1848 
Compromise of 1850  
abolition movement and Uncle Tom’s Cabin; election of 1852 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854) and popular sovereignty; Bleeding Kansas 
Rise of Republican Party  
Dred Scott Case, 1857 
John Brown’s Raid, 1859 
Election of 1860 
Secession, begins December 1860 
The Civil War, 1861-1865 
Presentation by Mr. Lawley 
Lincoln’s assassination 
Aftermath 
Immigration, industrialization, and urbanization continue 
Social reforms—asylums, prisons, education, temperance, women’s rights 
Slavery and plantation culture 
Non-slaveholding southerners 
 
Final Exam (chpts. 1-15) 
 


