
Philosophy 110 Introduction to Philosophy  

Professor Michael F. Patton, Jr.University of MontevalloStation 6420 Office: 201D Comer Hall, 665-
6434  

Course description:  We will study the works of several historically significant thinkers in this 
course, starting in ancient Greece with Plato and extending throughout history up to our own century. 
By studying their thoughtson the fundamental questions of philosophy and life, we will see the ways 
in which these questions have been and could be fruitfully explored and answered. By becoming 
familiar with these issues, you will begin to see which answers or styles of inquiry appeal most to you.  

I think the most interesting and instructive way to address these problems is by asking some 
of the central questions of philosophy and looking at the answers that have been given to these 
questions throughout history. The main issues we will study in this class are: The Existence of God, 
Perception and Knowledge, Free Will and Determinism, Morality and the Status of Ethical Judgments, 
and Political Philosophy.  

Course objectives:  This course will acquaint you with the central themes of these philosophers' life 
works.  This is an important goal, because much of our psychological and political theory, our 
literature, and even our science is influenced still by what these philosophers thought and wrote. 

Understanding these issues as they did will add to your insight into Western culture. Also, 
thinking aboutthese issues will help you to form your own conclusions about these topics against the 
background of these influential, and often startling, thinkers.  You will begin to formulate your own 
answers to the questions these thinkers and many others have struggled with for many centuries.  You 
will find your ability to isolate and critique arguments and theories enhanced by this course, as well.  

Course requirements  

The purposes of this course are best served by group discussion and class participation. Because of 
this, you should attend each class with the reading assignments completed and with issues in mind 
to raise in discussion.  

1. The requirements for this course comprise a midterm, a final and journal entries each week (some 
of which may be done class). The journals will be collected four times during the semester and 
checked by me. To get credit, you must have entries that demonstrate reflection on the materials 
discussed in class and moves towards integrating the ideas and topics into a bigger whole.. (If 
anyone in this class has any special test-taking or paper-writing needs, please see me as soon as 
possible to make the appropriate arrangements.)  

The grade you receive in the course will be determined as follows:  

Each Exam-30%, Journal entries-40%.  

There will be absolutely no make-up assignments of any kind in this class unless I determine that 
there is a legitimate excuse. A prerequisite for a legitimate excuse is that you either contact me or 
leave a message with the English Department secretary (x6420) before the assignment is due. I 
cannot imagine a catastrophe so extreme that you cannot get a message to me yet which leaves you 
still concerned with making up the missed work. I do not announce the time or dates of quizzes or 
homework assignments beforehand, so be careful.  

Attendance Policy:  You are expected to attend all my classes.  We will cover issues that arise 
outside the scope of the readings and will have discussions which will change the focus of the 
assignments in many cases. If you are not a part of these discussions, you will be unable to address 
issues on graded work adequately. If you find that sickness or other personal problems prevent you 



from attending classes regularly, you should expect you grade to be adversely affected.  

General Suggestions:  
Never cheat on any exam.  It really isn't helpful since you will have all the questions 

beforehand, and you will be caught. I take the Academic Dishonesty Policy quite seriously, and you 
should, too.  

Attend my lectures regularly.  With a little help from you, they will be fun, and besides, the 
answers I want to see on the test will depend on what I cover in class to a great degree. Take good 
notes, since I may give the occasional quiz or homework assignment.  

PLEASE participate in classroom discussions!!  Ask questions if you don't understand 
or if you disagree. Debating and clarifying issues are essential to understanding and enjoying 
philosophy, so think about what we do and get involved in class.  

Come see me at office hours or make an appointment for any reason at all, either to clarify 
a point from class or to discuss issues not raised in class.  Individuals as well as groups are 
welcome, and studying together is encouraged. If you want to see me outside of office hours, make 
an appointment after class or on the phone.  

Look carefully at the exam schedule.  I expect to know far in advance if there is a legitimate 
reason for you to miss an exam.  Also, you'd better find out if an excuse is legitimate from me and no 
one else.  If this procedure is violated, permission to take a make-up exam will not be given.   

While this is not a course in English composition, I do expect and require complete, 
unambiguous sentences in well-written essays on the exam.  Failure to hand in well-written, properly 
punctuated essays may result in a failure of communication between student and teacher.  More 
importantly, it may affect your grade adversely.  

ADA Statement: It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity in 
education to qualified students. If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course 
requirements, contact the instructor immediately to file a student disability statement and to develop 
an accommodation plan. Course requirements will not be waived but reasonable accommodations 
will be developed to assist you in meeting the requirements.  You are expected to work with the 
instructor and the Office of Student Support Services to develop and implement a reasonable 
accommodation plan.  

Policy On Plagiarism  
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  To claim as one’s own the ideas or words of another is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as the following:  

A  using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of your source through  
 the use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation;  

A  rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit;  

A  using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgment;  

A  using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course (or in courses in which  
 you are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both instructors to do so; and  

A  presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials.  
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  Cheating 
on exams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty. At the very least, an assignment on which 
plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no credit, i.e., a “zero,” and an Academic Dishonesty 
Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the Vice President for Student 
Affairs.  A plagiarist/cheater is also subject to failure in the course and/or appearance before the Justice 



Council. (Approved by UM Faculty Senate, Spring 2000) 

 
Attendance Policy  
You are expected to attend my classes. We will cover issues that arise outside the scope of the 
readings and will have discussions which will change the focus of the assignments in many cases. If 
you are not a part of these discussions, you will be unable to address issues on graded work 
adequately. If you find that sickness or other personal problems prevent you from attending classes 
regularly, you should expect your grade to be adversely affected. 

 
Required texts  

Palmer, Does the Center Hold?  

Assignments--Read all introductions and additional material in the book!  I did not include the page 
numbers for these readings in this list.  

The dates and assignments contained in this syllabus are presented as a guide only.  Actual dates and 
assignments  

may vary due to unforeseen occurrences. 

 
1. Date  

Week 1  
8/25-8/29  

Week 2  
9/1-9/5  

Week 3  
9/8-9/12  

Week 4  
9/15-9/19  

Week 5  
9/22-9/26  

Week 6  
9/29-10/3 

 
Text Assignment  



What Are We Doing in This Class?  
Chapter 1, Pages 1-36  

Truth is Beauty, Beauty is Truth  
Chapter 2, Pages 38-49  

Chapter 2, Pages 49-71  

What You See is What You Get Chapter 3, Pages 74-95  

Chapter 3, Pages 95-107  

Who's on First, What's on Second?  
Chapter 4, Pages 110-128  

Week 7  

10/6-10/10 
Chapter 4, Pages 128-148  

Week 8 Mt. Olympus, Mt. Moriah 10/13-and Other Godly Places 10/17 Chapter 5, Pages 148-174 
 
Web Readings  

Plato's Meno Plato's Republic 

Descartes's Discourse on Method Descartes's Meditations 

Locke's Essay 

Berkeley's Epistemology Hume's Essay Kant's Critique 



Mind/Body Resources 

Mind/Body Show on No Dogs or Philosophers 

Aquinas's Summa Theologica Pascal's Pensees Russell's Why I am not a Christian  
Homework  

Journals Due  

Journals Due  

Paper 1 draft due  

Handout on the Arguments More on Evil 
Week 9  
10/20-10/24  

Week 10 
 
10/27-10/31  



Week 11 
 
11/3-11/7  

Week 12 
 
11/10-11/14  

Week 13 
 
11/17-11/21  

Week 14 
 
11/24-11/26  

Week 15 
 
12/1-12/4  
Chapter 5, Pages 174-197 
 

The Largest Airline in the Free World  
Chapter 6, Pages 200-213 
 

Chapter 6, Pages 213-235 
 

Let Them Eat Cake  
Chapter 9, Pages 313-346 
 

Chapter 9, Pages 346-367 
 



But Is It Art?  
Chapter 10, Pages 370-382  
 

Chapter 10, Pages 382-416  
 
Hume's Essay James's Varieties of Religious Experience 

Plato's Phaedo Hobbes's Leviathan 

Aristotle's On the Soul Leibniz's Monadology 

Mill's On Liberty Chomsky Links Journals Due  

Paper Two Assignment 

Free Will Handout 

Journals Due  

Paper 2 due  

Journals Due 
 
 


