
Philosophy 220 Introduction to Ethics  
Professor Michael F. Patton, Jr. University of MontevalloStation 6420 Office: 300B Comer Hall, 665-6434  

Course description and objectives: This is a course about three main aspects of the study of ethics and 
morality: (i) ethical problems and moral decisions we all must face; (ii) theories which purport to guide us 
in solving those problems and making those decisions; and (iii)  the art of comparing rival theories of how 
to solve those problems and make those decisions.  This third area, properly called meta-ethics, is perhaps 
the most interesting and useful of the areas we will study, but we need some specialized skills and 
information before we can become skilled in evaluating rival theories. Specifically, we will need to study 
some of the problems and decisions facing us and how the major accounts of normative ethics (the theories 
which tell us what to do) would have us deal with them.  From this perspective, we will be able to begin to 
judge which of the normative theories is the most suitable.   

By the end of the semester, I expect you to be comfortable explaining the different theories and 
what they direct us to do in certain situations. Additionally, you should be able to assess the theories 
comparatively and on their own merits.  If you have been diligent (and are poised on the cusp of an "A"), 
you will be able to propose some sort of ethical theory of your own, or at least the rudiments thereof, and 
defend it against criticisms.  

Course requirements:  The purposes of this course are best served by group discussion and class 
participation. Because of this, you should attend each class with the reading assignments completed and 
with issues in mind to raise in discussion. There will be two in-class exams, a final exam, and a 2000 word 
paper, as well as 3 quizzes and 6 homework assignments.  All papers must be typed, and it is the 
responsibility of each student to keep a copy of each paper turned in to me.  I will tell you more about these 
tests and papers as we begin to cover the material on which you will be tested. (If anyone in this class has 
any special test-taking or paper-writing needs, please see me as soon as possible to make the appropriate 
arrangements.)   

The grade you receive in the course will be determined as follows: Each exam-15%, Paper-25%, 
Each quiz and homework assignment-5%.   

There will be absolutely no make-up assignments of any kind in this class unless I determine that there 
is a legitimate excuse.  A prerequisite for a legitimate excuse is that you either contact me, contact the 
English Department secretary (x6420) or leave a message on the voice-mail message center on my 
office phone before the assignment is due.  I cannot imagine a catastrophe which is so extreme that you 
cannot get a message to me yet which leaves you still concerned with making up the missed work.  
There are no make-ups allowed for quizzes or homework assignments under any conditions.      

Attendance Policy:  You are expected to attend all my classes.  We will cover issues that arise outside the 
scope of the readings and will have discussions which will change the focus of the assignments in many 
cases.  If you are nota part of these discussions, you will be unable to address issues on graded work 
adequately.  If you find that sicknessor other personal problems prevent you from attending classes 
regularly, you should expect you grade to be adversely affected.  

General Suggestions: 
Never cheat on any exam.  It really isn't helpful since you will have all the questions 

beforehand, and you will be caught. I take the Academic Dishonesty Policy quite seriously, and you 
should, too.  

Attend my lectures regularly.  With a little help from you, they will be fun, and besides, the 
answers I wantto see on the test will depend on what I cover in class to a great degree. Take good notes, 
since I may give the occasional quiz or homework assignment.  

PLEASE participate in classroom discussions!!  Ask questions if you don't understand or if you 
disagree. Debating and clarifying issues are essential to understanding and enjoying philosophy, so think 
about what we do and get involved in class. 

Come see me at office hours or make an appointment for any reason at all, either to clarify a 



point from class or to discuss issues not raised in class.  Individuals as well as groups are welcome, and 
studying together is encouraged. If you want to see me outside of office hours, make an appointment 
after class or on the phone.  

Look carefully at the exam schedule.  I expect to know far in advance if there is a legitimate 
reason for you to miss an exam.  Also, you'd better find out if an excuse is legitimate from me and no one 
else.  If this procedure isviolated, permission to take a make-up exam will not be given.   

While this is not a course in English composition, I do expect and require complete, unambiguous 
sentences in well-written essays on the exam.  Failure to hand in well-written, properly punctuated essays 
may result in a failure of communication between student and teacher.  More importantly, it may affect 
your grade adversely.  

ADA Statement: It is the policy of the University of Montevallo to afford equal opportunity in education 
toqualified students. If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting course requirements, 
contact the instructor immediately to file a student disability statement and to develop an accommodation 
plan.  Course requirements will not be waived but reasonable accommodations will be developed to assist 
you in meeting the requirements.  You are expected to work with the instructor and the Office of Student 
Support Services to develop and implement a reasonable accommodation plan. 

 
Policy On Plagiarism 
Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  To claim as one’s own the ideas or words of another is 
plagiarism. Plagiarism is defined as the following:  

A  using the exact words of another person’s work/writing without acknowledgment of your source through the 
use of quotation marks and correct citation/documentation;  

A  rephrasing a passage by another writer without giving proper credit;  

A  using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgment;  
A  using a piece of writing for one course that was already used in a previous course (or in courses in which you 

are simultaneously enrolled) without express permission from both instructors to do so; and  

A  presenting fabricated or falsified citations or materials.  
 
Please consult with the instructor of this course if you are unsure about how to document sources.  Cheating 
onexams is also an affront to the principle of academic honesty. At the very least, an assignment on which 
plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no credit, i.e., a “zero,” and an Academic Dishonesty 
Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the Vice President for Student 
Affairs.  A plagiarist/cheater is alsosubject to failure in the course and/or appearance before the Justice 
Council.(Approved by UM Faculty Senate, Spring 2000)  

The dates and assignments contained in this syllabus are presented as a guide only.  Actual dates and 
assignmentsmay vary due to unforeseen occurrences 

 
Required texts  

Required Texts: How Are We To Live?, Singer (HWL); Nickel and Dimed, 
Ehrenreich (ND); You Can't Be Neutral on a Moving Train, Zinn (YCBN)  

Date  
Text Assignment  Web Readings/Activities  Homework  



Week 
1  

Introduction to 
Philosophical Ethics  

Sartre's Existentialism is a 
Humanism  

Volunteer Opportunities at First Look Publi
Service Extra Credit  

Week 
2  

Preface 1. The 
Ultimate Choice 
HWL (Mr. Show)  

Kant's Groundwork Use the 
browser's Search function to find 
the word 'imperative'. Back up to 
the top of that paragraph and 
read from there.  

The Unbearable Whiteness of Being * Requ
Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free program foun

 

Week 
3  

2. 'What's in it for 
me?' HWL Kant  

Mill's Utilitarianism; A 
secondary source is here.  

Is Smith Misquoted? * Smith/Rousseau Quo

Week 
4  

3. Using up the world 
HWL (Moyers)  

  

Week 
5  

4. How we came to 
be living this way 
HWL (Commanding 
Heights)  

Aristotle's Nicomacean 
Ethics  

Deadline for Volunteer info.  
 (Moore)    

Week 
6  

5. Is selfishness in 
our genes? HWL 
Mill  

The Prisoners' Dilemma 
Game  

 

Week 
7  

6. How the Japanese 
live HWL (R&M) 
Aristotle  

  

Week 
8  

7. Tit for Tat 8. 
Living ethically 
HWL  

UNICEF US Committee for 
UNICEF OXFAM OXFAM 
America  

 



Week 
9  

9. The nature of 
ethics 10. Living to 
some purpose HWL  

Food First The Hunger Site 
Free Donation.com  

Midterm on Thursday  

Week 
10  

11. The good life 
HWL (Chomsky)  

  

Week 
11  

Spring Break    

 
Week 
12  

Nickel and Dimed, p 
1  

  

Week  Nickel and Dimed, p 
2  

  

13  (TBO)    

Week  You Can't be Neutral    

14  on a Moving Train, p 
1  

  

Week  You Can't be Neutral    

15  on a Moving Train, p 
2  

  

Week 
16  

Overflow   Makeups Thursday  

Week 
17  Finals See University 

Schedule  

  

 
 


