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"A teacher's job is to make the agony of decision making so intense that you can escape only by thinking....I'm not 
interested in who is right and who is wrong, I'm interested in asking a series of very tough questions that force people to 
think"  Fred Friendly.  
 
Course Description
 
This course will introduce students to a broad range of issues and topics in modern sociology.  The purpose is to 
familiarize students with sociology as a scientific discipline and provide enough substantive knowledge so that future study 
in specific areas of interest may be undertaken. Secondly, the course is designed to help students develop their analytical 
skills, or sociological imagination, by investigating the structure of American society and the relationship of individuals to 
this structure.  I hope that students learn to ask questions such as; Who does what?, Who gets what?, Why?, What are the 
consequences of particular social arrangements for individuals? for social groups?  (Rules 2a, v and vi).  The goal is for 
students to be able to make sense out of the social worlds in which they participate and to better understand the behaviors 
of others as products of social processes and structures.  
 
Course Objectives: 
1.  Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of human behavior and social relationships (Rule2a-v) 
2.  Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the interrelationships of economic, political, social, psychological, 
 and technological forces in the shaping of societies and cultures (Rule 2a-vi) 
3.  Students will be able to demonstrate familiarity with the origins and development of sociology as an academic 
discipline. 
4.  Students will development their abilities to construct conceptual maps concerning social and culture phenomena. 
5.  Students will develop their abilities in  identifying assumptions of theoretical models. 
6.  Students will develop their abilities to project consequences and implications of particular theoretical models. 
7.  Students will increase their familiarity of a wide range of subspecialities with the discipline of sociology. 
8.  Students will increase their ability to understand the relationship of sociology and other academic disciplines. 
9.  Students will increase their appreciation of the cultural foundations of values, beliefs, and knowledge. 
10.  Students will increase their ability to critically analyze what passes as public discourse on a wide range of social,  
 political, and economic issues. 
 
The attainment of these objectives will be assessed via: a) the 3 exams required used to assign student grades and b) a 
qualitative evaluation of class interaction by Dr. Parker.      
 
Texts:  
 
Parker, Stephen. Intersections: Redaings in Sociology  Pearson Custom Publishing (ISBN 0536775494) 
 
Requirements and Evaluation 
 
Midterm Exam #1:  50 points  
Midterm Exam #2:  50 points  
Final Exam:   75 points 
Analytical Writeups  30 points 
    205 points  
 
The midterm exams will consist of multiple choice items.  The final will focus on materials covered late in the semester but 
will also be comprehensive in nature.  You are responsible for bringing a scantron and a #2 pencil to each exam.  You 
must arrive on time for all exams.  Students will not be permitted to enter the classroom once the exams have been 
distributed.  You are required to attend 3 events on the University of Montevallo campus.  Your writeups on these events 
should involve the application of analytical models and frameworks we discuss in class.  You are expected to attend all 
class sessions. Official attendance will not be taken but, based on past experiences, it will be very difficult for you to fulfill 
the requirements of the course if you do not attend regularly.  Since materials presented in class will go beyond the reading 
assignments, it is in your best interest to have a personalized and complete set of class notes.  The articulation of ideas is 
an important part of the learning process.  I therefore expect class participation and reserve the right to call on individuals 
in the class.  You maintain the right to not respond.  This is not meant to be intimidating.  The emphasis I place on the 



open exchange of ideas and insights is based on my belief that the processes by which knowledge is discovered are as 
important as the knowledge itself.  I will do my best to create an atmosphere where you feel comfortable contributing to a 
productive dialogue.  If you have questions in class, I hope that you feel free to ask them.  Rest assured that if there is 
something you are having trouble understanding, there are many other students in a similar position.  If there is anything 
about the way I conduct the class which troubles you or makes you uncomfortable, please see me.  I genuinely appreciate 
input with respect to your interpretation of class interaction and will try to draw on this information to make the class more 
beneficial for everyone.  The recording of class lectures is not allowed without special permission. 
 
Students who may need disability-related academic accommodations or who have emergency medical needs are 
encouraged to contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities (campus phone 6250).  This office is located in 
Student Support Services in the rear of Main Hall.  You must have a Classroom Accommodation Request letter provided 
by that office in order to receive accommodations in this class. Academic accommodations may be provided, but no 
essential course requirements will be changed.  You may contact your professor or Deborah McCune with any questions. 
  
 
 CLASS OUTLINE AND READING SCHEDULE 
 
Session   TOPIC       Readings (by author/page#) 
 
1  Introduction to the Course:Thinking Sociologically  Berger: 1 
         Mills: 8 
2  Culture       Miner: 20 
         DeMello: 28 
3  Cultural Tools and Analysis    Foley: 46 
         Hunt: 66 
4/5  Structural Building Blocks    Donnelly/Young: 94 
6  Socialization      Berger/Luckmann: 81 
7  Models and Frameworks for Doing Sociology  Ritzer: 116 
         Marx/Engels: 142 
         Blumer: 155 
(1st campus writeup due-July20th)     
FIRST EXAM-(July 22nd?) 
8  Poverty and Wealth     Newman: 161 
         Edin/Lein: 174 
9  Social Psychological Dimensions of Stratification  Mantsios: 190 
10  Majority/Minority Relations    Blauner: 202 
         Feagin/Sikes: 215 
11/12   Gender       Wolf: 230 
         Avicolli: 237 
13  Deviance       Becker: 246 
         Reiman: 256 
(2nd campus writeup due-July 29th)     
SECOND EXAM-(August 4th?) 
14/15  Family Systems      Coontz: 316 
         Greenhouse: 325 
16  Education      Kozol: 330 
         Lowewn: 349 
17  Political/Economy     Domhoff: 282 
         Lambro: 296 
18  Ideology/Religion     Berger: 366 
         Novack: 382 
19  Technology and Social Change    Ritzer: 393 
         Selznick: 410 
(3rd campus writeup due-August 12th)          
FINAL EXAM (August 13th) 


