
First-Year Composition Honors II :  EN 122 H01 
PREREQUISITE: EN 111 OR EN 121. 

NOTICE:  STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT COMPLETED EN 111 OR EN 121 WITH A PASSING 
GRADE MAY NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR EN 122. 

 
 
Required Texts:        Alfano, Christine L. and Alyssa J. O’Brien. Envision in Depth:  Reading, Writing, and  
                                       Researching Arguments (Second Edition) 
 
                                    Hacker, Diana.    A Writer’s Reference (University of North Alabama Edition) 
 
 
    
Recommended Text:  a good collegiate dictionary 
 
Instructor:   Mrs. Latasha Howell 
 
Email:   lahowell@una.edu 
 
Office : Willingham Hall           Basement Rm. 003        
                        Telephone Number:           (256) 765-5062 
 
Office Hours:        Monday:             8:00 -10:00 a.m.  
 
                     Tuesday:              8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
        Wednesday:         8:00-10:00 a.m. 
                                                       
 
                                         Thursday:            8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
        Friday:              8:00-10:00 a.m. 
   
Statement of Purpose: The Written Composition (EN 111/121 and EN 112/122) requirement of the General 
Education Curricula is designed for students to develop skill in prewriting, writing and rewriting expository and 
persuasive essays of various lengths for a variety of rhetorical situations, in thinking critically, in analyzing 
texts of various types, and in conducting research to seek out and acquire knowledge. 
 
 
WRITING REQUIREMENT:  Students will be expected to write five essays during the semester; some of 
the essays will also have to be revised and re-submitted.  By the end of the semester, students will have 
written these essays using various modes.  Four of the five essays will be written entirely in class.  Essays 
written in-class must be written in blue or black ink, and essays written outside of class must be typed 
and double-spaced using 12 size font (Courier New or Times New Roman). 
 
Also, one full-length argumentative research paper will be required in the course.  This paper will 
require library research; a library orientation date has been scheduled to help students understand the 
library and locating primary and secondary sources.  The specific requirements of this research paper 
will be given in a separate handout. 
 
 



READING REQUIREMENT:  Several reading assignments will be made from the text as well as other 
outside sources via the Internet or the library.  Throughout the semester, students may have reading 
quizzes on assigned readings. 
 
METHODS:  The emphasis of the course is to explore the writing process.  Students will learn that 
writing is indeed a process that involves prewriting, writing, and re-writing (through revising and 
editing). 
 
CONFERENCES:   Each student is required to attend one conference with the instructor. The 
conference will be scheduled approximately halfway through the semester; the purpose of the conference 
is so that the student can discuss his/her progress in the class with the instructor. 
 
 Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: The UNA 2011-12 Catalog outlines the University’s policy regarding academic 
honesty (pg. 50).  Guidelines on avoiding plagiarism can be found in Dialogues (263-5) and  in Section R3 of A Writer’s 
Reference (409-417), and at http://www.una.edu/library/help/plagiarism-students.html. Instructors should review these 
sections with students early in the semester.  The English Department’s web page outlines the department’s stand on 
plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty at http://www.una.edu/english/plagiarism-policies.html. “Re: Writing” 
has a useful tutorial on avoiding plagiarism at 
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/plagiarismtutorial/default.asp?uid=0&rau=0. Again, instructors and students will need to 
register with Bedford/St. Martin’s to access the tutorial.  
 
  
GRADE COMPUTATION:         Five Essays-                        40% 
                                                         
                                                        Attendance, Daily 
                                                        Participation, and  
                                                        Quizzes  -                             10%  
                                              
                                                         Research Project                25% 
          
                                                        Final Essay Exam-              25% 
                                  
GRADING SCALE:  90-100=A,  80-89=B,  70-79=C,  60-69=D,  59-0=F 
 
Note:  Final grades of D and F will be recorded as NC (no credit), and students who earn NC will be 
required to complete the sequence by enrolling in EN 112. 
 
Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of the Written Composition sequence, the student will be able to: 

1. express controlling ideas; 
2. support ideas with adequate and appropriate evidence and thoughtful analysis;   
3. apply a reasonable method of organization;  
4. demonstrate a sensitivity for words in the language; 
5. employ a variety of sentence structures; 
6. locate primary and secondary sources using existing and new technologies; analyze and 

evaluate sources; and synthesize sources without committing plagiarism; 
7. and use the grammar and mechanics of Standard American English. Specifically, the 

following serious errors will be heavily penalized: 
   a. the comma splice 
   b. fused sentences and run-on sentences 
   c. the sentence fragment 
   d.. lack of subject-verb agreement and verb errors 
   e. incorrect use of pronouns 
   f. excessive spelling errors, including misuse of the apostrophe 

http://www.una.edu/english/plagiarism-policies.html
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/plagiarismtutorial/default.asp?uid=0&rau=0
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/plagiarismtutorial/default.asp?uid=0&rau=0
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/plagiarismtutorial/default.asp?uid=0&rau=0
http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/plagiarismtutorial/default.asp?uid=0&rau=0


   g. inconsistent tense usage 
   h. use of nonstandard verb forms 
   i. use of nonstandard constructions 
   j. inappropriate diction 
   
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  We will be working everyday in class to enhance writing skills; therefore, it is 
very important that students attend all classes.  However, due to unforeseen circumstances, a student can 
miss up to six classes without penalty.  After the sixth absence, the final grade may be lowered.  In 
extreme cases a student may not earn credit for the course due to his/her absences. 
 
MAKEUP POLICY: 
Each student will be allowed one make-up essay, which must be completed within a week from the 
original due date.  However, a late essay will be penalized ten points each day that it is late, which results 
in a letter grade a day deduction.  The research project will be penalized a letter grade for each day that 
it is late also.  I will count EACH day as a separate day even if the class does not normally meet on that 
particular day.  Therefore, students will be allowed to bring assignments to me during my office hours, 
and with special permission, I will arrange for them to bring assignments by at other times as well.  Daily 
pop quizzes cannot be made up; however, each student will be allowed to drop one quiz grade at the end 
of the semester.   
 

Course Calendar EN 122-H01  (TR 9:30-10:45) 
*This schedule is tentative and may change if necessary.  Please note that additional readings and 
homework may be required. 
 
Week 1 
1/12   Introduction to the course / syllabus 
 
Week 2 
1/17    Chapter 1:  Analyzing Texts p. 2   
1/19    Chapter 1 cont. 
           *Writing Project (question 2) p. 26 
 
Week 3 
1/24   Diagnostic Essay 
1/26   Chapter 2:  Understanding Strategies of Persuasion p. 27 
 
Week 4 
1/31   Chapter 3:  Composing Arguments p.  45 
           *Assign Essay #1 (Position Paper) 
           *H. W. Read the student essay on p. 59 
 2/2    Chapter 3 cont. 
 
Week 5  
2/7     Position Paper in class (Essay #1) 
2/9     Discuss Research Projects---Chapter 4 Researching Arguments p. 74 
       
Week 6  
2/14   Drafting a Research Proposal pp. 86-90 
2/16   Chapter 5:  Finding and Evaluating Research Sources p. 93 
          AWR: Evaluating Sources pp. 398-408 and  *p. 423 Directory to MLA models   
          Research Questions Due (3) / Discuss Working Bibliography 



 
Week 7 
2/21   Library Orientation—Mandatory—Daily Grade 
2/23   Working Bibliography Due  / Chapter 6: Organizing and Writing Research Arguments p. 114                       
 
Week 8 
2/28   Chapter 6 cont. 
3/1     Chapter 7:  Avoiding Plagiarism / AWR pp. 409-415 
 
Week 9 
3/6    Research Proposals Due / Begin discussion of Analytical Essays/fallacies 

• H.W. Assigned Reading—“How America’s Children Packed on the Pounds” pp. 226-228 
3/8    Discuss Assign Reading / Discuss summarizing, paraphrasing, and quoting 
 
Week 10 
3/13   Write Analytical Essay in class (Essay #2) / Photocopy and paraphrase due  
3/15   Photocopy and summary due / “Imagining the Ideal Body” pp. 384-386 
         “Fat Is an Advertising Issue” pp. 386-389  (Questions 1&2 p. 389) 
 
Week 11 
3/20    Photocopy and paraphrase due / “Distorted Images: Western Cultures . . .” p. 392 
           and “Evolving Ideals of Male Body Image as Seen Through Action Toys” p. 395 
3/22    Analytical Essay Due  (Essay #3)—Choose one of the three above readings to analyze. 
           Chapter 9:  Delivering Presentations p. 192 
            *Discuss Outlines 
 
Week 12 
SPRING BREAK—March 26-30 
 
Week 13 
4/3   Conferences—Bring your outline. 
4/5   Conferences—Bring your outline. 
 
Week 14 
4/10   Oral Presentations 
4/12   Oral Presentations cont.—First Drafts Due 
 
Week 15 
4/17   Introduction to Literature—terms and definitions 
4/19   Selected pieces of literature 
 
Week 16 
4/24   Literature cont. 
4/26   Final Drafts Due—Literature cont. 
 
Week 17 
5/1    Final Exam Review—Literary Analysis Paper Due (Essay #4) 
5/3    STUDY DAY 
 
 

• FINAL EXAM—Monday, May 7th 10:15-12:00 noon 
 


