
En 211    SURVEY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE            Credit:  3 semester hours 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Lesley Peterson 
Email: lepeterson@una.edu 
Office : 112 Willingham Hall 
Telephone Number:  765-4104 
 
Office Hours:       Monday:   1:00-3:00    Tuesday:   9:30-12:30 
   Wednesday:   1:00-3:00    Thursday: 9:30-12:30 
 
Required Text:  The Norton Anthology of English Literature, volumes A, B, and C 
 
Recommended:  any good etymological dictionary (the Oxford English Dictionary is available online through the UNA 

 library system) 
  
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of EN 111 and EN 112 
 

I.    Course Description: En 211 is the first part of a two-semester survey of English literature. Students will study the 
development of English literature as an expression of English culture from Beowulf through Neoclassicism.  

 
 II.   Course Objectives 

Upon successful completion of the course, students should (1) be able to identify major political and cultural events of 
each period covered; (2) be able to identify important literary works, authors, and characters; (3) be familiar with key 
concepts and ideals behind different periods of British culture; (4) be able to discuss how these concepts and ideals are 
reflected in specific pieces of literature; (5) be able to recognize and analyze patterns of cultural change and continuity 

 
III. Evaluation:  
 Reading quizzes    10% 
 Essay #1     20% 
 Midterm  exam    20% 
 Essay #2     25% 
 Final exam    25% 
  TOTAL  100% 
 

GRADING SCALE: A=100-90; B-89=80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59-0. 
 
 IV.   Attendance 

Regular attendance will be examined to determine borderline grades. After 5 absences, your final total points will 
be penalized five points for every absence over the limit. The University Rule of an automatic F for absences 
exceeding 4 weeks will be enforced. 
Official absences approved by the University will be considered excused.   

 
Makeup policy: You must provide documentation to support your claim for missing an exam or for handing an 
essay in late without penalty. All makeup exams will be held on the last day of class, Wednesday, Dec. 6.  Reading 
quizzes cannot be made up, but I will drop your lowest mark, so you can afford to miss one such quiz without 
penalty.  

  
V.   Late Policy:  

Each essay is due on the date assigned, at the beginning of class. Late papers will be penalized 3% for each day 
late, including weekends and holidays. Assignments submitted via email will not be accepted. Papers slid under 
my office door will not be accepted. If you are handing your paper in late, please have the English Department 
secretary date-stamp it and place it in my mailbox. A paper that does not include all the required rough work will 
be considered late: your paper is not submitted until I have received all required documents. 
 

 
VI. Academic Honesty and Plagiarism:   

Academic honesty is discussed in the 2006-2007 Catalog (42).  Guidelines on avoiding plagiarism can be found in 
Universal Keys for Writers (740-745) and at  http://www2.una.edu/library/plagiarismstudentguide.htm.  Additional 
information and links to more sites on plagiarism are included on the English Department’s web page, 
http://www2.una.edu/english/penalties_for_plagiarism_at_una.htm.  Penalties for plagiarism at UNA may range 
from a failing grade for a specific assignment to a failing grade in the course to suspension from the University (in 
repeat cases). 

http://www2.una.edu/library/plagiarismstudentguide.htm
http://www2.una.edu/english/penalties_for_plagiarism_at_una.htm


 
VII. Syllabus 
 
from volume A, The Middle Ages 
Heroes and Monsters 
 Beowulf   
 “Judith”   
 
Knights and Ladies 
 from Ancrene Riwle 
 “Lanval”   
 
Experience and Authority 
 selections by Julian of Norwich 
 The Wife of Bath’s Prologue and Tale 
 The Wakefield Second Shepherds’ Play 
 
from volume B, The Sixteenth Century / The Early Seventeenth Century 
The Body Emblazoned 
 selected poems by Wyatt, Spenser, Shakespeare, Daniel, Donne 
 
The Nymph’s Reply 
 selected poems by Marlowe, Raleigh, Lanyer, Wroth 
 
Twelfth Night 
 
War and Peace, Victory and Loss 
 from The Arraignment of Lewd, Idle, Froward, and Unconstant Women 
 from A Muzzle for Melastomus 
 “Death Be Not Proud” (p. 1296) 

“Easter Wings” (p. 1609) 
 “On the Morning of Christ’s Nativity” (p. 1789) 
 “On the Late Massacre in Piedmont” (p. 1828) 
  
 
from volume C. The Eighteenth Century 
Wit and Reason 
 Addison: [The Aims of the Spectator] (p. 2473)  
 Addison: [Wit: True, False, Mixed] (p. 2481) 
 Pope, Essay on Man (p. 2540) 
 Burke, from “Speech on the Conciliation with the American Colonies” (p. 2845) 
  
Folly and Unreason 
 Rochester, “The Disabled Debauchee” (p. 2168); “The Imperfect Enjoyment” (p. 2169) 
 Behn, “The Disappointment” (p. 2180) 
 Johnson, Idler No. 31 [On Idleness] (p. 2678) 
 Swift, “A Description of a City Shower” (p. 2304); “Verses on the Death of Dr. Swift” (p. 2304);  

[The Academy of Lagado] (p. 2410); “The Lady’s Dressing Room” (p. 2590) 
 Montagu, “The Reasons That Induced Dr. Swift to Write a Poem Called the Lady’s Dressing Room” (p. 2593) 
 Smart, “Jubilate Agno” (p. 2875) 
  
 
It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in education to qualified students.  
Therefore, a student who has a disability that inhibits the student’s ability to meet course requirements and who 
desires accommodations must contact the instructor and Developmental Services within the first three class meetings 
of the semester (within the first three days during summer terms).  The goal is to develop a timely accommodation 
plan and to file an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodation Form.  Course requirements will not be 
waived, but accommodations will be made to allow each student to meet course requirements, provided the student 
acts within the first three class meetings in working with the instructor to develop an accommodation plan.  If a 
disability is identified later in the semester, a non-retroactive accommodation plan will be developed at that time. 
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