
EN 231-08: Literature of the World I 
Prerequisites: Successful completion of EN112 or 122. 

 
Syllabus and Course Description for Fall 2012 

TR 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
Mrs. Latasha Howell   
 
Office Hours: MWF:   8:00-9:00 a.m. and 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
                           TR:  8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
Office Phone: (256) 765-5062      
 
Office: Willingham Hall (Basement 003)    
 
Email: lahowell@una.edu 
 
Course Description:  
English 231 is the first part of a two-semester survey of literature of the world.  Students 
will be expected to read selections from literature covering writers from the Ancient 
World to 1650. 
  
Grading scale: A (100-90), B (89-80), C (79-70), D (69-60), and F (59 and below).  
Semester credit hours: 3. 
 
Required Texts:  Simon, Peter.  The Norton Anthology: World Literature Shorter 
                                   Second Edition. Volume 1 w/ Othello (Shakespeare) 
Recommended Additional Texts:  A collegiate dictionary 
 
Course Objectives: 
Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to 

1. recognize significant writers in world literature; 
2. discuss and describe the historical periods that produced the literature; 
3. comprehend genres and methods of literary interpretations; 
4. recognize structural elements that comprise a literary work; 
5. analyze a representative work; 
6. write about literary masterpieces; 
7. demonstrate improved command of the English language through 

vocabulary study; 
                                demonstrate a wider appreciation for the value of reading 
 
Course Requirements: 

75% Exams:  There will be three exams covering the three major time periods 
the course covers.  Exams will have three sections: matching of terms with 
definitions or of characters with works; identification of significant quotations; 
and several short answer questions.   
25% Class Participation: Class participation grades will be based upon pop 
quizzes.  These quizzes will be on individual works and will contain 5 to 7 short 



answer questions.  There are no make-up daily quizzes.  Attendance will 
be very important as well as daily participation.  Also, reading 
responses will be included in the daily grade. 

 
What is a Reading Response? 

• As preparation for class, you will be asked to write reading responses so that you may 
already start to think critically about the works as you read them and can be better 
prepared for class. 

• It is important to write about the works we read so that we may understand them better 
and so that we will have a concrete record of our feelings about and interpretations of 
the works. 

• Each response should include a concise one-to-three sentence summary and a solid, 
well-developed analysis discussion; each response should be approximately 300-350 
words (12 point Times New Roman font), double-spaced, following MLA format, with 1-
inch margins on all four sides to receive credit.  

• A word about summary—summaries are objective and are useful for giving basic plot 
information about the work. To summarize a text, begin by stating the title of the text and 
the author. In addition, introduce major characters, describe the setting, and discuss the 
main points as the author presents them, without your own commentary or interpretation. 
Be brief, but be concise.  

• A word about analysis—analyses are subjective and are often written from a critical point 
of view. Please choose a critical approach from which to analyze your text and indicate 
that approach either in your title or your text. . See separate handout on “Critical 
Approaches” for direction.  

• More than likely, you will be doing one or more of the following analytical tasks: taking 
the text apart and considering one or more of its elements (characters, setting, symbols, 
metaphors, etc.); judging its strengths and weaknesses; interpreting it and explaining 
what it means; relating it to the time period in which it is written—show how the text 
exemplifies (or defies) characteristics of the time, etc.  

• You are greatly encouraged to quote from the primary text; however, you are not 
allowed to use outside sources.  

• When the reading assignment includes more than one text and/or more than one author, 
you may choose which author and text to write about. Focus on one text per reading 
response.You’ll find that writing responses makes you a whiz at reading, interpreting, 
and writing about literature. 

• Reading responses are graded on a scale of 1 – 10 (1 being the lowest and 10 being the 
highest). 

• Reading responses are due on designated dates—you come to class having read the 
assignment and completed your reading response. If you’re not in class, you cannot 
turn in a reading response. E-mail submissions or assignments left on my office door 
or in my mailbox will not receive credit. 

• You are required to read all the assignments—even when you choose to omit doing the 
reading response!  

• Save your reading responses over the course of the semester, for they likely will prove 
useful as you prepare for the exams.  

• Finally, a word about plagiarism—a student found guilty of plagiarizing a reading 
response will receive a zero on that assignment and will forfeit the right to submit 
additional reading responses. No exceptions.  

You may omit 4 reading responses from the syllabus. To be eligible for full credit, you 
must turn in ALL 5 of the 9 reading responses. 



 
Withdrawal Policy:   The following statement is from The UNA Catalog published by 
the University:   

A student may withdraw from a course with a grade of W up to and including the Friday 
that falls one week after the designated midterm date by bringing a completed 
withdrawal slip (signed by the instructor) to the Registrar’s office. After that deadline 
and up to the Wednesday that falls two weeks prior to the last day of class, a student 
may withdraw from a course with a grade of WP (withdraw passing) or WF (withdraw 
failing) assigned by the instructor. During the final two weeks of class, withdrawal is not 
permitted except in extraordinary circumstances. Permission of both the instructor and 
department chair is required, and the grade of WP or WF will be assigned by the 
instructor 
 
Attendance Policy: Students should attend every class and be on time for each class 
meeting.  Please be aware that excessive absences will have a negative impact on your 
grade.  Tardiness can be very distracting and may cause you to miss important 
information; therefore, try to be on time for all class meetings. 
Make-up Policy:  When possible, students should let me know if they will be missing a 
class assignment so that arrangements can be made to make up that work.  Excused 
absences include illness, death in the family, or other emergency.  I may require 
verification of the emergency before the student will be allowed to make up the 
assignment.  Assignments will be made up outside of class at a prearranged time.  In-
class assignments like group work and quizzes cannot be made up.  Exams, 
however, can (with an excused absence).  A test (with an excused absence) 
must be made up within a week of the original test date. 
 
Rules for the classroom:  
Students should refrain from using cell phones, MP3 players, iPods, and other electronic 
devices in class.  These devices distract not only the students who use them, but other 
students and the instructor as well.  Students should not work on assignments for other 
classes during this class.  The instructor will assume that the student is not paying 
attention to the material being covered and will count the student as absent.   
 
Reading in a Survey Class: 
 
A survey course requires a great deal of reading, but I also expect a close reading.  We 
will be looking for details, analyzing texts, and interpreting the deeper meaning of the 
texts.  You may have to read a text more than once in order to determine the larger 
significance of the work.  Please be prepared daily so that you can contribute to the 
discussion. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



ACADEMIC HONESTY and PLAGIARISM:   
Academic honesty is discussed in the 2007-2008 Catalog (43).   
http://www2.una.edu/library/plagiarismstudentguide.htm.  Additional information and links to 
more  sites on plagiarism are included on the English Department’s web page, 
http://www2.una.edu/english/penalties_for_plagiarism_at_una.htm.  Penalties for plagiarism at 
UNA may range from a failing grade for a specific assignment to a failing grade in the course to 
suspension from the University (in repeat cases). 
 
 
 
Accommodation Statement 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the University offers reasonable accommodations to students with 
eligible documented learning, physical and/or psychological disabilities. Under Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973, a disability is defined as a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 
more major life activities as compared to an average person in the population. It is the 
responsibility of the student to contact Developmental Services prior to the beginning of the 
semester to initiate the accommodation process and to notify instructors within the first three 
class meetings to develop an accommodation plan. Appropriate, reasonable accommodations will 
be made to allow each student to meet course requirements, but no fundamental or substantial 
alteration of academic standards will be made. Students needing assistance should contact 
Developmental Services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www2.una.edu/library/plagiarismstudentguide.htm
http://www2.una.edu/english/penalties_for_plagiarism_at_una.htm


 

EN 231-08     Calendar of Assignments                  Mrs. Howell           Fall 2012 

*Please note:  For each date, the assignment listed should be read prior to class. 

 

R 8/23  Introduction to the course and syllabus 

T 8/28  The Invention of Writing and the Earliest Literatures (2-8) 

R 8/30  The Epic of Gilgamesh Tablet I-VI (9-49) 

T 9/4    Gilgamesh Tablet VII-Tablet XI (50-81) *Reading Response Option             

R 9/6   Ancient Egyptian Poetry (81-83); Love Songs, all selections (89-92) 

T 9/11  Homer and The Illiad Book I and Book VI(176-190; 191-200)  

R 9/13   The Illiad Book XXII and XXIV (242-255; 255-274) 

T 9/18  Euripides and Medea (614-646) *Reading Response Option (entire work) 

R 9/20  Sophocles and Oedipus the King (570-591) 

T 9/25  Oedipus the King (592-614) *Reading Response Option (entire work) 

R 9/27  TEST ONE 

T 10/2   The Rise of Islam and Islamic Literature (1001-1005) 

              The Thousand and One Nights (1049-1052) and Prologue (1052-1059) 

R 10/4  The Thousand and One Nights (1059-1066)   

T 10/9   The Formation of Western Literature (1074-1079);  Beowulf (1080-1121) 

R 10/11 Beowulf (1122-1152) Reading Response Option (entire work) 

T 10/16  Dante (1205-1213) and Inferno: Canto I, II, V 

R 10/18  Dante;  Inferno:  Canto IX, XXXIII, XXXIV *Reading Response Option  

T 10/23  Chaucer (1365-1368) and The Canterbury Tales:  General Prologue (1369-1385) 

R 10/25  Chaucer:  “The Miller’s Prologue and Tale” (1385-1399) 

                Chaucer: “The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale”(1400-1412) Reading Response Option  



T 10/30  TEST TWO 

R 11/1 The Renaissance in Europe (1589-1598)  Petrach:  (1599-1602) Sonnet 1 (1602) and 
Sonnet 3 (1602)  *Reading Response Option  

T 11/6 Petrach Sonnet 61 (1603) and Sonnet 90 (1604) and Introduction to Shakespeare 

R 11/8  Shakespearean Sonnets:  18 and 130 (online) *Reading Response Option  

T 11/13  Othello  pp.3-37 

R 11/15  Othello  pp. 38-76 

T 11/20  Othello pp. 76-117 *Reading Response Option (entire work) 

R 11/22  THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 

T 11/27  Video (Othello) 

R 11/29  Video (Othello) 

T 12/4  Review Day 

R12/6  STUDY DAY—NO CLASS 

 

*Final Exam—Wednesday, Dec., 12, 2012--10:15-12:00 noon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


