
ES-132, HISTORICAL GEOLOGY 
Spring 2004 

 
I. Basic Information: 
 
 A. Course Name and Description.  ES 132 Historical Geology.  The development 

of the earth as deduced from the examination and interpretation of rocks.  
Special attention given to the identification and significance of fossils. 

    1. Credit:  4 hours 
    2. Meetings: 
      a) Lecture: MWF 12:00-12:50 p.m. 
      b) Lab.:      W       1:00-2:50 p.m. 
    3. Required texts: 
      a) Lecture:  Evolution of the Earth by Prothero & Dott, 7th ed. 
      b) Lab:  Deciphering Earth History by Gastaldo et. al., 3rd edition   
 
 B. Instructor Information: 
    1. Name:  Wayne F. Canis, Ph.D. 
    2. Office hours in FSB 405 
      a)   MTRF  7:30 - 8:00 a.m.  d)    MW   10:00-11:00 a.m.  
      b) T  11:00-12:00 p.m. e)    MWF  11:00-12:00 p.m.  
      c) R  9:30-10:30 a.m. f)     F  10:00-11:00 a.m. ARC 
       Other hours by appointment, 765-4481 or 765-4334. 
       Email:  wfcanis@una.edu 
       Notes:  www2.una.edu/physics 
              geol.faculty.notes  
II. Rules: 
 A. Prompt class and lab attendance is essential if you are to be successful in this 

course.  
 B.  Make-up tests will only be given when there is an acceptable medical excuse.  
   Prior approval required.  You should be prepared to take the test the and 

return to class unless other arrangements have been made ahead of time. 
 C.  Field trips - you must go on at least 3.  Dates TBA. 
 
III. Evaluation Methods: 
 A.  Number 
    1.   4 or 5 100 pt. essay lecture tests. 
    2. 180 points for lab book work.  (See handout for schedule). 
   3. 150 point comprehensive final exam, Friday, May 7, 2004 from 1:00-2:45 p.m. 
 B.  Grading System - based on total points earned throughout the semester. 
    No pre-determined scale. 
    No special papers or projects, etc., accepted for "extra" points. 
 
NOTE:   There are 13 lab exercises, the best 12 will be considered in determining your 

grade.  If you do not turn in a lab, it will count as the drop grade.  Labs are due in to 



me no later than the Friday after the lab.  Labs turned in on lab day (Wednesday) 
will earn a bonus point. 

 
 IV. Goals: 
  At the completion of the course the students should be able to identify rocks and 

fossils from various geological periods and to understand the significance of rock 
and fossil evolution through geologic history.  

 
It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in 
education to qualified students.  Students, who have a disability that may prevent them 
from meeting the course requirements, should contact the instructor and Developmental 
Services to file an ADA Accommodation Form.  Course requirements will not be waived 
but accommodations will be made to assist students with the requirements, provided that 
students are timely in working with the instructor and Developmental Services to develop 
an accommodation plan.  Students needing assistance may contact the Office of Student 
Life, Room 202, Guillot University Center.  


