
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA  
 
FR 101 INTRODUCTORY FRENCH/FR 111 INTRODUCTORY FRENCH 
LABORATORY  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION OF FR 101 INTRODUCTORY FRENCH: Emphasizes 
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Basic concepts of grammar are 
introduced. Course is enhanced with audio, video, software and Internet 
components. No prior knowledge of the language is required.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION OF FR 111 LANGUAGE LABORATORY: Required of 
all students enrolled in Introductory French 101. Two 1-hour laboratory periods 
per week. Special fee: $30.00 
 
CREDIT HOURS:  
     FR 101 - 3  
     FR 111 - 1  
 
Dr. Keith Lindley  
 
Office: 203 Wesleyan Hall  
 
Heures de réception: lundi, mercredi, vendredi 9h à 10h; 13h à 14h 
            mardi, jeudi 13h à 15h  
   et sur rendez-vous  
 
Téléphone: (bureau) 765-4602 
        (chez moi) 718-3749 Don't hesitate to contact me, if need be, up to 10:00 
pm      
Courriel: kwlindley@una.edu 
 
Boîte postale: 5251 
 
This course is designed to facilitate the acquisition of a fundamental competency in the 
speaking, reading, writing, and aural comprehension of the French language through 
spoken and written drills, grammar presentations, and vocabulary practice. It assumes no 
prior knowledge or competence in French on the part of the student.  
 
Absence Policy (FR 101; see paragraph below concerning FR 111): Four absences 
are allowed during the semester. For each absence exceeding this number, two points 
will be subtracted from the student's final average up to a total of ten points. Exceptions 
to this are doctor-excused absences and other extreme emergencies that may require 
documentation, or instance in which the student is away representing the university in 
some capacity.  
 



Make-up Policy: At the sole discretion of the professor.  
 
Homework (FR 101; see paragraph below concerning FR 111): Homework 
assignments will be randomly but frequently checked for completion. Your homework 
grade will be figured by dividing the number of times you complete your assignment by 
the total number of times that homework is checked. For example, if homework is 
checked 20 times during the semester and you have completed it only 15 times, then 
your final homework grade will be a 75%. 
 
Required Texts:  
 
Terrell, Tracy D., Mary B. Rogers, Betsy J. Kerr, and Guy Spielmann.  Deux Mondes - 4th  
      Edition.  Boston: McGraw Hill, 2002.  
 
Terrell, Tracy D., et al.  Deux Mondes: Cahier d'Exercises.  4th Edition.  Boston: 
McGraw 
      Hill, 2002.  
 
Terrell, Tracy D., et al.  Deux Mondes: Listening Comprehension CDs to Accompany 
Text.   
      4th Edition.  Boston: McGraw Hill, 2002.  
 
Recommended Texts: A good, basic paperback French-English dictionary.  
 
Grading System (FR 101; see paragraph below concerning FR 111):  
 
Tests    30%  
Final Exam    20%  
Quizzes   20%  
Cahier d'Exercises   10%  
Homework   10%  
Active Class Participation 10% 
 
Methods of Instruction: Written models and exercises, oral modeling and practice, 
reading of authentic passages, and limited writing, all in French.  
 
FR 101 Laboratory: The laboratory component of this course (FR 111) consists of a 
mandatory two hours per week spent in the language laboratory using one or more of 
the French language computer programs, listening to Internet radio, watching TV5 
(Channel 69) French-language television, or watching one of our French films in order to 
enhance your abilities in the language. Lab attendants will keep attendance records. Your 
grade for this course is based upon attendance, with five points being subtracted from 
your final laboratory grade for each absence.  
 While the classroom provides you with crucial analytical knowledge of French as 
well as with limited listening and speaking opportunities, your experience in French 



would be incomplete and artificial without at least some contact with the language in 
"real world" contexts. At this point you will certainly not understand everything you hear, 
but written cues on radio websites and visual input on TV and films will aid in your 
understanding, and you will gradually improve your listening skills and expand your 
vocabulary, often without realizing just how much. In addition, there are several 
computer programs available in the laboratory specifically designed for learners of the 
language who want to improve their skills in particular areas.  
 You may choose the hours you would like to visit the lab when it is open, and you 
may choose your preferred radio or television source, film, or computer program. You 
will be required to sign in and sign out, and to leave the name and type of media you 
listened to or watched for the day. We will visit the laboratory together as a class during 
the first week, and I will give you a list of news and information sources in French that 
might interest you. The laboratory attendant observes to ensure that students are on 
task during their time in the lab.  
 
Course Schedule (FR 101): In addition to two preliminary étapes, we will cover 
approximately six chapters this semester, with a quiz after each chapter. We will spend 
approximately two weeks on each chapter, depending upon its degree of difficulty and 
the amount of new material introduced in it.   
 
There will be no class on September 6th (Labor Day); October 15th (Fall Break); 
November 24th and 25th (Thanksgiving). The final day of classes is Wednesday, 
December 1st.   
 
Our final exam will take place   
on Tuesday, December 7th from 10:15 until Noon.  
 
Topics to be covered:  
 
Giving instructions 
Identifying people 
Gender and articles  
Describing people  
Plural nouns and articles  
Addressing others  
Expressing existence  
Asking questions  
Telling time  
Expressing possession  
Describing with adjectives  
Irregular plurals  
Expressing relationships  
Expressing likes and dislikes  
Talking about dates and personal data 
Numbers  



Talking about actions  
Expressing relationships and possessions  
Weather  
Future actions  
Abilities and desires  
Prepositions of location  
Asking questions  
Expressing necessity  
Expressing quantities  
Making comparisons  
Direct object pronouns  
Talking about knowing  
Idioms with avoir  
Using the past tense, with both avoir and être 
Negative expressions   
Using the imperfect  
Relative pronouns  
Indirect object pronouns   
 
Course objectives of FR 101/111:  
 
To enable students   
 
a. to develop and acquire a basic proficiency in listening comprehension;  
b. to develop and acquire a basic proficiency in speaking;  
c. to develop a basic situational vocabulary;  
d. to develop an understanding of the cultural settings for the language and how these may  
      differ from American culture.  
e. to develop basic skills in orthography;  
f. to develop a basic understanding of the fundamentals of grammar through descriptive     
      linguistics.  
g. to develop elementary skills in reading;  
h. to develop elementary skills in writing;  
i.  to have a rich acquisition and learning environment.  
 
Procedures: They are intended to assist students in achieving the above mentioned objectives 
by 
 
a. providing frequent experiences for listening comprehension practice at normal speed by a 
variety of voices;  
b. providing frequent opportunities to speak the language;  
c. providing lessons that deal with real life situations where the linguistic setting and content 
precede any grammatical objectives;  
d. providing the opportunity to reflect on the cultural setting of the language and the 
differences which may exist in American culture;  
e. providing opportunities wherein orthographic skill is required;  
f. providing explanations and exercises dealing with grammatical material, especially as it 
relates to the language situation being studied building on the skills developed at the 
elementary level;  
g. providing regular opportunities for reading;  
h. providing regular opportunities for writing texts   



 
Evaluations: These are intended to evaluate the progress of the student toward the desired 
objectives and the effectiveness of the procedures or methods by  
 
a. having daily activities which give feedback on the progress of learning and acquisition of 
oral-aural skills or toward proficiency in the use of those skills with major emphasis in 
evaluating oral abilities;  
b. having regular opportunities for reading, listening, and speaking in class;  
c. having frequent quizzes which include an opportunity for the student to demonstrate 
progress in the objectives "a" through "h".  

 
Notice Concerning Disabilities 

 
It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in education to qualified 

students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from meeting the course requirements, contact the 
instructor within the first three class sessions to file a Student Disability Statement and to develop an 

accommodation plan.  Course requirements will not be waived but accommodations will be made to allow 
you to meet the requirements, provided that you are timely in working with the instructor to develop an 

accommodation plan. 


