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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  World Regional Geography—GE 102—is described in the 
University of North Alabama Bulletin as follows:  “The geographic method of inquiry 
used to examine, describe, explain, and analyze the human and physical environments of 
the major regions of the world.” 
 
This course will acquaint you with the human and physical features that give uniqueness 
and diversity to the world regional patterns on Earth’s surface.  World Regional 
Geography helps you develop a global perspective from which you will recognize the 
interconnectedness of various elements on planet Earth and will understand that everyone 
contributes to its welfare.  This outlook is achieved by using the themes and standards of 
geography and by investigating specific topics within the different human and physical 
regions of the world.  Those who are majoring in education will find that this course 
supports the standards of the Alabama K-12 Social Course of Study. 
 
There are benefits to studying World Regional Geography as an elective, as a 
requirement for the core curriculum, as a requirement for the education degree 
component, and as a requirement for geography majors.  Each of you will have a 
different reason for studying geography, but all of you will learn that knowledge of world 
geography is critical to being a well-informed citizen. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  By the end of the course, you should gain a greater 
knowledge of the world through the perspectives of geography.  The course has several 
objectives, which are divided into Instructional Objectives and Skills Objectives.  
Instruction in World Regional Geography will include but not be limited to these 
objectives. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES:  The primary objectives of the course are designed 
to acquaint you with the world’s major geographic realms and to familiarize with you the 



perspectives, subject matter and skills of world-class geography. Following instruction in 
World Regional Geography, you will: 
 

1. Understand key concepts, generalizations, and methods of inquiry 
appropriate to the study of geography. 

 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of the perspectives, subject matter and skills of 

geography. 
 

3. Understand the use of maps, globes, charts, and other graphic material in 
geographic inquiry. 

 
4. Distinguish the worldwide spatial distributions of landforms, climate, 

vegetation, soils and other natural resources. 
 

5. Distinguish the worldwide spatial distributions of major demographic, 
cultural, economic, and political attributes. 

 
6. Investigate the differences between the developed and lesser-developed 

areas of the world. 
 

7. Understand that knowledge of locations and their characteristics is a key 
in understanding human (global) interdependence. 

 
SKILL OBJECTIVES:  Instruction in World Regional Geography will include skill 
development that will enable you to: 
 

1. Ask geographic questions distinguished by the “where” and “why 
there” aspects of the problem. 

 
2. Acquire geographic information by finding places on maps and in 

atlases, by observing human and physical characteristics of places, and 
by obtaining data about people’s geographic activities. 

 
3. Analyze geographic information obtained from maps, graphs, and 

tabular data. 
 

4. Apply problem solving and critical thinking procedures to geographic 
information. 

 
5. Present geographic information in both written and oral formats. 

 
GRADING:  The course grade will consist of three one-hour exams, five place name 
quizzes, and a final examination.  The major exams will consist of both objective and 
essay questions.  Place names will be specified before each test and the test will be taken 
on a base map of a particular region.  A study guide will be provided prior to each exam 



that will list the major topic headings and key terms from each of the chapters and from 
the lecture material. 
 

A       90-100 
 
B       80-89 
 

    C       70-79 
 
    D       60-69 
     
    F   59 and below 
 
Mastery of instructional objectives will be assessed via tests.  A passing grade on 
assignments is required to meet instructional and skill objectives. 
 
The values of the tests are as follows: 
 

Three one-hour Exams 60% 
 

Place name quizzes  15% 
 

Final Exam              25% 
     
The schedule of exams is listed on the course outline.  With a valid excuse (e.g. note from 
a Dr.) missed exams can be made up within two class periods or one day early if 
absence is anticipated.  Any requirements not fulfilled by final exam time may result in a 
failing grade for the course. 
 
TEXTS AND MATERIALS: 
 
deBlij, Harm J., and Muller, Peter O., Geography, Regional and Concepts (New York: 
John Wiley and Sons, 11th ed., 2004). 
 
Espenshade, Edward B. Jr. and Morrison, Joel L.  Goode’s World Atlas   (Chicago: Rand 
McNally and Company, 20th ed.). 
 
Base maps of world and other specified regions.  You must bring your own base maps for 
each map quiz.  They are available in the bookstore and online at 
http://plasma.nationalgeographic.com/mapmachine/ and other places on the Internet. 
 
SUGGESTED READING:  Any newspaper or news magazine with a large amount of 
international news such as the USA Today, Time, U.S. News and World Report or 
Newsweek.  In addition to learning about areas of the world from the textbook, you will 
be asked to discuss current events around the world. Getting into the habit of reading a 
newspaper or magazine will help increase your knowledge of the world substantially. 



 
ABSENCE POLICY:  Punctual and regular attendance is important.  Whenever a 
student’s cumulative absences for any reason—excused or unexcused—exceed the 
equivalent of four weeks of scheduled classes and activities in a semester (12 absences in 
a MWF class, 8 in a TR class), no credit may be earned for the course (see Absence 
Regulations in the UNA Catalog).  
 
POLICY:  It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal 
opportunity in education to qualified students.  If you have a disability, that may prevent 
you from meeting the course requirements, contact the instructor within the first three 
class sessions to file a Student Disability Statement and to develop an accommodation 
plan.  Course requirements will not be waived but accommodations will be made to allow 
you to meet the requirements, provided that you are timely in working with the instructor 
to develop an accommodation plan. 
 
The course outline should guide you in your studies and in arranging to take the exams on 
the specified dates.  Occasionally you will find some minor variations between the lecture 
material and the course schedule so please feel free to call or e-mail whenever you have a 
question.  As instructor, I reserve the right to modify the outline when necessary.  In 
order to get acquainted with you, I suggest that you come by my office for at least one 
visit during the semester.  Thanks. 
 
OFFICE HOURS: 
 
MTWTF: 8:00-9:15 
TH:  2:00-3:15 
And by appointment. 
 
Created by Bill Strong. Last revised 8/16/04.  wrs 
 
 

COURSE OUTLINE-FALL 2004 
 

DATE    TOPIC    READINGS 
 
August 19   Introduction 
 
24    The Nature of Geography  de Blij p. 1-7 
 
26    Thinking Geographically 
 
31    Voyage of Discovery   video and exercises 
 
September   Maps, Globes, Atlases   Atlas: p. vi-xvi, de  
 2    and Other Geo-Graphics.  Blij: Appendix A,  
         worksheet 



7    Patterns on the Planet- 
    Physical Regions   p. 7-14 
 
9    MAP QUIZ OF THE WORLD 
         Base Map of the  
         World, see study  
         guide 
 
14    Patterns on the Planet   p. 16-29 
    Human Landscapes 
 
16    Overview of Geographic Realms p. 29-37 
 
21    Geography as a Profession  de Blij: Appendix B, 
                      
http://www.aag.org/Careers/Intro.html 
 
23    FIRST EXAM   p. 1-37, Atlas-all parts 
         See Study Guide 
 
28    European Landscapes   Ch. 1, p. 39-61 
 
30    Regions of Europe   p.  62-95 
 
    Human and Physical  

Regions of North  
October 5   America    Ch. 3, p. 135-141  
    MAP QUIZ OF    Base Map of Europe 
    EUROPE 
7    Reshaping the American  p. 141-159, 166-183 
    Habitat-Urbanization 
 
12    Field Walk-City of Florence  Ch. 1,2,3 & Atlas 
         See Study Guide 
 
14    MAP QUIZ OF NORTH  Base map of North  
    AMERICA    America 
 
19    Landscapes of Middle &  Ch. 4, p. 186-221 
    South America   Ch. 5, p. 223-234 
 
21    SECOND EXAM   Ch. 1,3, and Atlas, 
         See Study Guide 
 
26    Costa Rica-A Sense of Place   
 



28    Subsaharan Africa: 
    Peoples& Places   Ch. 6, p. 267-287-356 
    MAP QUIZ: Latin  
    America and Africa 
 
November 
2    Focus on South Africa  p. 287-298 
 
4    Physical Regions of    Ch. 7, p. 321-338 
    Africa/Southwest Asia  Base Maps of Middle 
         East 
 
9    Islamic Diffusion and Arab  p. 338, 347-364 
    Customs 
 
    Focus on the Persian 
11    Gulf Region: Oman and the   Slide Lecture 
    United Arab Emirates 
 
16    South Asian Landscapes  Ch. 8, pp. 373-387, 
         393-410 Base Maps  
         of Asia and Africa 
 
18    THIRD EXAM   Ch. 4-6 and Atlas 
         See Study Guide 
 
    Unity and Diversity in 
23    South Asia Focus on India   
 
25    THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
30    Global Patterns and Connections Final Exam Review 
    Map Quiz of Middle East  Base maps of Middle 
    and Asia    East and Asia 
 
2    Study Day 
 
    FINAL EXAM 
6    GE 102.01  10:15-12:00  Review Study Guide 
    Noon 
 
*The instructor reserves the right to alter the syllabus as circumstances require* 
 
  
 
   



 
 


