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Human Geography 

Geography 260

Course Description: 

Human Geography (GE 260) is described in the University of North Alabama Bulletin as follows: "A 
conceptual approach to the study of humans, their distribution, economic systems, behavior patterns, 
value systems, and environmental perceptions, with emphasis given to the resulting patterns of cultural 
landscapes that characterize the earth. (Fall, Spring, Summer)"   

3 Credit Hours

 This course is designed to acquaint you with the human attributes which give uniqueness and diversity 
to patterns on the Earth's surface.  The information gained from this course is useful to you from several 
points of view.  Human Geography helps you to develop both a local and a global perspective from 
which you can see the human world in its uniqueness as well as its totality.  You will recognize the 
interconnectedness of various human elements of planet Earth and will understand that everyone is a 
citizen contributing to its personal welfare and  to its environmental change.  This outlook is achieved by 
using the fundamental themes of geography and by investigating specific topics within the different 
culturally defined regions of the world.  Each of you will have a different reason for studying geography, 
but all of you will learn that a knowledge of human geography is critical to being a well informed 
citizen. 

Course Objectives:  

By the end of the course, you should gain a greater knowledge of the world through the perspective of 
geography.  The course has several objectives which are divided into Instructional Objectives and Skills 
Objectives.  Instruction in Human Geography will include by not be limited to these objectives. 

Instructional Objectives: 

    The primary objectives of the course are to acquaint you with the major elements of human 
geography, familiarize you with the five fundamental themes of geography, and relate instruction to the 
national geographic standards.  Following instruction in human geography, you will: 
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●     Demonstrate knowledge of the five basic themes of geography. 
●     Understand basic map use - reading, analysis, and interpretation. 
●     Understand the use of maps, globes, charts, and other graphic material in geographic inquiry. 
●     Distinguish the world-wide spatial distributions of human landscapes. 
●     Distinguish the world-wide spatial distributions of major demographic, cultural, political, and 

economic attributes. 

Skills Objectives: 

    Instruction in human Geography will include skills development which will enable you to: 
  

●     Ask geographic questions distinguished by the "where" and "why there" aspects of the problem. 
●     Acquire geographic information by observing human and physical characteristics of places, and 

by obtaining data about people's geographic information. 
●     Organizing Geographic information. 
●     Analyze geographic information obtained from maps, graphs, and tabular data 
●     Apply problem solving and critical thinking skills to geographic information. 

Grading: 

Weekly Essays and 
Discussion

75 points

MidTerm Exam 100 points

Projects and 
Execises

525 points

Final Exam 100 points

Total 800 points

 

A 720 -800

B 640 - 719

C 560 - 639
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D 480 - 559

F 489 and below

The schedule of exams is listed on the tentative course outline.  

  

    

Text and Materials: 

    Jordan-Bychov, Terry G. and Mona Domosh.  The Human Mosaic. (New York: Longman, 8th ed., 
1998) 

Suggested Readings: 

    Any newspaper or news magazine with a large amount of international news such as the Christian 
Science Monitor, Time, Newsweek, or USA Today.  In addition to learning about areas of the world 
from the textbook, you should be able to keep up to date on current affairs and be able to discuss them as 
they relate to this course.  Getting into the habit of reading a newspaper of news magazine will help 
increase your knowledge of the world substantially. 

OVERVIEW OF CLASS FORMAT

Human Geography On-Lineis organized over the course of sixteen weeks.  Each week will involve 
reading assignments regarding a topic(s), some type of assignment and a lab exercise.  Some weeks will 
involve a "class" discussion, a team discussion and/ or a problem to solve or address.  The weeks that 
involve the team projects will require a report on the assignment.   I think "classroom interaction is very 
important, but difficult in an on-line environment; therefore we will be involved in threaded 
discussions.  See the document "How to Participate in a Threaded Discussion" to get the ins and outs 
of this type of on-line discussion.

You will be divided into small groups for each discussion and you will participate in an on-line threaded 
discussions regarding the reading topic of the week.  Once suitable discussion is complete (suitable as 
defined by the group leader), the group leader will submit a response to the question or problem that was 
assigned.  Each of you will serve as a group leader for an assignment and will receive an individual 
grade for your response; each team member will be assigned a grade based on  involvement in the 
discussion as determined by the group leader. 
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Each week (i.e., "week 1", "week 2", etc.) will be composed of an overview, assignment, key concepts, 
and resources. The overview will introduce the subject area, while the key concepts will be the items 
that you pay particular attention to in the reading.  You may consider the "key concepts" section as your 
study guide for the tests.  Each weekly section will start on Monday.  I have arranged this class such that 
you will complete and submit your  assignments by Sunday of each week.  At other times I will ask you 
will keep them in order to prepare for the exams.  Other assignments will be conducted as threaded 
discussions with members of the class. It is very important that you keep up to date on all assignments 
and not lag behind. Here are some additional items to keep in mind:

●     First, please put your name and course number (GE 260) in the RE: section of your email, inside 
the email and on any documents that you send me.

●     Second, when I send you a return email noting that I received your assignment, print it out and/or 
save the email.  Doing this insures that if there is a problem (i.e., I can't find something that you 
say you sent) then you can show me the email or email me your "return receipt".  This form of 
"backup" is good for all of us.

●     Third, don't print out the next week's assignment page until we get to the week (i.e., 
Wednesday).  I often change the weekly assignments at the very last minute and you must insure 
that you have the most current information.

●     Fourth, all documents must be emailed to me in Word, RTF or text format.  Graphics may be 
sent as JPG, GIF or TIF files.

Weekly Outline: 

Week 1 - Introduction, Autobiographical Mapping, Threaded Discussions
Week 2-  The Nature of Geography
Week 3-  The Nature of Human Geography
Week 4-  Folk Geography
Week 5-  Popular Culture
Week 6- Geography of Religion
Week 7- Geography of Religion continued
Week 8- Ethnic Geography
Week 9-  Mid-Term Exam
Week 10- Geodemography
Week 11- Geodemography continued
Week 12-  Agricultural Geography
Week 13- The City in Time and Space
Week 14- Inside the City
Week 15- Industrial Geography
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Week 16- Final Project and Final Exam
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