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 UNITED STATES HISTORY SYLLABUS, HI 201, INT 
 
Dr. Lynne A. Rieff  
Office:  205 Willingham Hall, Phone: 765-4661  
Office Hours:  MWF 8:00-10:00; TR 9:30-11:00, 12:30-1:30 in Women=s Center or by appointment. 
E-mail Address: larieff@una.edu 
 
 TEXTBOOK ASSIGNMENT AND READINGS 
 
James L. Roark, et al., The American Promise, volume I (to 1877), 3rd edition. 
 
 CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
 
HI 201 (3 credits). United States History to 1877.* The European background, colonial developments, establishment 
of the Nation, the Federalist and Jeffersonian periods, the westward movement, sectionalism, and the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. 
 
 EXAMS AND EVALUATION 
 
The final grade in HI 201 INT will be based on four tests and an essay assignment (see AAssignments and Guidelines@ 
section of WebCT for details). There will be three semester exams (taken through UNA=s WebCT system), a required 
essay (to be submitted as an E-mail attachment), and a final exam (taken on the UNA campus). Students have a two-
day period in which to take exams via the WebCT system, but all exams will be timed. The final will be comprehen-
sive but weighted toward the last section of the course material. Anyone who misses a scheduled exam may be allowed 
to take a make-up test only if there is a valid reason. In the event that you must miss an exam, contact me before the 
exam. I will approve a make-up only in circumstances beyond your control such as a medical emergency, family 
emergency, death in the family, business trip, or required participation in a university event. You may be asked to 
supply documentation to support your reason for missing an exam. Make-up exams are usually more demanding than 
the regular tests and are given at the professor's discretion and convenience. The professor reserves the right to give 
any or all make-up exams on Friday, July 28. The professor also reserves the right to require individual students or 
the entire class to come to the UNA campus to take semester exams in a controlled environment. 
 
Your essays will be graded primarily on content; analysis, interpretation, and communication skills, however, are 
important and will also determine your grade. Grammatical, syntactical, and organizational expertise is important for 
any college student; your writing should reflect these skills. Any essay or paper containing three serious grammatical 
errors (e.g., incomplete sentence, run-on sentence, subject-verb disagreement, comma splice, double negative, etc.) will 
receive an automatic "F." This is not to imply that two grammatical mistakes are acceptable, but to allow for 
understandable human error made in haste while writing exam essays or for typographical mistakes on papers. Any 
writing, spelling, or punctuation error will adversely affect your grade. 
 

GRADE PERCENTAGES FOR COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
The percentage that each exercise counts toward your final grade is listed below: 10%CFirst Exam; 20%CSecond 
Exam; 10%CThird Exam; 40%BFinal Exam; 20%BEssay Assignment. 
 

GRADING SCALE 
 
The grading scale used in this course is: 90-100=A; 80-89=B; 70-79=C; 60-69=D; Below 60=F.<br><br> 
 
                     

*This course helps fulfill departmental goals 1 and 2. 



 
 Page 2 

 COURSE OBJECTIVES FOR UNITED STATES HISTORY, HI 201 & 202 
 

This is a general education course designed to meet the needs of citizens. It is expected that it will enable students 
to make educated judgements in their present day world and its society. It also serves as a foundation course for 
students majoring and minoring in history and social science. Specifically, it assists the student in the acquisition of 
knowledge, the development of academic skills, and values. 
 
1. Students will study the origin and development of the United States in a chronological and spatial setting 

from the European background to the present, the main characteristics of the cultures of the peoples who 
help make up American history, and the leaders, forces, events, and cultural aspects that have helped 
shape this country. 

 
2. Students will develop an understanding of the interrelationship of economic, political, social, 

psychological, and technological forces in the shaping of societies and culture. 
 
3. Students will develop an understanding of the ability to practice such academic skills as research, library 

use, writing, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing historical information. 
 
4. Students will develop an understanding for historical themes concerning the origin and evolution of the 

United States, including constitutional government, immigration, America, and the world. 
 
5. Students will be challenged to consider and analyze, evaluate his/her values, the values of other groups in 

the United States, and other peoples in the world at large. 
 
 ADA POLICY 
 

It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in education to qualified 
students. Therefore, a student who has a disability that inhibits the student=s ability to meet course 
requirements and who desires an accommodation should contact the instructor and Developmental Services 
within the first three class meetings of the semester (withing the first three days during summer terms). The 
goal is to develop a timely accommodation plan and to file an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Form. 
Course requirements will not be waived, but, if possible, accommodations will be made to allow each 
student to meet course requirements, provided the student acts within the first three class meetings in 
working with the instructor to develop an accommodation plan. If a disability is identified later in the 
semester, a non-retroactive accommodation plan will be developed at that time. 
 
 CONFERENCES 
 

My office hours are listed above. Students should take advantage of these hours and should not hesitate 
to ask questions or seek help. If schedule conflicts exist, please make an appointment. 
 
 ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
 

Academic dishonesty is defined as plagiarism (stealing another's work without giving proper credit to the 
source) or cheating on an exam. Either may result in an automatic "F" for the course. Ignorance of what 
constitutes plagiarism is not an excuse. Come see me if you have any doubts. 
 

TEXTBOOK READING ASSIGNMENTS 
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ASSIGNMENT ONE 
Chapter 1, Ancient American: Before 1492 
Chapter 2, Europeans and the New World, 1492-1600 
Chapter 3, The Southern Colonies in the Seventeenth Century, 1601-1700 
Chapter 4, The Northern Colonies in the Seventeenth Century, 1601-1700 
 
EXAM IBPages 2-133 (Consult AInformation about Exam I@ for specifics) 
 
ASSIGNMENT TWO 
Chapter 5, Colonial American in the Eighteenth Century, 1701-1770 
Chapter 6, The British Empire and the Colonial Crisis, 1754-1775 
Chapter 7, The War for America, 1775-1783 
Chapter 8, Building a Republic, 1775-1789 
 
EXAM IIBPages 134-283 (Consult AInformation about Exam II@ for specifics) 
 
ASSIGNMENT THREE 
Chapter 9, The New Nation Takes Form, 1789-1800 
Chapter 10, Republicans in Power, 1800-1824 
Chapter 11, The Expanding Republic, 1815-1840 
Chapter 12, The New West and the Free North, 1840-1860 
 
EXAM IIIBPages 284-435 (Consult AInformation about Exam III@ for specifics) 
 
ASSIGNMENT FOUR 
Chapter 13, The Slave South, 1820-1860 
Chapter 14, The House Divided, 1846-1861 
Chapter 15, The Crucible of War, 1861-1865 
Chapter 16, Reconstruction, 1863-1877 
 
FINAL EXAMBPages 436-595 (Consult AInformation about Final Exam@ for specifics) 
 
**Changes or adjustments in course material, reading assignments, or other parts of this syllabus may be 
made during the semester, but students will be advised of revisions in a syllabus addendum. 
 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE PROFESSOR 
 
My E-mail address is provided in the AInstructor Information@ section above. My office number is 256-765-
4661. The toll-free number for Distance Learning at UNA is 1-877-765-6110; request that the operator 
transfer your call to me (ext. 4661) or to the Distance Learning office. 
 

INTERNET ACCESS 
 
It is the student=s responsibility to have a good Internet connection in order to take exams. If you have slow 
or unreliable Internet access from your residence, you are encouraged to come to UNA (either the Collier 
Library or the Computer Center) or to another location near your home to take exams. Taking an exam with 
poor Internet access may result in slow downloads of the test (thus limiting the time you have to complete 
exams) or losing connection with the WebCT system while completing the exam. Of course there are 
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conditions that neither of us can control (unexpectedly losing an Internet connection or a glitch in the UNA 
computer system), and I will work with you on any problems that are unavoidable. 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS ON ESSAY WRITING 
 
Your essays and papers will be evaluated on content, interpretation, and construction (form). You should 
present the information in clear, concise prose. This involves the use of proper grammar and good 
organization as well as identifying a thesis and supporting your generalizations with specific examples. In 
the introductory paragraph, identify the subject and direction of your essay. Then develop your thesis 
throughout the essay by buttressing your argument with well-explained and effective examples. 
Incorporating the relevant interpretation into your essay is essential. 
 
A good rule to observe in writing an essay is to write for the general reader, not your history professor. 
Explain issues and interpretations so that an educated reader (but one uninformed on the subject) will be able 
to understand your essay. If you are writing the essay with me in mind, you may fail to explain factors 
adequately because you may Aassume@ I know the material or know what you mean. I evaluate your essay on 
what you record, not on what I think you might know or on what I think you might be trying to convey. 
 
Always do your own writing. Do not use phrases or sentences from the textbook or any other source. Read 
the material, analyze it, and write your response in your own words. Quotes are to be short and highly 
selective (and used only to make a special point or to cite a nicely worded comment). 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
Please check the online information about the following topics. You will find these in the AAssignments and 
Guidelines@ section accessed from the HI 201 INT main screen of the WebCT system. 
 
Information about Assignment One and Exam I  
Information about Assignment Two and Exam II 
Information about Assignment Three and Exam III 
Information about Assignment Four and Final Exam 
Guidelines for Essay Assignment 
 

SUBMITTING ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER INFORMATION 
 
Please send me your postal address and phone number. To return your essays and papers (which will be 
submitted to me as e-mail attachments), I need your mail (postal) address. After registering for HI 201 INT, 
please send me an e-mail that contains your name (and preferred name you want me to use), mail address, 
and phone number(s). I would appreciate having your home phone number and (if applicable) your work 
phone number. Please notify me of any change of address or phone number that you make during the 
semester. 
 

SOFTWARE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Your essay assignment is to be submitted as an E-mail attachment. You should create the document in the 
word processing programs of either WordPerfect or MS Word. 
 


