
                                              PHYSICS 125 – FALL 2004 
I.  General Information:   
 
Course Title and Description:  PH 125 Descriptive Astronomy  (4 hours)  The extraterrestrial 
environment, including the solar system, stars, and galaxies.  Cosmology and the development of 
astronomy is also considered along with topics of current interest.  Instruction in the use of 
astronomical instrumentation is carried out in the observatory and the planetarium.  Three 
lectures and one two-hour laboratory period per week.  Special fee: $30.00. (Fall, Spring) 
 
Goals:  At the completion of the course, students should have a rudimentary and descriptive 
understanding of astronomical concepts and ideas.  The areas covered include History of 
Western Astronomy, Cycles of the Sky, Constellation and Planetary observations, the Sun and 
Solar System, Stars (birth, life, and death), Cosmology, and general scientific principles. 
   
II.   Instructor Information: 
 
      Dr. Anthony P. Blose 
      E-mail:  apblose@una.edu 
      Telephone: 765-4480 (office) 
      Office hours in FSB 207:     M-F  10:00 am-12 noon  
                                                 Others by appointment. 
III.  Required Materials: 
  
       Text:  Arny, Explorations, 3rd edition. 
       Laboratory Manual:  Can be purchased from the instructor at a cost of $10.00.  You must    
                                        sign the CONTENTS sheet and hand it in to Dr. Blose as soon as     
                                        possible to receive a lab grade. 
 
IV.  Evaluation and Grading: 
      Hour exams  (4)……..............................................................40% 
      Daily quizzes..........................................................................10%  
      Comprehensive Final exam.....................................................20% 
      Laboratory (activities and telescope*).....................................20% 
      ZODIAC project.....................................................................10% 
 
*Telescope:  Make at least one visit.  Observe and then sign the observation log.  These count 
5% of the lab grade.  Deadline:  November 4, 2004. 
 
ZODIAC project:  Find the zodiacal positions of the sun, moon, and eight planets.  This project 
will count as another test.  It is described in the lab packet.  Use the form provided.  The project 
must be turned in no later than September 10, 2004. 
 
Lab period:  Attendance and various lab exercises count 95%of the lab grade.   
Missed lab periods cannot be made up. 
 



Make up exams will only be given in dire emergencies and will be at my discretion.  You must 
notify me in advance if you must miss an exam.  Do not assume that you will be given a make-
up.
Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class and will not be made up. 
 
 
 
House Rules 
1.  Attendance is mandatory as per UNA policy.   An excess of 12 absences will result in a grade 
      of F for the course. 
2.   Lateness – Lateness is annoying and discourteous.  If you are late for class and miss the quiz, 
       you will not be given credit for attendance for that class period. 
3. Academic Integrity is absolutely required.  Any breach of academic honesty will be punished 

  severely. 
4.   Turn off all cellular phones during lecture and laboratory. 
5. Please be courteous in class, especially if your classmates are asking a question.  The 

acoustics in the Planetarium are such that extraneous talking can be exceedingly disruptive. 
 
 
V. Recipe for Success 
 
1.   Attend class and participate.  Ask questions freely. 
2.   Be prompt.  Quizzes are given at the beginning of class only. 
3. Read the text ahead of time.  Review it after material is discussed in class. 
4. Study the lecture notes at some time after class on the day they are given. 
5. Attend labs and focus on exercises and video material. 
6. Office hours are for you.  Feel free to come and discuss! 
7. Provide feedback.....It’s the only way any of us improve! 
8. BE CURIOUS!  Don’t let your studies interfere with your sense of wonder. 
9. ENJOY!  Rarely in your life will you be able to ponder the secrets of the     
      UNIVERSE and get credit for it! 
            
 VI.       Students with Disabilities 
 
It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in education to 
qualified students.  Therefore, a student who has a disability that inhibits the student’s ability 
to meet course requirements and who desires accommodations must contact the instructor and 
Developmental services within the first three class meetings of the semester (within the first 
three days during summer terms).  The goal is to develop a timely accommodation plan and to 
file an 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accommodation Form.  Course requirements will not be 
waived, but accommodations will be made to allow you to meet the requirements, provided that 
the student acts within the first three class meeting in working with the instructor to develop an 
accommodation plan.  If a disability is identified later in the semester, a non-retroactive 
accommodation plan will be developed at that time.   
 



 


