
University of North Alabama 
 

Introduction to Philosophy 
Philosophy 201,  Fall 2004 

 
Professor:   Dr. Dan Burton   e-mail: deburton@unanov.una.edu 
Office: 213 Willingham Hall   Office phone: 765-4539 
Office Hours: M-F 10-11, MW 3-4:30 web-site: http://www2.una.edu/dburton/ 
TTh 3:30-4:30 
Your UNA e-mail: pipeline.una.edu  Homeworks on WebCT, found on pipeline.una.edu 
 
 
Required Text: 
 
 Lawhead, William F.,  The Philosophical Journey, 2nd ed. (Mayfield Publishing, 2002)  
  (If you have the 1st edition, 2000, with CD, that is OK.  BUT use at your own risk. 
   Compare chapter numbers carefully!) 
 
 Lowry, Lois, The Giver (Laureleaf, 2002, or any other edition)  ISBN:  0440237688 ; 
                  0553571338 
    
Course Description: 
A study of the ideas and techniques used by humans in their quest for reality through an analysis of the 
basic problems of metaphysics, epistemology, logic, and ethics placed in historical perspective. 
   
 
Introduction:
 
 How can we really know anything?  Why should we be moral?  Can computers think?  Why does 
evil exist?  Is there such a thing as Truth?  Does God exist?  Do we have a soul, or are we just bodies?  
Are we free to choose what we want, or are we merely a bundle of genes and neuroses?  How can people 
be happy?  What is the meaning of life?   
 You’ve probably pondered such questions all of your life.  Philosophy lays claim to some of the 
best questions and the best (and worst) answers to life.  This course will survey nearly the entire scope 
of Philosophy, but in an interactive way.  That is, you will not merely read dead facts about dead 
philosophers, but you will be constructing (or re-constructing) your own philosophical worldview.   The 
text is specifically designed to be interactive (including probing questions to intrigue your friends and 
befuddle everyone else!), and it will act as a guidebook on your journey.  Obviously, we can’t talk about 
everything, so we will only sample certain topics,  currents, and themes.  Particularly, we will explore 
the following:  logic and critical reasoning, how we know what we know (epistemology), what is 
ultimate reality, what is the good life, what is morality, free will and determinism, artificial intelligence, 
and the search for God. 
 
Course Grade: 
Your grade will be based on a standard 10% grading scale (90-100% = A, 80-89% = B, etc.) 
 
 Hour Exams (2 of them)   40%  (20% each) 400 pts. 
 Final (with Comprehensive Essay)  30%    300 pts. 
 Informal Fallacy Group Project    5%    50 pts. 
 The Giver,  Quiz      5%    50 pts. 
 Reading Homeworks    10%   100 pts. 
 Attendance & Participation (esp. Giver) 10%   100 pts. 
 Totals:      100%   1000 pts. 
 
Exams 
The hourly exams will be 50 minute tests, probably conducted on Intrakal, the computer network.  Each 
will consist of a section of objective questions (e.g., multiple choice, IDs, etc.) and possibly an essay.  
Material from the assigned readings,  lectures, and in-class discussions will be included on these tests.  
The final exam will be 'comprehensive' in that it will include a comprehensive essay question, but the 
objective portion will only be over material covered following Exam II.  Exam I, Sept. 22nd; Exam II, 
Oct. 24th ; Final Exam Wednesday, December 10th,  1:00-2:45 p.m. 
 
 
The Homeworks, the Reading Quiz, and the Group Project: 
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Reading Homeworks:  There will be approximately 10 weekly Homeworks during the semester, which 
will cover the readings for each week (not the lectures).  The homeworks will be on the PIPELINE 
WEBSITE (If you have the 1st ed., then there will also be a free Study Guide CD with your textbook).  
Simply go to homeworks and take the True/False and Multiple Choice quiz for the section you are 
reading.  You may ‘retake’ these homeworks until you get a score you like, up until the date the 
homework closes.  NOTE:  After that date, you will NOT be able to take the homework. 
 
Believe it or not, these homeworks are for your benefit.  (Mostly so you won't be reading 10 zillion 
pages the night before the exam, only 5 zillion.)  
--There is also a CD (and textbook) available on reserve at the Library Circulation Desk. 
 
 
These Homeworks are DUE each Friday at 4:00pm (see below).  Since you can take them anytime 
day or night, there will be NO LATE HOMEWORKS.  Do NOT wait until the last minute!!!!! 
computers ‘freeze up,’ dogs eat keyboards, etc.  You will only be able to do Homework #3-10 ONCE.  
So use computers on campus to make sure they don’t log-out while taking the exam.  Use your home 
computer at your own risk!  Notice:  The time given on WebCT will be a day or two after the Friday 
4:00pm deadline – this is a grace period.  DO NOT TRUST WebCT’s clock, it is usually 4 or 5 hours 
early.  Anytime after Friday 4:00 that you are still able to finish is a grace period and your good luck, be 
thankful but do not count on it. 
 
Lowry’s, The Giver.  This powerful and moving novel of a future utopian society touches upon many 
philosophical issues, including:  Can we construct a society both “safe” from evil and pain, and 
nonetheless “free” – what do we gain and lose?  Why do bad things happen (The Problem of Evil)?  
Why couldn’t God (if He exists) have created us both free and without danger of pain and evil?  Do we 
have Free Will?  Is that a good thing?  There will be a Reading Quiz on Lowry’s The Giver, composed 
of 25 objective questions. This will help ensure that everyone has read the text by the time we will 
discuss it in class. (Participation points will be key here.)  There will be NO makeups of the quiz under 
normal circumstances, and it may be taken only ONCE.  Due. by Thursday Oct 16th 4:00pm.   
 
Informal Fallacy Group Project:  The class will be divided into groups of 4 (check web-site for 
assignment).  Each individual in the group will be required to find at least 2 different informal fallacies 
(from TV, magazines, political ads, etc), explain why each is a fallacy, and cite them correctly (footnote 
source).  Do NOT use informal fallacy examples from class or from informal fallacy WEBSITES!  
You must find your own examples.  Each group will meet and determine which of the examples are 
actually informal fallacies.  Each group will be required to turn in at least 5 informal fallacies (no more 
than 2 can come from the same category).  These reports should be typed, double-spaced and will run 
from 2 to 3 pages in length.  Also, a DISK with the report must be turned in as well.  (So they may be 
placed on the web-site easily.)  Each person in a group will turn in a list of names of the others in the 
group and ‘grade’ their work as either Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory (S or U).  “Unsatisfactory” shall be 
used only for the ‘Bums!’:  i.e., a person who did NOT turn in 2 questions with citations, or write an 
explanation, or did not show up for the group meeting.  (NOTE:  This does NOT include a person who 
came with two correctly cited and explained examples which were, ultimately, not used in the final 
report.)  If a person receives a majority of ‘U’s from their group – they shall receive a zero for the 
project.   DUE Monday, Sept. 15th   
 
Bonus Points:  I will also give five bonus points to any student who writes me a brief e-mail message 
explaining 1)  my policy concerning make-up exams, and 2) what they found on the course Web page 
and why it is important.  This e-mail must be sent before the first exam.  Certain “philosophical” films 
may be shown during the semester to gain bonus points as well, such as Blade Runner (Artificial 
Intelligence); Rope (Nietzsche, ethics & Hitchcock);  Gattica (Genetic determinism); K-PAX (Epist.). 
 
Syllabus and Handouts on the Web: I will be putting this syllabus on a Web-site very soon (I hope), 
so you may have access to it day or night.  (Just in case you lose this copy, etc.)  I also hope to put any 
the Review sheets and ID lists on the same web-site as well -- that way, you won't have to call me at 
2:00 AM on the day of the exam for a copy!   I hope to have this up and running within the next week.  
To find it on the web, look at:  http://www2.una.edu/dburton   
NOTE:  Check the web page every week.  I will be putting film guides and other items that you will be 
required to know for the exams on it.   Print out the film guides and BRING THEM WITH YOU TO 
CLASS so you may answer the questions while you watch.  You are responsible for getting these from 
the web (or a classmate). 
 
Policy on Attendance:  The University policy on attendance will be enforced.  This policy says that a 
student may not receive credit for the course if he or she misses more than four weeks worth of class.  
For the MWF format, this establishes a maximum of 12 absences; for the T-TH format, there is a 
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maximum of 8 absences.  If you miss more than this, the University requires that you receive no credit 
for the course and you be given an F.  I will be using a gradesheet to take attendance, please make sure 
to sign it at the end of class if you are late.  YOU are responsible to find and sign the sheet.  Each 
unexcused absence will be 5 pts. subtracted from your attendance total. 
 
Makeup Policy:  Make-ups of tests, quizzes, or the final exam will be given only under certain 
conditions.  Make-ups are at the instructor’s discretion and there will be no automatic right to a make-up 
test or quiz.  Make-ups will be given for absences arranged with the instructor in advance or for bona 
fide absences attested by a professional caregiver’s note (i.e., doctor, etc.).  If you miss a test without 
advance notice, get in touch with me as soon as possible.  DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE NEXT CLASS 
TO EXPLAIN YOUR ABSENCE!  Of course, if you are ill, see a physician or go to the University 
infirmary; do not take a test when you are ill.  Make-ups for Mid-Term Exams will be given on 8:00 
AM Dead Day, Dec. 4th.   
 
Withdrawals:  All students should be familiar with the rules in the University bulletin for withdrawals 
from courses.  You cannot withdraw from a course merely by stopping your attendance, but must initiate 
a process requiring forms and signatures.  You should become familiar with the various withdrawal 
grades of W, WP, WF, and WD, and the dates during the semester when your options change.  These 
rules apply to every course you will take here! October 14th is the last day to drop with an automatic W. 
 
Students with Disabilities:  It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal 
opportunity in education to qualified students.  Therefore, a student who has a disability that inhibits 
their ability to meet course requirements and who desires accomodations must contact the instructor and 
Developmental Services within the first three class meetings of the semester.  The goal is to develop a 
timely accomodation plan and to file an ADA Accomodation Form.  Course requirements will not be 
waived, but accomodations will be made to allow the student to meet course requirements.  If a 
disability is identified later in the semester, a non-retroactive accomodation plan will be developed at 
that time. 
 
Other Rules:  Students with hearing or vision problems should let the instructor know so that 
appropriate seating arrangements may be made.  Eating drinking, and the use of tobacco products are 
prohibited in University classrooms.  Cheating is a serious offense against academic integrity, and the 
penalty for dishonesty during any test or examination in this course is failure of the course. 
 
 
TENTATIVE LECTURE OUTLINE and Reading Assignment Schedule 
 
          Chapters/Sections in Text: 
          H# is week of a homework 
          (on Pipeline) 
‘WEEK’ 1 (Aug. 20-22) Introduction and Course Requirements   
 

LOGIC & CRITICAL REASONING 
 
WEEK 2  (8/25-29)   Socrates, Wisdom & Critical Reasoning  H#1 ch. 1.0-1.1 

   Sources: Plato, Apology, Republic 
 
WEEK 3 (Sept 3-5)     Informal Fallacies, or, Turning on Your Baloney Detector  
    Read, pp. 46-54, and Appendix (How to become a Critical Thinker) 

WARNING, H#2 Appendix-1 is LONG (begin early!)   H#2  1.3, A-1 
(Labor Day Holiday: Sept 1) 
 

EPISTEMOLOGY 
 

WEEK 4 (Sept 8-12)  Searching for Knowledge [I hope we find it!]  1.2, 2.0 
     Sources: Descartes, Hume, Plato [No homework] 

Informal Fallacies Group Project Due, Monday, Sept. 15th   
 

WEEK 5 (Sept 15-19)  Please, Be Rational.  [Rationalism, Empiricism]        H#3  2.1-2.3 
    Sources: Plato, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, Kant (2.4) 
 
Exam I:  Sept 22th (Monday) 
 
 

EXISTENTIALISM & RELATIVISM   [Epistemology, pt. 2] 
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WEEK 6 (Sept. 24-26) Is Nietzsche the Antichrist? (and would he agree?)     H#4  2.5, 7.0 
    Sources: Castaneda; Nietzsche; Kierkegaard  

[Relativism, Existentialism] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ETHICS 
 

WEEK 7 (9/29-10/3)  Why be Moral?  [Relativism vs Objectivism]         H#5   5.0-5.1 
     Sources:  Herodotus, Benedict, Rachels 
 
WEEK 8 (Oct 6-10)  Mine, Mine, Mine! (For the Greater Good, of course)  H#6  5.2-5.3 
     Sources:  Ayn Rand, Bentham, Mill [Utilitarianism] 
 
WEEK 9 (Oct 13-15)  I Just Kant Do That.  [Kantian Ethics, Virtue Ethics] 5.4-5.5 
     Sources:  Kant, Aristotle, Confucius  
 
LOWRY, The Giver, READING QUIZ due by Thursday, Oct. 16th 4:00pm 
 
Fall Break: Oct. 17th  
 
WEEK 10 (Oct 20-22) Interlude:  Politics & Poisoning    6.1 
     Machiavelli, Jack Kavorkian & Euthanasia 
 
Exam II:  Oct. 24th  (Friday) 
 
 
     WHAT IS REALITY?   [METAPHYSICS] 
 
WEEK 11 (Oct 29-31) The Mind-Body Problem    H#7 3.0-3.1 

   Sources:  Plato, Elliot’s Tantalus    
 

WEEK 12 (Nov 3-7)  Ghost in a Robot or Brain in a Vat?  H#8 3.2-3.3 
     Sources:  Descartes [Dualism], Olen  
 
WEEK 13 (Nov 10-14) Can Computers Think? [Artificial Intelligence] H#9 3.4 
     Sources: Fodor, Minsky  
 
WEEK 14 (Nov 17-21)  Am I Free? (Or was I forced to think that?) H#10 3.5-3.6  
     Sources:  Skinner, Butler, Darrow  
 
 
     THE SEARCH FOR GOD 

[PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION] 
 
‘WEEK’ 15 (Nov 24)  Philosophy Meets Religion  (5 pt bonus:) H#11 4.0-4.1  
     Sources:  Aquinas, Taylor 
 
 
‘WEEK’ 16 (Dec 1-3)  Is Evil by Design?       4.2, 4.5 

[Design Argument, Problem of Evil]  
     Sources:  Paley, Hume, Camus 
 
Dead Day: Dec. 4th  (make-up exams 8:00 AM, by appointment only) 
 
Final Exam   (same classroom) Wednesday, Dec. 10th      1:00-2:45 pm. 


