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 THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA 
 Spring 2004 
 Introduction to the New Testament 
 
RE 231, Section 1                                              Dr. Carl R. Gebhardt   
11:00-12:15 TR                                                                                            First Christian Church 
                                                                                                                       700 North Wood Ave. 
                                                                                                                          Florence, AL 35630 
                                                                                                                    Office  Phone 764-2192 

      fcchurch@HiWAAY.net  
Credit: 3 semester hours 
 
Course Prerequisites: Appropriate general studies courses 
 
Course Description: 

Study of the writings of the New Testament with special attention to the methods, 
 principles and tools for such study and to the historical, literary, and theological aspects 
 and significance to these writings.  
 
Text Books: 

The Bible, in one of the following translations: New Revised Standard Version, New  
 King James Version, New International Version, New American Standard  
 Version, or a translation of which the instructor approves. 

Harris, Stephen L. Understanding the Bible.  (fifth edition) Mountain View, CA:   
 Mayfield Publishing Company) 
 
Course Objectives: Upon completion of this course, the student will demonstrate knowledge of:  

1.  The literature of the New Testament; 
2.  The history of the early Christians and their faith as presented in the New Testament; 
3.  The political, cultural and religious environments which impact this literature; 
4.  Methods and tools for studying the New Testament. 

 
Course Outline 

Introduction - Studying the Bible 
Methods 
Tools 
Presuppositions and Goals 

Unit 1 
The Writing of Scripture: from oral tradition to fixed text 
Geography and History 

The Greek Empire 
The Roman Empire 

The Rise of Apocalyptic 
The Rhetoric of Combat 
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The growth of the Bible 
 

Unit 2 - The Gospels 
The Synoptic Problem 

 
Unit 3 - The Acts of the Apostles and the Pauline Corpus 

Acts of the Apostles 
The Letters of Paul 
Deutero-Pauline Letters 

 
Unit 4 - The Book of Hebrews 

Interpretation by Analogy 
The Temple Sacrificial System and the Role of Jesus 

 
Unit 5 - The General Letters 
 
Unit 6 - The Johannine Circle 

The Gospel of John 
The Johannine Problem 
The Jesus of History / The Christ of Faith 

The Letters of John 
The Apocalypse 

 
Attendance Policy: The Attendance Policy of the University of North Alabama will apply to all 
 students enrolled in this course, with the understanding that borderline grade point may 
 be moved to a higher or lower grade at the discretion of the instructor.  Such a decision 
 will be based upon the student’s attendance and participation record.  It is the  
 responsibility of the student to consult with the instructor AFTER CLASS to have a 
 recorded absence changed when the student arrived late. 
Grading Scale: 

90-100 = A 
80-89   = B 
70-79   = C 
60-69   = D 
Below 60 = F 

 
Evaluative Procedures: 

Tests (4)  25%  
Group Project  25% 
Historical Time-line 25% 
Final Exam     25% 

Tests: Four tests will be given in addition to the Final Exam.  The student should expect the 
 questions to come from the classroom lectures and from the corresponding material in the 
 text book.  
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Final Exam: the final exam will be given on the day designated by the University of North 
 Alabama and will include material from the entire semester (10:15 a.m., Wednesday,  

May, 12, 2004). 
 
Historical Time-line: a time-line chart showing the major events of New Testament history 
 and of the history of the surrounding nations which had an impact on the people and 
 events of the New Testament.  The time-line will be delivered to the instructor at the time 
 of each test and will be complete to the end of that unit.  It will be returned in a timely 
 fashion for the student to add material during the next unit.  It will be turned in for final 
 grade at a time to be announced later in the semester.  More detail will be given in class. 
 
Group Project: Each student will be assigned to a small group in the class.  The group will select 
 a topic of interest from a list given by the teacher, will research the topic and will be 
 assigned a date to present the results of the study to the class.  The final paper for this 
 presentation will be submitted to the teacher several class sessions in advance of the 
 presentation.  The teacher will have copies made for the entire class. 
 
Course Requirements:  

1.  The student is expected to attend class and participate in class discussion. 
2.  The student is expected to be on time to all class sessions. 
3.  The student is expected to complete a historical time-line, the details of which will be  

 explained in class. 
4.  The student is expected to participate fully in the small group to which he/she is  

 assigned. 
5.  The student is expected to take this course seriously and to do well on the tests and on  

 the final exams. 
 
Dr. Gebhardt will be available in the classroom or in the Department of History and Political 
Science office thirty minutes prior to and after each class session and by appointment (at the 
Department office or at Dr. Gebhardt’s office listed in this syllabus).  
 
 
 
 
 


