
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA  
 
SP 101/102 INTRODUCTORY SPANISH; SP 111/112 INTRODUCTORY 
SPANISH LANGUAGE LABORATORY  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION OF SP 101/102:  INTRODUCTORY SPANISH: 
Emphasizes listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Basic concepts of 
grammar are introduced. Course is enhanced with audio, video, software and 
Internet components. No prior knowledge of the language is required.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION OF SP 111/112 LANGUAGE LABORATORY: Required 
of all students enrolled in Introductory Spanish 101/102. Two 1-hour laboratory 
periods per week. Special fee: $30.00 
 
CREDIT HOURS:  
     SP 101/102 – 3/3  
     SP 111/112 – 1/1  
 
Dr. Claudia Vance 
 
Office: 207 Wesleyan Hall  
Office Hours: TBA each semester  
Tel.: 256 765-4390 
E-Mail: cpvance@una.edu 
 
This course is designed to facilitate the acquisition of a fundamental competency in the 
speaking, reading, writing, and aural comprehension of the Spanish language through 
spoken and written drills, grammar presentations, and vocabulary practice. It assumes no 
prior knowledge or competence in Spanish on the part of the student.  
 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:        ¿Cómo se dice?  Houghton Mifflin:2002. 
Recommended Texts:       501 Spanish Verbs;  Collins Spanish/English 
Dictionary.   
.    
OBJECTIVES: Students will develop basic communicative and 

grammatical competency through systematic cultivation 
of: 

 Speaking and listening comprehension 
 Reading and writing competency 
 Acquaintance with the culture of contemporary 
Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries. 

 



TARGETED LANGUAGE COMPONENTS:  Topics to be covered 
include:  Giving instructions; identifying people, gender and articles; 
describing people; plural nouns and articles; addressing others; expressing 
existence; asking questions; telling time; expressing possession; describing 
with adjectives; irregular forms; expressing relationships, likes and dislikes; 
talking about dates, personal data, numbers, actions, weather, future actions,   
abilities and desires; prepositions of location; expressing necessity and 
quantities; making comparisons; pronouns; talking about knowing; idiomatic 
expressions; past tense; negation; relative pronouns. 
 
HOMEWORK: Practice of material covered in each class meeting is 

integral to every homework assignment, as is assigned 
preparation for the following class meeting.  All 
assignments are to be written out in your Notebook. 

 
ABSENCE POLICY: Punctual attendance is important in this class.  
Four absences are allowed for your emergencies.  After four absences, each 
missed class equals to 2 points which will be deducted from your final 
average.  Whenever a student's cumulative absences for any reason--excused 
or unexcused--exceed the equivalent of four weeks of scheduled classes and 
activities in a semester (12 absences in a MWF class, 8 in a TR class and one 
week in a summer semester), no credit may be earned for the course.  (See 
Absence Regulations in the UNA Bulletin)  
 
Grading System:  Test 1           30%    Verb Quizzes (2)   15%     
                             Test 2  30%     Final   25% 
 
Spanish 111 Laboratory: The lab, which meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays in W304, 
reinforces what I teach in class.  Because your grade in the lab is based on attendance, 
each time 
you miss class 5 points are deducted from your final lab grade.  That means: 2 absences = 
A; 
4 absences = B, etc.  A tardiness of 15 minutes or more is equal to an absence.    
 
Computer Laboratory:  The lab in W305 features computers with foreign language 
software, 
Spanish tapes, movies, magazines, and satellite television.  If you have to miss a SP 111 
lab,  
you may make up the absence by spending TWO hours in the lab.  You may only make 
up two 111 absences.  In addition, you may earn an extra two points on each test and on 
the final (one point for each hour) by spending time working in the lab before each test.  
You must sign in with the student worker on duty to receive credit.  



 
Computer Lab Tour:  On September 29 we will offer a formal orientation of the lab in 
W305.  You will be required to sign up for and attend one of the 20-minute tours.   
 
Tests and Quizzes: There will be no make-up exams unless a student has a doctor's 
excuse.  
In that event, the student must take the test/have homework checked on his/her first day 
back. 
 
E-Mail: We will be using the Pipeline system as a method of communication for 
announcements and reminders, as well as comments and feedback.  Check your Pipeline 
account once every week. 
 
SPANISH SPEAKING POLICY:  Everyone should first attempt questions in Spanish.  
Don't 
worry if you don't express yourself perfectly, the fact that you are trying to speak in 
Spanish 
is what matters!  Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
 
SPANISH 101-102/111-112: Introductory Spanish  
 
CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION: Emphasizes listening, speaking, reading and writing 
skills.  Basic concepts of grammar are introduced.  Course is enhanced with audio, video, 
software and Internet components.  No prior knowledge of the language is required. 
 
OBJECTIVES: To enable students 

a. to develop and acquire a basic proficiency in listening comprehension; 
b. to develop and acquire a basic proficiency in speaking; 
c. to develop a basic situational vocabulary; 
d. to develop an understanding of the cultural setting for the language and 

how these may differ from American culture; 
e. to develop basic skills in orthography; 
f. to develop a basic understanding of the fundamentals of grammar through 

descriptive linguistics; 
g. to develop elementary skills in reading; 
h. to develop elementary skills in writing; and 
i. to have a rich acquisition and learning environment. 

 
PROCEDURES: They are intended to assist students in achieving the above 
mentioned objectives by 

a. providing frequent experiences listening for comprehension to the 
language spoken at normal speed by a variety of voices; 

b. providing frequent opportunities to speak in the language; 
c. providing lessons that deal with real life situations where the linguistic 

setting and content precede any grammatical objectives; 



d. providing the opportunity to reflect on the cultural setting fo the language 
and the differences which may exist in American culture; 

e. providing opportunities wherein orthographic skill is required; 
f. providing explanations and exercises dealing with grammatical material, 

especially as it relates to the language situation being studied; 
g. providing opportunities for reading; 
h. providing opportunities for writing; and 
i. providing a wide range of exposure to the spoken and written language in 

a comprehensible form through a variety of audio and visual materials. 
 
EVALUATIONS: These are intended to evaluate the progress of the student toward 
the desired objectives and the effectiveness of the procedures or methods by 

a. having daily activities which give feedback on the progress of learning 
and acquisition of oral-aural skills or toward proficiency in the use of 
those skills with major emphasis in evaluating oral abilities; 

b. by having frequent examinations which include an opportunity for the 
students to demonstrate progress in the objectives “a” through “f”. 

 
************************************************************************ 
It is the policy of the University of North Alabama to afford equal opportunity in 
education to qualified students.  If you have a disability that may prevent you from 
meeting the course requirements, contact the instructor within the first three class 
sessions to file a Student Disability Statement and to develop an accommodation plan.  
Course requirements will not be waived but accommodations will be made to allow you 
to meet the requirements, provided that you are timely in working with the instructor to 
develop an accommodation plan. 
 
.   
 

 


