
 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA 
AFR 101:  INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
Instructor:  J. McIver       Office:  HUMB 276 
Three Semester Hours       Hours:   3:00-4:00 TR 
          And by appointment 
 
Course Description:  An interdisciplinary survey of the origins, experiences, conditions, 
accomplishments, and contributions of people of African ancestry in the United States. 
 
Prerequisites:  None 
 
Goal:  Through lectures by the teacher of record and faculty from pertinent disciplines, reading, 
discussions, audio-visuals, and field trips, the students are expected to: 
 

1.  Discover the historical development of African American Studies as a valid university 
     discipline. 

 
 2.  Survey the historical development of African American culture from artistic, literary, 

     social, and political perspectives. 
 
3.  Use inquiry and analysis as the key to building their intellectual base in the 
    discipline. 
 
4.  Recognize racial and cultural distinctiveness while acknowledging the value of the 
     African American’s heritage and slave past. 

 
TEXT:  ANDERSON, INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES 
   Supplemented by various handouts 
 

Schedule 
 
Week 1 Nature, scope and foundation of African American Studies 
  Definition, Purpose and Objectives 
  Reading:  text, Chapter 1 
 
Week 2 Initiation and development of African American Studies 
  Demand, controversy, and institutionalization 
  Evolution of the student movement in America 
  The genesis:  San Francisco State College 
  
  African American Studies and educational democracy 
  Contemporary concepts and approaches 
  Toward new paradigms and methodologies 
  Reading:  text, Chapter 2 
 
Week 3-5 History of Africans in America 
  The Africans heritage 
  African bondage and oppression in America 
  Videos:  The Middle Passage.  The Underground Railroad, Frederick Douglass 
 



  From “Neo-Slavery” to Black Protest and Social Philosophy 
  The Civil Rights Movement -- 1955 through the 1980s 
  Reading:  text, Chapter 3 
  Videos from Eyes on the Prize series 
 
Weeks 6-7 Sociological perspectives of African Americans 
  African American Society and culture 
  African American social institutions 
 
  Socio-economic strata of African Americans 
  Deviance, Racism, law, justice and African Americans 
  Reading:  text, Chapter 4 
  Video:  Taulbert, The Era of Segregation 
  Midterm Exam 
 
Weeks 8-9 Black Psychology and Psychological Concepts 
  American and African American Concepts 
  Psychological Dimensions of Oppression 
  Psychology of Black Identity, Personality and Self-Concept 
  Reading, Chapter 5 
 
Weeks 10-11 Politics and African Americans 
  Text, Chapter 6 
 
Weeks 12-15 African American Arts and Humanities 
  Videos:  Artists of the Harlem Renaissance, Langston Hughes; selected recordings 
  Reading:  Text, Chapter 8 
  Final Exam 
 
A field trip to the African American exhibit at the Museum of Mobile will be scheduled. 
 
Attendance:  Regular and prompt attendance is required.  Three or more absences will reduce your 
final grade by one letter.  Arrangements for make-up tests must be made the first day that the student 
returns to class. 
 

Evaluation 
    Mid term----------------------------------40% 
    Final---------------------------------------40% 
    Class participation-----------------------20% 
 
Each test will consist of two parts -- a writing assignment and an objective test based upon the reading 
assignments, lectures, and audio-visual presentations. 
 

Significant class participation will improve your final grade. 
 
As part of the effort to encourage participation in classroom discussions, students will, from time to 
time, be asked to bring information to the class.  This will include current news.  These assignments 
will be included in the class participation grade. 
 
 
 



 
“In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students with bona fide disabilities will be 
afforded reasonable accommodations.” 
 
“Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, the instructor may wish to modify the above 
requirements of their timing as circumstances dictate.  For example, the instructor may with to change 
the number and frequency of exams, or the number and sequence of assignments.  However, the 
students must be given adequate notification.  Moreover, there may be non-typical classes for which 
these requirements are not strictly applicable in each instance and may need modification.  I such 
modification is needed, it must be in writing and conform to the spirit of this policy statement.” 


