
Art History I: 
Prehistoric – Gothic 

Art History 103 
TTH: 11-12:15, 12:30-1:45, 2:00-3:15 

Instructor: Kara K. Burns, ABD 
Office: VAB 150 
Office #: 460-6396 
Email:kkburns@usouthal.edu    Office Hours: Mon & Wed: 1:15 -2:15 pm  
                       Tuesday & Thursday 9:00-11:00 am  

                         or by Appointment 
 

Required Text: Gardner’s Art Through the Ages (13th Edition), Volume 1 
 
 The intent of this class is to provide an overview of art in the west from its earliest forms to the 
end of the Gothic period.   Art History is not only a formal analysis of art styles, but it is a discussion of art 
in its context.  Art helps to provide an understanding of a culture and its people that is often absent from the 
historical record.  This is especially important for those peoples that have left us with little to no written 
documents of their lives. Through the study of art we are able to determine a variety of social practices 
including the religious beliefs and the political climate of the people who produced it.  Art can also be used 
as a source of legal documentation which helps to provide dates to the archaeological record.  With this in 
mind, my hope is to provide you with a general understanding of western art, and understand arts value 
beyond its general aesthetics.   

I will often provide you with a broader range of information than what is found in your text book 
and at times present you with points of view either absent from, or different from, your text.  This is 
intended, not only to expand your knowledge beyond what is presented in your readings, but also to help 
stimulate discussion in class over a wide range of topics and allow for student input.  This class is intended 
to be useful not only for the Art History major, but for those of you in other disciplines.  I hope that when 
you visit monuments and museums around the world you will be able to use the information from this 
course to help understand and enjoy the exhibits before you. 
 
Note:  This is an Art History class.  We will be looking at images of nude men and women, sexual, 
religious and violent subject matter. 
 
Course Goals: 
 My goals in this class are to provide you with a basic understanding of the art produced in the 
cultures of the ancient and medieval world and the appropriate language used to discuss them.  This 
understanding includes not only the ability to identify famous art from individual cultures, but also an 
understanding of the historical and social frame work from which the art was produced.   
 
Course Objectives:  

1) The student will be able to identify different techniques and types of medium used by artists 
and architects.   

2) The student will be able to use the appropriate terminology when discussing art. 
3) The student will be able to place different cultures within the framework of history. 
4) The student will be able to identify specific cultures in their geographic local. 

 
Requirements: 
 

10 Quizzes worth 10 pts ea/ 100 pts total 
 3 Exams worth 100 pts ea/ 300 pts total   
 
Lecture notes: I will make available to you lecture notes on-line.  These lecture notes will include all the 
monuments, dates, important individuals from history and terms that the student is required to know for 
exams.  I have put together these notes to assist you in your studies, and strongly recommend you use them 
for taking notes.  I have left room for your own notes for this purpose.  I do, however, reserve the right to 
add and subtract to this list during lectures.  



 
Quizzes: You will have 10 quizzes worth 10 points each for a total of 100 pts.  I will replace your lowest 3 
quizzes with your highest 3.  The quizzes will cover the terms and slides from the previous weeks lecture. 
Quizzes will be given both in class and online.  For those quizzes given in class, they will be given during 
the first 5 minutes of class.  If you miss class or arrive late, you will receive a 0 for that quiz.  There are 
no makeup quizzes! 
 
Exams: Each exam is worth 100 points each for a total of 300 points.  The exam questions will address the 
monuments and terms from your notes.  You will need to know all of the works and terms in bold.  For 
the exams you will be expected to know the following for each work: Title, Period, Date (with in 10 
yrs), Artist or Architect (if known) and Culture. The works and terms have been provided in the lecture 
notes discussed above. There are no make-up exams without prior arrangements made with the 
instructor or documented emergencies.  

Attendance & Participation is MANDITORY More than 3 absences and lack of participation can 
result in the lowering of your grade by one letter grade.  It is your responsibility to keep track of 
your absences, not the instructors.  I test from both the lectures and the text book, so your grade will 
suffer from poor attendance.  The professor reserves the right to ask you to leave should you be 
caught texting, answering your cell phone, or doing an activity not appropriate in the classroom.   If 
you are asked to leave, this will count as an absence. 

 
Your final grade will be figured by total 
the number of points you have achieved 
in class and then dividing by the total 
number of points possible in the class.   
You may view your grade to date online 
at anytime during the semester. 
    

      

Exam 1 100 points 
Exam 2  100 points 
Exam 3 100 points 
10 Quizzes at 10 points each 100 points 

Total Possible Points 400 points 

 
Grading scale:  the percentage or point value that determines the final grade: 
 90-100% -A   360-400 points - A 
 80-89%-B   320-359 points - B 
 70-79%-C   280-319 points - C 
 60-69% -D   240-279 points - D 
 0-59% -F   0-239     points - F 
 
 “If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify the 
instructor/professor and provide certification from Disability Services. (OSSS is located in Room 270 
of the Student Center (460-7212).” 
 
The information contained in the course syllabus may be subject to change with advance 
notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor. 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR         
Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.  Should you be caught doing either you will receive “0” 
points for the assignment or exam. 
 
 I will not tolerate any disruption of class or violation of the University of South Alabama student 
code of conduct.  For the student code of conduct please see the website below. 
 http://www.southalabama.edu/studentconduct/code.html 

http://www.southalabama.edu/studentconduct/code.html

