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Life Science 102 SYLLABUS
Spring  2004 (12:20 Course)

Instructor: Cynthia L. Delaney
Office: Room 50
Phone: 460-6331
Textbook: Biology: the Unity and Diversity of Life by Starr and Taggart, 10th ed.
Laboratory Manual: Life Science 101 and 102 Laboratory Manual by Perry, Morton, and Perry

Course Objectives: Students will examine the basic principles of biological phenomena.  Cell
structure, cell function, and cell division will be examined.  Students will be introduced to
processes such as photosynthesis and respiration.  Additional topics covered will include
heredity, taxonomy, evolution.  Morphology of protists, bacteria, viruses, and plants will be
discussed as well.  

Office Hours: If you need to see me, you may set up an appointment to meet with me on
Monday or Wednesday at 2:15 p.m.  Appointments may be scheduled with me immediately
following your lecture.  You may email me at cdelaney@usouthal.edu.  Email will be checked
once a week, on Wednesday mornings (before 12:00pm).  Responses will be made to all emails
on Wednesday afternoons.  Email must pertain to the course and you must place your full name
at the end of the email.  

Attendance: The Biology Department subscribes to the official “Attendance and Absences”
policy of the University.  Attendance is mandatory and it will be a determining factor in
borderline grades.  Attendance will be recorded on random dates.  Should a student choose not to
attend a class, then the student must live with the consequences.  Consequences may include the
forfeit of bonus points and additional points that are added to exams.  Students are expected to
arrive on time to class.  If you are late, you must enter the lecture hall from the back doors and
take a seat in the back of the class.  Habitual tardiness will be considered disruptive behavior.   If
you miss class, it is your responsibility to obtain the notes and assignments from your
classmates.  Assignments are listed in the course schedule but may be changed at the discretion
of the lecture instructor.  

Grades: You will have three examinations.  Each one hour exam will account for 33.3% of your
final grade.  The third examination will consist of two parts.  The first part will cover the last
block of lectures following exam two.  The second part will consist of a brief cumulative  final. 
The final exam is a one hour exam.  Scores will be treated in a statistical manner.  I will make the
final decision regarding whether scaling of the final grade is appropriate.

Bonus Points: On random dates throughout the semester, I may give students an opportunity to
gain bonus points on their exams.  Students are chosen at random to answer questions.  Because
of the size of the class, not all students will be called upon on the same day.  If you are absent
when your name is called, then you forfeit your ability to gain bonus points (even if you are
present on following bonus dates).  In addition, in an effort to encourage you to communicate
about the concepts you have learned, on certain days I may allow you to work in groups to
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answer bonus questions.  To gain bonus points on those dates, you must work within your
assigned group.  If you do not participate with other members of your group, you will not be
assigned bonus points.  Whether you gain bonus points is a determination that is made solely by
the instructor.  You must be present to gain bonus points.

Posting of Grades: Grades cannot be posted by University student number or name.  You choose
a random letter code on the day of the first examination and this will be the code by which your
grades are posted.  If you do not choose a code on the day of the first exam, your grades will not
be posted.  It is your responsibility to check the key to each exam.  You should check your posted
score for accuracy before the next exam date.  If there is a discrepancy in the posted score, you
must speak to me no later than one week after the scores have been posted.  Beyond that time
period all grades will be considered accurate as posted.

Examinations: You must bring two #2 pencils with erasers for examinations.  Also, you will be
required to bring your student ID card with you.  When you turn in your exam, you must show
your student ID card.  You will be required to follow the instructions in the exam booklet.  If you
do not follow instructions, you will lose points on the exam.  Students will leave one empty seat
between each other on the day of the examination.  Exam booklets will be returned within one
week of the exam date.  It is your responsibility to be in class to pick up your exam.  If you are
not present on the day the exam booklets are returned, your booklet will be discarded.  Questions
regarding exams will be answered during the following class meeting.   Cell phones are not
permitted in the lecture hall on the day of the exam.

Make-up Tests: There will be no make-up tests unless you have an official university
excuse.  If you miss an exam, you must notify the instructor immediately (within 24 hours) to
explain your absence.  Students that fail to notify the instructor of a missed exam by the
following day will be subject to penalty.  University excuses include serious illness, death in the
immediate family or an official university function approved by the professor. If you have to
appear in court on a scheduled exam date, you must speak to me during the first week of classes
to be excused from the exam.  If you do not discuss your court date with me during that first
week, I will not schedule a make-up exam.  Excuses must be accompanied by appropriate
documentation.  Make-up exams are composed of a few essay questions and are more difficult in
nature.  If you miss an exam the instructor may choose not to scale your grade if a scale was
imposed for the class.  To avoid these penalties, you must take the exam at the scheduled
appropriate time.   If you are scheduled to take three or four final exams on the same day, you
must follow the guidelines listed in your “Spring Schedule of Classes” in order to take a make-up
exam.  Airline tickets are not an acceptable reason to take an early final.

Behavior:   Disruptive behavior which includes talking, sleeping, and general rudeness will not
be tolerated.  Cell phones must be turned off during lecture and during exams.  Students who
participate in disruptive behavior may be penalized by losing 10 points on each examination or
the instructor may choose not to scale their grades at the end of the semester.   The penalty will
be determined solely by the instructor.  Be considerate to me and to other students in this class. 
If you are feeling disruptive, do not attend class.



C.L. Delaney - 3

Cheating: Students who are caught cheating on lecture exams, lab exams, or bonus sessions will
receive an “F” in this course.  In addition, students who cheat on this course will be reported to
the Department Chair for further action.  Cheating includes providing a student with help on
exams and help during bonus sessions.

Grades: 90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, 60-69 = D, 59 and below = F.  Grades are based on
the class average.  I reserve the right to determine whether or not a scale is necessary based on
that average.  Following each exam, I will report the class average to give you a general idea of
how you did in comparison to the rest of the class.  However, an official scale will not be
determined until the final lecture exam and lab grades have been submitted at the end of the
semester.

Disabilities: If you have a disability, please follow the instructions outlined in the Student
Handbook and notify me if you will need special accommodations.  Please notify me within the
first week of classes so that I can make the necessary arrangements.  If you are assigned a note-
taker you are still responsible for attending lecture.  If you do not attend lecture, you will be
subject to penalty as dictated in the attendance section.  Exams that are sent to Special Student
Services may be returned up to one week after the actual exam date.  Students that use this
service will have to wait to check their exams until the exams are returned to them during class. 
Also, students that take their exams with Special Student Services will not have their grades
posted, instead they must pick up their exams, and the grades will be recorded directly on their
exam.  It is your responsibility to be in class on the day that the exam is returned.  Otherwise,
your exam may be discarded.

Website:   Two websites have been established for this course.  I expect you to visit each website
as directed during lecture.  I recommend that you copy the lecture outline from the websites that I
indicate during lecture.  
One of the websites has been established by the publishers of your textbook.  To visit this site, go
to www.brookscole.com  Select “Biology” from the left margin.  Next, select “Student Book
Companion Sites” from the left margin.   Once you find your book, you will choose “student
book companion site”.   
In addition to the website above, a website is available to you through USAOnline.  Go to
http://www.usaonline.southalabama.edu and click on the “Login” hyperlink.  Fill in the personal
information and password as directed when registering.  Click on the hyperlink for Life Science
102.
I will follow the outline very closely in class, however, simply copying the outline is not a
substitute for attending lecture.  I will add my own notes, add special reading assignments and
rearrange the outline content frequently, therefore you must attend class.   

Problems: If you are having any sort of difficulty with the class, please see me immediately.  I
encourage you to ask questions during class, but if you are uncomfortable asking questions
during the lecture you may see me by scheduling an appointment during my office hours.  Please
do not contact me through my email address, voice-mail at school or at my home.  I do not check 
voice-mail messages.  You may schedule an appointment with me immediately following class
lectures, by calling 460-6331 and leaving a message,  or by leaving a message in my box in
Room 124.  

If you have any problems with the policies outlined in this syllabus, then I recommend that you
drop the course because the policies are not subject to change or negotiation.
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Lecture Schedule

Date Day Assignment
Jan. 12 Monday Orientation, Syllabus  

Required Reading

Jan. 14 Wednesday 25

Jan. 16 Friday 25

Jan. 19 Monday Holiday (

Jan. 21 Wednesday 25, 26

Jan. 23 Friday 26

Jan. 26 Monday 26

Jan. 28 Wednesday 28

Jan. 30  Friday 28

Feb. 2 Monday 29

Feb. 4 Wednesday 29

Feb. 6 Friday 31 

Feb. 9 Monday 31

Feb. 11 Wednesday 32

Feb. 13 Friday 32

Feb. 16 Monday Exam I

Feb. 18 Wednesday 33

Feb. 20 Friday 33

Feb. 23 Monday 34

Feb. 25 Wednesday 34

Feb. 27 Friday 35

Mar. 1 Monday 35

Mar. 3 Wednesday 36

Mar. 5 Friday 36

Mar. 8 Monday 37
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Date Day Assignment
Mar. 10 Wednesday 37

Mar. 12 Friday 38

Mar. 15-21 Spring Break Holiday (

Mar. 22 Monday 38

Mar. 24 Wednesday 38

Mar. 26 Friday 39 

Mar. 29 Monday Exam 2

Mar. 31 Wednesday 40

Apr. 2 Friday 40, 41

Apr. 5 Monday 41

Apr. 7 Wednesday 41, 42

Apr. 9 Friday 43 (Last day to drop a course)

Apr. 12 Monday 43

Apr. 14 Wednesday 45

Apr. 16 Friday 45

Apr. 19 Monday 47

Apr. 21 Wednesday 47

Apr. 23 Friday 48

Apr. 26 Monday 48

Apr. 28 Wednesday 48

Apr. 30 Friday Review

May 3 Monday (1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.) Final Exam

*Tentative Lecture and Exam Schedule

*Changes may be made to the lecture and exam schedule, these changes will be announced during
lecture.  It is your responsibility to attend lecture and make necessary adjustments to your syllabus as
dictated by your instructor.



Life Science 102
 Lab Schedule

Spring  2004

Week Exercise Assignment
Jan. 12-16 26 Sponges and Cnidarians

Jan. 19-23 Holiday No Labs this Week

Jan. 26-30 27-28 Flatworms, Roundworms,
Mollusks

Feb. 2-6 28-29 Segmented Worms,
Arthropods, Echinoderms

Feb. 9-13 29-30 Invertebrates and Vertebrates

Feb. 16-20 31 Plant Organization 

Feb. 23-27* 32 Animal Organization

Mar. 1-5 36 Human Sensations, Reflexes,
and Reactions

Mar. 8-12 38 Skeletal and Muscular
Systems

Mar. 15-19 Holiday Holiday

Mar. 22-26 39 Human Blood and
Circulation

Mar. 29-Apr.2 33 Dissection of the Fetal Pig
(Introduction)

Apr. 5-9 34-35 Dissection of the Fetal Pig
(Conclusion)

Apr. 12-16 44 Ecology

Apr. 19-23 Final Lab Practical and Quiz

*Labs will not meet on Tuesday, Feb. 24. .  Tuesday labs will complete a lab and a half
on Feb.17 and Mar. 2 to make up for the missed lab. 

Tentative Lab Schedule-This schedule may be changed by announcements in class.



Life Science 102
Lab Syllabus
Spring 2004

Attendance: Attendance in laboratory is mandatory.  In addition, you must be on time for
lab and you must attend the lab that you are registered for.   If you miss a lab, you will
receive a zero for the lab quiz and lab practical given that class period.  If you are late for
a lab, there will be points deducted from the lab quiz and you will have less time for the
quiz and practical.  If you enter the lab after the quiz has been completed  by the majority
of students, then you will not be allowed to take the quiz or practical and you will receive
a zero for both.  No exceptions will be applied to this policy.  

Make-up Policy: There will be no make-up quizzes or practicals.  The two drop scores
are in place in anticipation of missed labs.  If you are an athlete and you must miss a class
period, then you will use that missed class period as a drop.  If you are sick (even with a
doctor’s excuse), then you will use that missed class period as a drop.  You may not take
a lab quiz in another lab section.

Disabilities: If you have a disability, please follow the instructions outlined in the Student
Handbook and notify me if you will need special accommodations.  Please notify me
within the first week of classes so that I can make the necessary arrangements.  If you are
assigned a note-taker you are still responsible for attending lab.  If you do not attend lab,
you will be subject to penalty as dictated in the attendance section. Be aware that if your
disability requires that you have additional time to complete labs, the additional time will
be arranged and dictated by the lab instructor.  Labs may be extended by a maximum of
20 minutes, and all quizzes and practicals must be completed in that additional time
period.  If you need additional time beyond the 20 minutes to complete lab assignments
other than the quiz and practical, then you will have to attend other regularly scheduled
lab sessions.  

Lab Quizzes and Practical Exams: There will be 12 lab quizzes; one will be given at
the beginning of each lab from lab 2 through the last lab.  In addition, there will be 11
practical exams; one will be given at the beginning of each lab from lab 3 through the last
lab. 

Grading:   You may drop the two lowest quiz grades and you may drop the two lowest
lab practical grades.  At the end of the semester, you will have 10 quiz grades that will
account for 50% of your final lab grade and 9 practical grades that will account for the
remaining 50% of your final lab grade. 

Problems: If you have difficulty during laboratory, please do not hesitate to contact your
laboratory instructor during lab or during their office hours.


