
Syllabus for EH 225 

Dr. Barry R. Nowlin  

Fall, 2004 

Office Hrs. M&W&F 10-11:05, 12:15-12:45; F 5:30-6 and by appointment 

Office: HUMB #258 

E-mail: bnowlin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu  

Text: Concise Anthology of American Literature, Eds. McMichael, Levenson, Marx, et. al., 5th Edition, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

web page www.prenhall.com/mcmichael/ 

Recommended but not required: Mobile Bay Tales, Franklin and Nowlin 

Students are required to check their Jaguar e-mail account frequently, at least before class. I will be sending 
information to you from time-to-time via e-mail. 

 * Prerequisite: Students must have successfully completed EH 1O1 and 1O2 before enrolling in EH 225. You 
cannot take this class without previously fulfilling these prerequisites-please, no exceptions 

Purpose: EH 225 is a survey course designed to provide an overview of American literature from the colonial days 
through 1865. Although it is not a course in history, philosophy, or religion, students are reminded that to 
understand and appreciate literature, a contextual basis is necessary. Ultimately, students will study the ideas, 
motives, values, and passions that founded this country and by doing so, will have a better understanding of their 
own place in American society. 

Objectives: 

1. to critically read and understand the literature of the period 

2. to evaluate the literature and determine authorial intent 

3. to assimilate a broad understanding of the currents of American thought during its early development 

4. to appreciate the heritage of American values, pas-sions, and ambitions in context with present times  

*************** 

Introduction, begin background 

Renaissance/Enlightenment in England 

Read: "The Literature of Colonial America": (pp.1-12) (continue on to next page) 

John Smith from "The General History of Virginia" (pp. 22-35); Bradford: from Of Plymouth Plantation, Book 
1,Chapter IX and XI (pp. 52-67);  



"The New England Primer" (pp. 82-89) 

Bradstreet:(89-90) "Contemplations" (92-99); "To My Dear and Loving Husband" (103) 

Edwards: (159-161); "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" (172-177) 

Test I (Class will be held on test days due to the short semester) 

"The Lit. of Reason and Revolution" (189-194; Ben Franklin:(195-196) "The Autobiography" (Part Two, 
256-266); Jefferson:(347-348) "Declaration of Independence" (349-351); Phillis Wheatley: "On Being 
Brought..." (379); Bryant: Thanatopsis" (544); "To a Water-fowl" (546) 

Week V & VI "The Age of Romanticism" (439-444); Washington Irving (445-446): "Rip Van Winkle" 
(455+);Emerson's "Nature" (612-622) begin Thoreau: (808-810) Walden "Where I Lived, and What I Live For" 
(871-822); Sounds (882-892); Spring (899+); "Civil Disobedience" (selected passages) 

Test II 

Poe: (551-553) "The Raven" (558+); "To Helen" (554); "Annabel Lee" (560) 

Week VII The Fall of the House of Usher (573+); Complete Poe  

Frederick Douglass (993-1011) 

Melville: Bartleby, the Scrivener (717+) 

Holmes: "The Chambered Nautilus" (handout) 

Whitman "Song of Myself" (1033+, sections 1-6); 

"When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd" (1099+) 

Emily Dickinson: "214" (1127); "465" (1134); "712" (l138) Additional topic(s) will be added depending on time 

(This is a tentative, weekly schedule. Alterations may be necessary.) 

Exams: All students are required to take all exams at the appointed time. Failure to take an exam may 
result in a zero. In order to make up a exam, a doctor's excuse or death certificate must be provided. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Grades : All three exams count equally; the quizzes will count for the remaining fourth. However, class 
participation is also important and may influence a student's grade by half a letter grade. This may result in a 
student's failure to prepare for class by reading the assignments. 

Absences: Day students may not have more than three absences (excused or unexcused)during the term; Friday 
night students may not have more than two absences (excused or unexcused). Other-wise, stu-dents should consider 
dropping the course. Students who miss more than the allotted number of classes should be prepared to have their 
grade reduced by at least one letter grade. Students who miss more than six classes should be prepared to receive a 
failing grade for the semester. Tardiness to class will constitute an absence. Also, assign-ments must be read before 
the specified- date to ensure quality class dis-cus-sion. Points will be deducted from the final grade for students who 
are not prepared for class. 



Paper : Students may complete an optional paper. All papers must receive approval in writing before a student 
begins it. Details will be given in class at an appointed time. Optional papers are due two weeks before the end of 
the semester. 

Quizzes: Students will also have daily quizzes. Students must take five of the seven quizzes given. The quiz average 
will equal 1/4 of their final grade (unless an optional paper is included). Students determine at the time of the quiz 
whether or not to submit that quiz for a grade. No substitution for quizzes will be allowed at a later date. Quizzes 
cannot be made up regardless of circumstances. Please do not ask for an exception. 

Decorum: As a matter of courtesy, students should not to wear caps/hats in the classroom.  

Also, students are expected to arrive on time and leave at the end of class. Leaving class early will constitute an 
absence.  

Turn off your cell phones! Anyone failing to turn off his or her cell phone has the option of having it nailed to 
the wall, receiving a zero for the day, or letting the class talk to the person on the other end of the line. More 
than two calls during class will result in the student losing a letter grade from the final grade. 

I hope you enjoy the course. 

Scale A= 90-100% 

B= 80-89% 

C= 70-79% 

D= 60-69% 

F= below 60% (an F on a paper will be averaged in as 50% unless it's plagiarized. Then it will be average in as a 
zero and the student may face academic discipline. Failure to turn in an assignment will be averaged in as a zero.) 
Only under the most unusual circumstances will anyone be considered for a incomplete grade.  

Disabled Student Services: 

The University offers special services to students with disabilities. Students who register with this office must 
submit documentation regarding the disabilities. Services provided are covered under Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Students in need of services due to a disability should contact the Special Student 
Services Office in Room 270, Student Center, 460-7212. 

 


