
EH 226 Syllabus 
  

Dr. Barry. R. Nowlin  

phone 460-6743 

Office Hrs. MWF (will announce times in class) 

Office #258 

bnowlin@jaguar1.usouthal.edu 

Prerequisites: EH 1O1 & 1O2 ; you must drop the course without these prerequisites 

TEXTS: 1. The Concise Anthology of American Literature, edited by George McMichael, et al. 
5th edition 

2. The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald, any edition 

3. www.prenhall.com/mcmichael/ 

(Recommended but not required: Mobile Bay Tales. by Frank-lin/Nowlin) 

PHILOSOPHY: Survey courses in American literature are intended to introduce students to the 
broad currents of American thought. EH 226 begins around the time of the American Civil War 
and examines the movements of Realism, Naturalism, and Modernism. The purpose of our 
discussions will focus not only on the specif-ic works of various authors, but will attempt to 
provide a context in which to understand their values as they perceived them. Students should 
continually evaluate and challenge these values against their own value systems. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. to critically read and understand the literature 

2. to evaluate the literature and locate authorial intent 

3. to articulate these findings in their own words 

4. to evaluate the passions, values and temperament of the times 

  

Weeks I-IV 



A. Introduction, policies, background 

Read "The Age of Realism" pp 1143-1149 

B. Dickinson: (1123) read: "I taste a liquor ever brewed"; "I heard a fly buzz--when I died"; "Be-
cause I could not stop for death". 

C. Begin Clemens: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. ( p.1196-end) 

D. Complete Huckleberry 

E. Kate Chopin: The Storm (handout) 

F. Stephen Crane: The Open Boat (p.1489) 

TEST ONE 

Weeks V-VIII 

A. Twentieth Century Literature (pp. 1555-1561) 

B. E. A. Robinson: "Richard Cory"; "The Mill" (handout); "Mr. Flood's Party"; Begin Frost 

C.. Robert Frost: "Mending Wall" ; "After Apple Picking" ; "The Road not Taken"; "Birches"; 
"Stopping by Woods"; "De-sign"; "Desert Places" 

Week IX-XI 

A. Sherwood Anderson, "Death in the Woods"  

B. Williams: "The Red Wheelbarrow"; "The Young House-wife" 

C. Eliot: "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock";  

Ransom: "Bells for John White-side's Daughter" .  

D. Faulkner: A Rose for Emily ; 

E. Hemingway: The Short happy Life of Francis Macomber 

TEST TWO  

Week XII-XVI 

A. Flannery O'Connor "A Good Man is Hard to Find" 



B. Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby 

C. Optional paper due-no later than the first week in April 

D. Ellison: Invisible Man "Chpt One"; Jarrell: "Death of the Ball Turret Gunner"; (handout) 

E. Ginsberg: "A Supermarket in California"; 

F. Rich: "Storm Warnings" 

FINAL EXAM 

Policies: l. No more than six absences for day students, two for night students ; students 
who exceed the maximum number of absences should consider dropping the course; 
more than the maximum number of absences will reduce the student's grade one-half a 
letter grade per absence for day students and one letter grade for night students regardless 
of circumstances-please no exceptions 

2. EH 1O1 and 1O2 are prerequisites for 226; student who have not taken both course 
should withdraw immediately. 

3. Two tests, the final exam, all quizzes collectively, and the optional paper count 
equally.  

4. Assignments are to be read before class meetings; students are expected to participate 
in class discussion. Adjustment to students' grades be made especially if they are not 
prepared to discuss the assignments. 

5. Students are expected to arrive on time, not leave early, not to wear caps inside the 
classroom, and to follow traditions of decorum and civility. Students who leave early or 
arrive late will be counted absent. Do not come just to take a quiz. If you arrive late and 
the door is shut, class has started and you should not enter. Also, unless you have a valid 
reason (see me for exceptions) don't bring cell phones into the classroom! If your 
cell phone rings, you have the option of having it nailed to the wall, lose 5 points, or 
allowing me and class members to talk to the individual on the line. 

6. Class participation is strongly encouraged.  

7. Students who miss an exam must bring a doctor's excuse or death certificate or 
birth certificate to qualify for a make-up exams; generally, no other excuses for missing 
an exam are allowed; make-up exams are essay in nature and usually more difficult than 
the primary exam. Simply put, plan to take exams at their given times. The doctor's 
excuse must indicate that you were not able to attend class and that when telephoned, he 
or she will verify you were not able to  



8. Seven quizzes will be given during the semester; students are required to take five of 
them for a grade. Absolutely NO make-ups are allowed for quizzes. Please don't ask for 
an exception to be fair to all students. 

9. Again, do not bring a cell phone to class! 

10. If you have a complaint regarding your grade and believe that you were unfairly 
treated, you should see me first. If you and I cannot resolve the issue, I will help you 
begin the grievance process. First, though, you will need to detail your complaint in 
writing. 

EH 226 is an exciting and interesting course! It may affect the quality of your life. I hope you 
enjoy it! 

A= 90-100% 

B= 80-89% 

C= 70-79% 

D=60-69% 

F=0-59% 

This syllabus is tentative and substitutions/deletions may be warranted as a result of time 
constraints. Also, students who have disabilities should register with the appropriate university 
office; every reasonable request to accommodate students with disabilities will be honored. If 
you have any questions, please see your instructor. 

Disabled Student Services: 

The University offers special services to students with disabilities. Students who register with 
this office must submit documentation regarding the disabilities. Services provided are covered 
under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Students in need of services due to a 
disability should contact the Special Student Services Office in Room 270, Student Center, 460-
7212. 

 


