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HISTORY 102 
(Fall 2004) 

 
Computation of Final Grade
Required assignments: nine scheduled quizzes (the lowest score will be dropped), a 
mid-term essay exam; a comprehensive essay final exam. Optional assignments: the 
second essay exam (scheduled between the mid-term and the final; a critical analysis of a 
book (due no later than Nov 29 [M]). The two optional assignments allow for four 
alternatives for the computation of your final grade. 
 
Test l     45%      Test l     30%     Test l     35%    Test l     23.3% 
Final      45       Test 2    30  Final      35     Test 2     23.3 
Quizzes 10       Final      30  Analysis 20     Final      23.3 
                 Quizzes  10      Quizzes  10     Analysis   20 
                                                  Quizzes    10 
 
No credit will be given for any material that is memorized. 
 
Attendance
Attendance as well is required and recorded. Class sessions will rely heavily on a 
discussion of issues raised in the study guide for the Perry volume and questions raised in 
the "consider" section preceding each entry in the Sherman volume. Six absences are 
allowed. Each absence after six will mean a deduction of one point from your final grade 
(on a scale of 100).  
 
Quizzes 
You must be present for the quizzes. Quizzes will be only on material assigned in the 
Sherman volume. There will be no make-up given for the quizzes or for the second 
(optional) examination. Attendance for the discussion that follows a quiz is required; 
otherwise, the quiz grade will not be counted. Please do not ask to leave early on quiz 
days.  
 
Final Exam 
The final examination will be given only as scheduled.  
 
Office Hours
My office hours are as follows: 1:00-2:30 PM, M, W, F and by appointment. If this time 
conflicts with your class schedule, I will be happy to see you at another time. To find my 
office, proceed to the main history office and ask for me. You may communicate with me 
by e-mail: LHOLMES@JAGUAR1.USOUTHAL.EDU  
 
Criteria for Grading Essay Exams
Seven interrelated criteria are considered. (1) How well does the response grasp and 
grapple with the question asked. I will present an examination that demands an 
interpretation, an opinion. If your essay, although factual, ignores the question, it has not 
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really come to grips with the question. (2) Organization. A well-organized essay indicates 
that the student knows the information and has understood it. (3) Perspective. Does the 
response deal with all the important aspects of the question; is the response placed in 
historical perspective? (4) Interpretation. How interpretive is the essay and is the 
interpretation logical? (5) Substantiation. Is the interpretation supported with factual 
information? (6) Creativity-Originality. Does the response include information and 
interpretations not offered in the assigned reading and not mentioned in class? Does it use 
assigned materials in an original way? (7) Dynamism. Does the essay have spark and 
force to it? Was it a joy to read?  
 

* * * 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, students with bona fide 
disabilities will be afforded reasonable accommodation. The Office of Special Student 
Services will certify a disability and advise faculty members of reasonable accommoda-
tions. 
 

* * * 
 

HISTORY IN THIS COURSE 
 
History as a Profession and Discipline
 In the study of history, as in almost any endeavor, there are various levels of 
intensity. At the high school level, a teacher is unlikely to identify himself or herself as an 
historian. There "history" often amounts to the study and memorization of facts. 
Likewise, history at the junior college and college level may be presented as if it were a 
course in the thirteenth grade.  
 
 At a university such as at the University of South Alabama, the study of history is 
more intense. First, your teachers are probably self-conscious historians -- their job is an 
essential part of their identity. They think of "history" not just as the past but as a method 
for approaching, analyzing, and presenting history in pictorial, oral, and written form. 
History thereby becomes more than a subject, it becomes a discipline. 
 
 And it's a discipline in the several meanings of the word: (1) a way of thinking 
and communicating and (2) a manner by which one systematically studies it. I understand 
that most students, especially in survey classes, do not aspire to become historians. Yet I 
ask them to be the best novice historians they can be. The methodology of history -- 
history as a discipline in the first meaning of the word -- is therefore an essential part of 
this course. Students are asked to interpret documents and other types of original sources 
and to express their informed opinions about people and events. They are asked to 
consider any development in its historical context, to understand it as part of a larger 
picture shaped by previous events and by contemporaneous occurrences. (I will have 
more to say about this issue when discussing the handout "PERSISTA.") Moreover, 
students are asked to share their informed opinions and interpretations in essay examina-
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tions. The essay format allows them to express their knowledge of developments in 
historical context.  
 
 Discipline in the second sense of the word is also an essential part of this course. 
Your attendance is crucial. It is in class that together we address issues and actively 
employ the methodology essential for an understanding of history. If you miss class, you 
miss much of what this course is all about and you miss something that cannot be made 
up by reading the textbooks ever more carefully.  
 
 Missing class is like leaving out a key part of a construction project. A missing 
brick here or there affects the rest of the structure. Too many missing bricks or an absent 
keystone may mean a portion of the structure collapses. Therefore, make class if at all 
possible.  
 
 While I recognize that there are good reasons for missing a class, for purposes of 
evaluating your final grade I make no distinction between excused or unexcused 
absences. A missed class is a missed class whatever the reason. Therefore, it would be 
best not to miss class for frivolous reasons; "save" your absences for those days when 
missing class is absolutely necessary.  
 
 
Study Guides
 For the Perry Volume 
 When you come to class, come prepared. The more reading you have done in your 
textbooks, the easier it will be to grasp the issues, approaches, and interpretations 
discussed. Use the study guide prepared for the Perry volume. I strongly urge you to keep 
a special notebook (or a portion of a notebook) exclusively reserved for your written 
responses to questions raised in this study guide. You will learn much this way. If you 
keep the notebook bring it to me when you drop by to discuss your work. By looking at 
it, I will be able to detect the strengths and weaknesses of your reading of the Perry 
volume and can be of greater service to you. The more mini- and full essays you write in 
response to the questions in the study guide, the better you will do in this course. You 
may present your practice essays to me for evaluation. I’ll look them over and return 
them with my commentary. My promise to you is this: If you write, it, I’ll read it. 
 
 For the Sherman Volume 
 I have not prepared a study guide for the Sherman volume. It already exists as an 
integral part of the volume. Each item in the Sherman text is preceded by an introduction 
and a "consider" section. The introduction provides information that will help you 
understand what follows. The "consider" segment provides statements that should be 
converted by you into questions to guide your reading of the item that follows. Allow the 
"consider" questions to influence your underlining, marginal notetaking, and notes that 
you should keep in a notebook (or portion thereof) just for this purpose.  
 
 
 

 3



Participation
 Come to class prepared to learn and participate. Please do not read the newspaper 
or your biology textbook. Bring your history textbooks -- they are relatively light and 
therefore eminently portable. If you feel the urge to talk with each other in class, please 
discuss the issues at hand and not yesterday's ballgame or television show. (You might be 
called upon to answer a question about the assignment if it appears your attention is 
waning.) Take creative notes that reflect the issues and the way in which they were 
presented and discussed. Rarely will you need to write down a mass of facts -- your 
textbooks have more than enough.  
 
 Please try to arrive on time. If you are late, come in, even if the door is closed, 
and occupy the first available seat nearest the door. After class, remind me to mark you 
present. 
 
 Occasionally, you may have to leave class early. Please let me know before class 
begins that this will be the case. Note again the stipulation that if you leave early on quiz 
day, the quiz grade will not be counted.  
 
 
Sample Essay Questions and Essay Exams 
 At least a week before essay examinations, I will distribute sample essay 
questions. This handout might even be a copy of an actual examination that I gave 
previously. These are sample questions without a guarantee that any of them word for 
word will be on the examination to follow. I do guarantee that these sample questions are 
representative of what will follow on the exam. If you can respond well to the sample 
questions, you will have no difficulty with the examination. The exam will not contain 
questions that should surprise you nor will it present trick questions.  
 
Visuals
 This course will present slides and films. They are presented not as "fun" or as 
"holiday enjoyment" but as an integral part of your study. Your attention to the 
interpretations that accompany these visuals is important. Your note-taking should be 
kept to a minimum, however, for after all it's a visual exercise to be seen. After class, 
preferably that same day, take time to write down what you learned from the slides or 
film and how it all fits in (or not) with what you have been learning in class and from 
your textbooks. 
 
A Final Word
 During class discussions, your instructor and some of you may make statements 
that appear foolish. Let us all agree that at no time will anyone ridicule someone else for 
an apparently inane remark. We should all strive to be polite and considerate. And what 
may at first appear to be foolish may be, upon later reflection, quite wise. Upon further 
reflection, we may realize that it was our own arrogance that accounted for the apparently 
foolish nature of a colleague's comment.  
 
 Be bold. Challenge yourself. You can do it! 
[102perry] 
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SYLLABUS FOR HISTORY 102 
FALL SEMESTER 2003 

(Holmes) 
 
Required textbooks: 

Perry, Marion.  Western Civilization: A Brief Survey.  5th ed. Vol. II:  From the 
1400s.   

Sherman, Dennis (ed.).  Western Civilization: Images and Interpretations.  6th ed.  
Vol. II.   

 
Note on the Perry volume. Some of you may have acquired volume 2 of the 4th edition of 
Perry’s Western Civilizaition: A Brief History. You may use it instead of the 5th edition. 
If you do so, please note that the pages numbers assigned below from Perry are for the 5th 
edition. You muse use the 6th edition of the Sherman volume; no earlier edition will do. 
 

Quizzes 
Nine quizzes are scheduled over pages assigned in the Sherman volume.  I strongly 
recommend that you read the pages assigned in Perry before reading Sherman.  However, 
the quiz will cover only pages assigned in the Sherman volume.  Please note that not all 
the pages in Sherman's chapters are required.   
 
Quizzes are scheduled on the following dates (for pages covered in the Sherman volume, 
see below): 
 
 Sept 1 (W) 
 Sept 10 (F)  
 Sept 22 (W)  
 Oct 6 (W) 
 Oct 15 (F)  
 Oct 27 (W) 
 Nov 8 (M) 
 Nov 19 (F) 
 Dec 1 (W)  
 

* * * * * 
  

Daily Schedule 
1.  Introduction
   Ag 23 (M).  First day of class.  Handouts and discussion of class. 
   Ag 25 (W) Discussion of handouts.  What is History?   
 
 Read Perry, preface and introduction (pp. xv-xxix) and the section, "Geography of 
Europe," that follows the introduction. 
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   Ag 27 (F) What is a Document? What is an Essay Exam?   
 Read Sherman, “Using This Book,” pp. xvii-xix. 
 Read ahead, see the assignments for August 30 below.  
 
2.  The European State System and Economic Transformation
   August 30 (M) Perry, Chapter 9. 
   Sept 1 (W). First Quiz.  Sherman, pp. 3-4, 10-15, 25-27, 28-30, 32-37. 
   Sept 3 (F). More discussion of items in Perry and Sherman. 
 
Sept 6 (M). Labor Day Holiday. No class. 
 
3.  The Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment
   Read Perry, Chapter 10. 
   Sept 8 (W).  Film:  Galileo 
 
   Sept 10 (F).  Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 18-20, 22-24, 41-44, 47-52, 61-62 (Declaration of 
Am. Independence). 
   Sept 13 (M), 15 (W) and 17 (F). More on Scientific Rev. and Enlightenment  
 
4.  The French Revolution and Napoleon
   Read Perry, Chapter 11. 
   Sept 20 (M) Film: Fallacies of Hope (26 min) (VHS-2-12) 
   Sept 22 (W).  Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 55-58, 59-79. 
   Sept 24 (F), 27 (M) and Sept 29 (W). More on French Revolution. 
 
Oct 1 (F):  MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
 
5.  The Industrial Revolution
   Read Perry, Chapters 12 and 16 (to p. 362) 
   Oct 4 (M).  Film:  Dickens 
   Oct 6 (W).  Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 81-86, 87-95. 
 
Oct 8 (F).  Discussion of mid-term essay exams. 
 
   Oct 11 (M) and 13 (W).  More on the Industrial Revolution. 
 
6.  Romanticism, Conservatism, Liberalism, Nationalism
   Read Perry, Chapters 13 and 14.  
   Oct 15 (F). Quiz:  Sherman, 97-98, 100-103, 104-107, 108-109, 131-33 (Mill), 138 
(Hatch Family). 
 
   Oct 18 (M), 20 (W) More on Romanticism and Liberalism. 
      Film: "Drive for Power" from Bronowski's "Ascent of Man" 
       
   Oct 22 (F). More on this topic, or perhaps one of the films listed in the next section.  
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7.  Scientific and Cultural Challenges:  Reason and Antireason
   Read Perry, Chapters 15 and 17.   
   Oct 25 (M) One of the films below.   
     Film: Freud and Darwin (VHS-1741, 30 min)   
 Film:  Gould on Darwin (VHS-1940); 
 Film:  Impressionism: Van Gogh (VHS-1070-7), 40 min. 
 
   Oct 27 (W). Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 129-140, 141, 142-143. 
   Oct 29 (F) and Nov 1 (M) and Nov 3  (W). More on Challenges. 
 
Nov 5 (F).  OPTIONAL ESSAY EXAMINATION 
 
8.  Imperialism and World War I
   Read Perry, pp. 362-374 and Chapter 18.   
 
   Nov 8  (M) Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 115-123, 124-127, 147-150, 153-155, 156-158, 165-
166 (Freud). 
   Nov 10 (W), 12 (F), and 15 (M). More on WW I. 
 
Nov 12. Last day to drop a course. 
 
9.  Europe Between the Wars
   Read Perry, Chapters 19 and pp. 476-481 from chapter 20.   
   Nov 17 (W).  Film:  portions of "Triumph of the Will" and Bronowski's "Knowledge or 
Certainty" 
 
   Nov 19 (F).  Quiz:  Sherman, pp. 161-164, 167-181, 183-189. 
   Nov 22. (M). More discussion of Nazism 
 
Nov 24-26, Thanksgiving Holidays, no class. 
 
Nov 29 (M). More discussion of Nazism. 
 
10.  The Contemporary World
   Perry, Chapter 21, especially pp. 509-522.   
   Perry, Epilogue: Reaffirming the Core Values of the Western Tradition, pp. 523-524. 
 
   Dec 1 (W). Quiz:  Sherman, 191-193, 196-201, 204-208, 216-219. 
   Dec 3 (F).  More discussion. 
 
Dec 6 (M). More discussion. Last day of class.   
 
FINAL EXAMINATION. 
 HY 102-105. Friday, Dec 10. 10:30-12:30 
 HY 102-107. Monday, Dec 13. 10:30-12:30 
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