
HISTORY 135 
UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1877 

 
Prof. Marsha Hamilton      Fall 2004 
Office:  HUMB 380       Section 107 
Office Hours: T 12:30-2:00, Th 4:00-5:30    TTh 2:00-3:15 
  or by appointment     HUMB 360  
Phone: 460-7611    Email:mhamilton@jaguar1.usouthal.edu 
 
 
Course Description 
 
History 135 is a broad survey of American history from the earliest settlements through the Civil 
War and Reconstruction.  Although it covers many topics, we will concentrate on social and 
political developments in the region that became the United States, analyzing in particular race, 
class, gender, social structure and citizenship.  The purpose of the class is to stimulate critical 
thinking about the history of the United States to better understand the choices made by people in 
the past and how those choices have shaped society today.  Few events in history are inevitable;  
the decisions of earlier Americans, individually and in aggregate, not only shaped their world, 
but also influenced the range of choices available to us.  We therefore are not simply learning 
names, dates and facts about the past, we will try to comprehend how the United States 
developed and why this is important to you, as citizens making crucial decisions about the future 
of the country. 
 
Format 
 
The course will consist of lecture, class discussions and group activities.  You are expected to 
complete the assigned readings before each class and  come prepared to discuss them.  You are 
also encouraged to ask questions – if you do not understand an issue, chances are that another 
student has the same problem.  You should also be prepared to analyze and comment on the 
issues presented in the readings and lectures.  In other words, active engagement with the 
material is required.  Participation in class discussions gives you the opportunity to voice your 
opinion, to formulate arguments, and to respond to the opinions and ideas of other students.  
Participation will be factored into the final grade. 
 
Assignments 
 
There will be four major assignments during the semester: an in-class mid-term exam, a short 
essay (3-5 pages), a long essay (5-7 pages) and a final.  Each of these assignments must be 
completed in order to pass the class.  There will also be weekly quizzes covering the reading.  
All written assignments will be evaluated on content as well as composition.  You must 
communicate your ideas effectively by using proper grammar and syntax in well-constructed 
sentences and paragraphs.  We will discuss the assignments in greater detail before they are due. 
 
Please bring the books containing the weekly readings to class and print out assigned documents.  
We will discuss these readings in class. 



Assignments must be turned in on the day they are due.  Late papers will not be accepted, nor 
will emailed papers or papers turned in on computer disks.  If you have problems completing an 
assignment, come to see me before the situation becomes desperate.  I am more likely to be 
sympathetic the week before an assignment is due than on the day it is due.  Computer or printer 
crashes are not acceptable excuses for late papers.  Keep a backup of drafts on a floppy disk or as 
hard copy.  All papers should be stapled together when handed in—please do not use report 
covers or folders. 
 
Make-up exams will be given only if an emergency prevents the student from attending the exam 
as scheduled and if I am notified of the problem IN ADVANCE. 
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in any assignment.  Purchasing papers over the internet, taking 
information and ideas from published or internet sources without proper attribution, copying 
articles from published or internet sources, and making only slight changes in the words of a 
source with or without attribution are all considered plagiarism.  ANY STUDENT CAUGHT 
PLAGIARIZING MATERIAL WILL RECEIVE AN “F” FOR THE COURSE.  Please refer to the 
statement on plagiarism attached to this syllabus.  Make sure you read it and understand it.   
 
The two essays will be submitted to Turnitin.com this semester to help you learn how to avoid 
plagiarism.  For each assignment you may submit more than one draft of the paper.  In other 
words, if you submit a draft of your first essay and the report from Turnitin.com indicates 
plagiarism, you can revise your paper and resubmit it to find out if you have made the proper 
changes.  You can also bring the paper and the report to me and we can discuss any problems.  
The password for this class is survey; the class ID is 1164526.  You will need both of these to 
log onto Turnitin.com. 
 
We will discuss the process of using Turnitin.com in greater detail before the first essay is due.  
EACH STUDENT MUST TURN IN ONE DRAFT OF EACH PAPER TO TURNITIN.COM.  PAPERS NOT 
SUBMITTED WILL RECEIVE A LETTER-GRADE REDUCTION. 
 
“The University of South Alabama is committed to the fundamental value of academic honesty.  
The student handbook, The Lowdown, defines plagiarism as one form of academic misconduct 
which is ‘subject to investigation and disciplinary action through appropriate university 
procedures.’  Plagiarism is using somebody else’s ideas and/or words in your writing without 
correctly identifying the sources.  As one resource for helping you avoid plagiarism, your written 
work in this class may be submitted to Turnitin.com for an evaluation of the originality of your 
ideas and proper use and attribution of sources.  Assignments submitted to Turnitin.com will be 
included as source documents in a restricted-access database solely for the purpose of detecting 
possible plagiarism of such documents.  As part of this process, you will be required to submit 
electronic as well as hard copies of your writing.  By taking this course, you agree that all 
assignments may be subject to some from of originality review.  A paper not submitted 
according to procedures and format set by the instructor may be penalized or may not be 
accepted at all.” 
 
I reserve the right to change the assignments and reading schedule as needed during the semester. 
 



Grading 
 
Mid-term exam 20% 
Short essay  25% 
Long essay  25% 
Final   20% 
Quizzes   5% 
Attendance   5% 
 
There will be thirteen weekly quizzes during the semester, the ten highest grades will be used 
when calculating the final grade.  The final exam for this class is Thursday, December 9 from 
1:00-3:00 in HumB 360. 
 
Grades will be calculated on a straight scale (i.e. 90% and above is an A, 80% and above is a B, 
70% and above is a C, 60% and above is a D, and 59% and below is failing).   
 
An A paper is well-written and well-structured, uses proper grammar and good style, shows good 
command of the issues, and makes an interesting argument.  A B paper adequately addresses the 
topic, but generally has a weakness in argument, evidence or writing.  A C paper is average—
you show some understanding of the issues but provide little discussion, few details and average 
organization.  A D paper has a weak or non-existent argument, uses evidence poorly if at all, and 
has problems with grammar, style and clarity in writing.  An F paper shows no attention to the 
topic; there is no argument, no evidence, no structure, and/or the writing is poor.  In addition, no 
matter how good the paper may be in structure, writing, evidence, and argument, if it is 
plagiarized, it will receive an F.  Make sure you understand what constitutes plagiarism. 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance in this class is mandatory; I will take attendance at the beginning of each class.  If 
you are not in your seat when I take attendance, it will count as an absence.  Therefore make sure 
you get to class on time.  You have four absences for the semester; you do not need to give me a 
reason for the absence.  The fifth and following absences will count against your grade.  Again, 
no excuses are accepted.  Make sure that you have a good reason if you decide to skip class—
you may wish you had a free absence left at the end of the semester. 
 
Required Books 
 
Jeanne Boydston, et. al.  Making a Nation: The United States and Its People 
The textbook comes in a package containing a CD ROM of documents, Thomas Paine’s 
Common Sense, and two pamphlets, Understanding and Answering Essay Questions and 
Reading Critically About History.  We will use all of these—make sure your package is complete 
Olaudah Equiano, Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
 
All books are available in the campus bookstore. 
 



Classroom Etiquette 
 
You are expected to come to class on time and not to pack up until class is dismissed.  In 
addition, turn off all beepers and cell phones before class begins.  Arriving late to class, packing 
up early, and ringing phones are distracting for your fellow students.  Please try to minimize such 
disruptions. 
 
The open discussion of opinions is encouraged in this class, but you are expected to treat each 
other with respect regardless of differences of opinion.  All students are encouraged to stop by 
during office hours with questions, comments or problems. 
 
Please Note:  Students needing special accommodations to complete the work for the course 
should speak to me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Special Student Services 
Office in the Student Center, Room 270.  This office will determine the necessary 
accommodations to assist students.  All information will be  confidential. 
 
 
Reading Assignments 
 
Week 1: America and Europe before 1492 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 1, pp. 1-11 
   
 Aug. 24 Introduction to the course 
 Aug. 26 America and Europe before 1492 
 
Week 2:  Early European Settlements 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 1, pp. 11-21; Ch. 2 
  Doc. 1-2 (Columbus Letter) 
  Doc. 1-10 (Thomas Harriot) 
 

Aug. 31 Spanish and French America 
 Sept. 2  English Attempts at Settlement  
 
Week 3:  English Settlements 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 3 
  Doc. 2-9 (George Alsop) 
  Doc. 2-5 (John Winthrop) 
 
 Sept. 7  Chesapeake Society 
 Sept. 9  New England Colonies 
    
Week 4:  Restoration America 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 4 
   
 Sept. 14 Restoration Colonies 
 Sept. 16 Imposition of Empire 



 
 
Week 5:  Labor Systems 
 Read: Olaudah Equiano 
  Doc. 2-13 (Gottlieb Mittelberger) 
  

Sept. 21 Servants and Slaves  
Sept. 23 Slavery and Slave Societies 
   

Week 6:  North America in 1700 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 5 
  Doc. 3-8 (Manners and Etiquette) 
 
 Sept. 28 Enlightenment and Great Awakening 
   SHORT ESSAY DUE  

Sept. 30 Mature Colonial Societies 
    
Week 7:  Road to Revolution 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 6 
  Doc. 3-10 (Closing the Frontier) 
 

Oct. 5  Imperial Crisis 
 Oct. 7  The Turbulent 60s 
 
Week 8:  Revolution 
 Read: Common Sense 
  
 Oct. 12  Independence and Revolution  
 Oct. 14  War and Peace  
 
Week 9:  Interpreting the Revolution  
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 7 
 
 Oct. 19  Interpreting the Revolution 
 Oct. 21  MID-TERM EXAM 
 
Week 10:  A New Government 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 8 
  Doc. 6-7 (Divergent Reactions) 
  Constitution (in textbook) 
 
 Oct. 26  Confederation 
 Oct. 28  Constitution  
 
 
 



 
Week 11:  A New Nation? 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 9 
  Doc. 7-5 (Opposing Visions) 
  Doc. 9-7 (Henry Clay) 
 
 Nov. 2  Instituting the Government      

Nov. 4  Industrialization   
 
Week 12:  Jacksonian America 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 10, 11 
  Doc. 9-3 (Erie Canal) 
  Doc. 9-9 (The Harbinger) 
 
 Nov. 9  Transportation Revolution 
 Nov. 11 Rise of the Common Man 
    
Week 13:  Antebellum Societies 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 12 
  Doc. 12-5 (Thomas Corwin) 
  Doc. 11-3 (Habits of Industry) 
 
 Nov. 16 Westward Expansion  
   LONG ESSAY DUE 
 Nov. 18 Moral Reform 
    
Week 14:  Sectional Conflict 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 13 
  Doc. 13-2 (Black Abolitionist) 
 
 Nov. 23 Anti-Slavery  
 Nov. 25 THANKSGIVING 
 
Week 15:  Civil War 
 Read: Boydston, Ch. 14, 15 
  Doc. 15-1 (Jefferson Davis) 
 
 Nov. 30 The Nation Divides 
 Dec. 2  War 
 
Week 16:  Rebuilding the Nation 

Read: Boydston, Ch. 16 
 
 Dec. 7  Reconstruction 
 Dec. 9  FINAL EXAM, 1:00-3:00 
 



How to Write an Essay 
 
An essay illustrates your ability to analyze an issue and discuss the ideas and events surrounding 
the topic.  For this class, you will write two essays.  The topics will be given to you two weeks 
before the papers are due.   
 
To begin an essay, you must first read the question and decide what it is asking you to do.  Write 
down your ideas—how do you think you will answer the question?  What are the important 
points? Then re-read the assigned book or document to find evidence to support your ideas and 
conclusion.  TAKE NOTES.  Do not simply highlight or flag the evidence you want to discuss—put 
it in your own words.   
 
As you begin to write, close the book—put it across the room.  Use your notes to develop the 
first draft.  It is very easy to plagiarize if the book open in front of you.  The original source says 
it so much better than you can in the first draft that it is easy to lift from the source.  Don’t do it.  
Struggle through your own first draft; after you have a complete paper, go back to your sources 
to make sure that you have quoted them properly or paraphrased accurately (and have not stayed 
too close to the original) and that you have correct citations.  
 
Structure your essay to best illustrate your ideas.  Begin with a paragraph or two outlining the 
problem (or issue) and briefly describing the points you plan to discuss. YOUR THESIS 
STATEMENT SHOULD BE IN THE FIRST OR SECOND PARAGRAPH.  Do not repeat the question as your 
introduction to the paper.  Use your own words and ideas to begin the paper.  The body of the 
paper should consist of paragraphs discussing your ideas in detail.  A paragraph should fully 
explain each point—one- or two-sentence paragraphs are not acceptable.  You should then 
conclude with a paragraph or two that summarize your ideas. 
 
You must also base your paper on the readings and discussions from the class.   You may 
incorporate information from outside sources, but you are not required to do so.  In fact, a paper 
based solely on internet or other outside sources will not be  accepted and will receive an “F”. 
 
An essay presents your own ideas expressed in your own words.  You cannot simply restate 
ideas presented in the readings or taken straight from lecture notes; you must use these sources as 
building blocks for your own ideas, not in place of your own work.  Remember to cite the words 
and ideas of your sources.  Slight changes of wording with or without a citation constitute 
plagiarism. 
 
Essays will be graded on composition, grammar, syntax, and spelling as well as content.  In other 
words, essays must be well-written, with complete, coherent sentences and paragraphs as well as 
thoughtful.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced, using a 12-pitch readable font (i.e. no 
script or “fun” font) and no more than 1.25” margins.  Paragraphs should be indented five spaces 
and only one double-space between paragraphs.  Please staple your papers together—do not use 
report covers or folders. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Statement on Plagiarism 
 
There is nothing wrong with using the words or thoughts of others or getting their help; indeed it 
is good to do so as long as you explicitly acknowledge your debt.  Plagiarism is when you pass 
on the words or thoughts of others as though they were your own.  Plagiarism includes: 
 
·  Copying without quotation marks or paraphrasing without acknowledgement from someone 
else’s writing 
 
·  Using someone else’s facts or ideas without acknowledgement 
 
·  Handing in work for one course that you handed in for credit for another course without the 
permission of both instructors 
 
When you use published words, data or thoughts, you must footnote your use.  There are several 
footnote formats; in history we generally follow the Chicago Manual of Style.  When you use the 
words or ideas of friends or classmates, you should thank them in an endnote (e.g., “I am grateful 
to so-and-so for the argument in the third paragraph.”  If friends just give you reactions, but not 
suggestions, you need not acknowledge that help in print although it is gracious to do so.) 
 
You can strengthen your paper by using material written by others as long as you acknowledge 
your use and as long as you use that material as a building block for your own thinking rather 
than as a substitute for it. 
 
The academic and scientific worlds depend on people using the work of others in their own 
work.  Dishonesty destroys the possibility of working together as colleagues.  Scholars and 
researchers do not advance knowledge by passing off others’ work as their own.  Students do not 
learn by copying what they should think out on their own. 
 
Unintentional plagiarism is still plagiarism.  Now that you have read this, you cannot plead 
ignorance.  If you have any questions about the proper acknowledgement of help, be sure to ask 
the instructor. 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from the Statement on Plagiarism, Department of History, SUNY Stony Brook, 
Undergraduate Bulletin, Fall 2001. 
 
 


