
Syllabus Fall 2004  
AIS 105: Encounter with the Humanities 

Adult Interdisciplinary Studies 
Mary Elizabeth Kimbrough, MFA 

 
 Mekimbro9@cs.com      471-1749     fax 460-6519 
Office Hours: Thursday 4:30-5:30 or by appointment 
Texts: The Unvanquished by William Faulkner, and Their Eyes Were Watching God
by Zora Neale Hurston 
 
Course Objectives 
To be exposed to the culture of the American south, including literature, history, 
geography, fine and applied arts, religion, music, politics, film, and cuisine. 

To be aware of the origins of Southern culture, to be able to put this culture in the 
context of the United 
States and the world at large. 

To analyze works of literature and history in both oral and written forms. 

To enhance your personal understanding and appreciation of Southern culture. 

Nature of the Course 
The instructor will lecture on course material. Students will participate through class 
discussion, individual and group projects, and objective tests. We will also view films, 
listen to music, and view art works. 

Attendance 
Participation is an important part of this class; therefore, students are expected to 
attend all classes. If you rniss a class, assignments are still due as stated and may be 
mailed or faxed to the instructor. Points will be taken off for late assignments. It is the 
student's responsibility to make arrangements with the instructor to make up missed 
work. exams, etc. 

Accommodations 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. students with bona fide 
disabilities will be afforded reasonable accommodation. The Office of Special Student 
Services (460-7212) will certify a disability and advise faculty members of reasonable 
accommodations. 

Grading 
Class participation       100 points  
Exams (3 total)                        300 points  
Oral Report                             100 points  
In class work                           100 points 

Grading scale 90-100=A. 80-89=B. 79-70=C, 60-69=D, below 60=F.  lf you have 
questions about your grade during the semester, please schedule a conference with 
the instructor. 

Tentative class outline (the instructor reserves the right to change class content and 
assignment deadlines as needed) 

Class 1 8/26 
Introduction to the course. 
 Review syllabus. 



Introduction to Faulkner and The Unvanquished.
Begin Slaves in the Family  (Where Did We Come From exercise) 
 
Class 2 9/2 
Discussion of Unvanquished - characters and locations.  
Discussion of SITF -brief discussion of early colonial architecture 
 
Class 3 9/9 
Discuss Unvanquished and SITF.  
View parts of Gone with the tVindand, Birth of a Nation. Compare and contrast the 
myth of the south with the reality, D.W. Griffith 
 
Class 4 9/16 
Finish the Unvanquished. Discuss the theme of the novel and review Faulkner's Nobel 
Prize acceptance speech.  
Discuss SITF. 
 View film of Barn Burning. 
 
Class 5 9/23 
1st objective test 
Clay project 

 

Class 6 9/30  

Finish SITF. Discuss the aftermath of the book, the Harleston cousins in Charleston, 
look at religion in the South, film on William Christenberry and Alabama outsider artists. 

 
Class 7 10/7 
Introduction to Zora Neale Hurston and TEWWG. 
Ooverview of Southern literature 
Instructions and explanations of oral project.  
Film on Gee's Bend Quilts 
 
Class 8 10/14 
TEWWG continued. 
 Introduction to Rising Tide 
 Glaze pottery 
 conferences with students on oral report and  music reports 
 
Class 9 10/21 
Discussion of TEWWG and Rising Tide. 
 Overview of politics in the South- film on George   Wallace 
 
Class 10 10/28 
Discussion of TEWWG and Rising Tide.  
Overview of visual arts in the South 

Class 11 11/4  

Second objective test.  

View 1st half of To Kill a Mockingbird 

Oral reports. 



 
Class 1211/11 
Complete discussion of TEWWG.  
Discuss Rising Tide. 
Complete viewing of To Kill a Mockingbird,  
Oral reports 
 

Class 13 11/18  

Complete Rising Tide.  

Discuss To Kill a Mockingbird,  

Distribute and read Flannery O'Connor short stories 

Oral reports. 

 
Class 14 12/2 
Film on Delta Blues 
Groups report on their short stories. 
Distribute final exam 
 
Class15  12/9 
Presentation of oral reports,  
Southern cuisine 
Turn in final exam 
 
Note: Please do not hesitate to call or email me if you have 
questions or problems. It is my belief that good teaching is all 
about communication.  I am available to you. No question is 
stupid!  

*Statement regarding changes in course requirements: 

Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, the instructor may wish to modify 
the above requirements or their timing as circumstances dictate. For example, the 
instructor may wish to change the number and frequency of exams, or the number and 
sequence of assignments. However, the students must be given adequate notification. 
Moreover, there may be non-typical classes for which there requirements are not 
strictly applicable in each instance and may need modification- If such modification is 
needed, it must be in writing and conform to the spirit of this policy statement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


