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LG 232-Intermediate Spanish II 
Spring 2004 

University of South Alabama 
 

Instructors:  Kristy M. Britt                       Federico Pérez-Pineda 
Office Hours:  MW: 9:10-10:10,  MWF: 10:00-11:00 

2:15-2:45;  and by appointment 
   TR: 10:00-11:00;   
   and by appointment   
E-mail:   kbritt@usouthal.edu  fperez@jaguar1.usouthal.edu  
Telephone:   461-1457   460-6485  

(Department: 460-6291) 
Class Time/Section:  MWF 10:10-11:00 / Section 101 
   MWF 12:20-1:10 / Section 103 
   MWF 1:25-2:15 / Section 102 
 
Intermediate Spanish II is the second course of a two-semester sequence.  The goal of the 
course focuses on communication in cultural context. At this level we expand on the four 
elementary skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in preparation for the 
advanced level courses that follow. By the end of the course the student will be able to 
communicate, read and write, at the intermediate level as determined by many national 
proficiency exams. 
 
Texts: a) En contacto: Gramática en acción 
           b) En contacto: Lecturas intermedias 
           c) En contacto: Cuaderno de ejercicios y laboratorio. 
   7th eds. Gill, Wegmann & Méndez-Faith. Boston, Heinle and Heinle, 2003. 
 
 *Please note: the Gramática en acción should come with an Audio Compact Disc. 
 
Course Goals for LG 231 and 232: 
 
 1. To understand spoken Spanish on topics ranging from social to academic. 

2. To write in Spanish about a variety of topics. 
3. To read authentic materials in Spanish. 
4. To increase the student’s vocabulary. 
5. To converse in Spanish about various topics. 
6. To acquire knowledge of Hispanic culture and its contribution.   

 
Procedures and Attendance: Class meets three times a week and students are expected 
to devote one to two hours of preparation time outside of class for each class meeting.  
Students are to come prepared to class.  Class-time will be used for practice, interaction, 
and other communicative activities.  Absences are strongly discouraged. After three 
absences, one point per additional absence will be deducted from the overall participation 
grade. The following documented reasons will be considered excused at the instructor’s 
discretion: an accident, hospitalization, or death in the family. Make-ups will NOT be 
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given except for the aforementioned documented excuses. Assignments are due as 
indicated on the syllabus/ and as assigned in class and are to be typed (12 pt. font, 
double-spaced) unless otherwise specifically noted by the instructor. Please note that days 
showing an assignment signify that it is due at the beginning of that class meeting.  Place 
all assignments at the front of the room before class begins. Label all assignments clearly 
including its title, referencing page numbers, chapter, etc.  
Be sure to communicate with your instructor as soon as you feel that you are 
encountering difficulties with the material. 
 
Escritura: Nine escrituras are due as indicated on the syllabus.  These are to be typed 
(12 pt. font, double-spaced) with careful attention given to spelling, conjugation, and 
accent marks. No escritura may be longer than 1½ pages in length. Please label all 
escrituras clearly including the date submitted, composition number, etc., and place at the 
front of the room before class begins. Escrituras 1-6 and 9 will be worth 2 percentage 
points each and escrituras 7-8 will be worth 3 percentage points each. The writings are to 
be turned in on time.  If for reasons beyond the student’s control a composition is to be 
turned in after its due date, the student must speak personally with the instructor before 
submitting it.  At the instructor’s discretion a one-day late composition might be accepted 
for a deduction of one letter grade. Compositions later than two class meetings will not 
be accepted. 
 
Evaluation of Escritura: Grades will be based on grammatical accuracy and logical 
content. Escrituras are to be done by the individual student with no exception.  At any 
time a student should be able to respond to instructor apprehension concerning the 
propriety of the work.  Students should only get help from grammar books, dictionaries, 
and consultations from others on difficult words/structure. This means that no native 
speaker or other fluent person is to go over a student’s escritura.  The writing of the 
composition is part of the learning process. If the instructor feels that a student’s work is 
not a reflection of demonstrated class knowledge/ability, the instructor may call the 
student into his/her office and ask the student to demonstrate that the escritura is indeed 
that student’s original work.  If the student does not adequately support the escritura, a 
grade of zero will be assigned. 
 
Videocultura: It is the student’s responsibility to watch the video segment for each unit 
by the dates indicated on the syllabus.  The video is available in the LRC.  Questions 
from the videocultura may appear on the exams. 
 
Workbook/Lab Manual: Workbook/Lab Manual assignments are due on the date of 
each of the 6 exams. (Please note this includes the final.) Place the clipped 
Workbook/Lab Manual at the front of the room before class begins.  Please understand 
that students are to correct workbook pages before turning them in to the instructor. If 
the student does not make any mistakes on a page, there needs to be a check marked at 
the top of that page to let the instructor know that it was reviewed with the answer key. 
Sections that cannot be corrected with the answer key will be checked by the instructor.   
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¡OJO!  Only pencil, blue or black ink is to be used to answer the workbook/lab manual. 
Colored ink is to be used for the corrections/check marks. No late workbooks will be 
accepted.
 
Answer Key: An answer key to the Workbook/Lab Manual is available on the website of 
the USA main library.  There are also reference copies available at the circulation desk of 
the library. Hard copies of the answer key are also available in the LRC and for purchase 
at the bookstore. 
 
Class participation: Includes workbook/lab manual, handouts, homework, attendance, 
daily and active participation, and any pop quizzes and/or other assignments made by the 
instructor as the course progresses.   
 
Exams: There were will be 5 chapter tests and one final exam.  The dates for these exams 
are indicated on the syllabus. Make-ups will NOT be given except for the previously 
mentioned documented excuses.  Chapter tests include all of the material from each 
chapter even if it was not covered in class (unless otherwise indicated by the instructor.)  
The final examination is partially comprehensive.   
 

 
Valoración de la nota: 

Participación........................10% 
6 examenes...........................70% 
Escritura................................20% 

 
Grading Scale: 

          90 - 100               A (Excelente) 
                                                     80 - 89                B (Muy Bien) 
                                                     70 - 79         C (Regular) 
                                                     60 - 69                D (Malo) 
                                                       0 - 59                F (Inaceptable) 
 
 
Language Resource Center (LRC): This multi- media language facility is located in 
HUMB 337.  Only students who are currently enrolled in a foreign language course will 
have access to the center.  The Language Resource Center is an excellent place to do all 
computer related homework, to explore websites related to the Hispanic World, and to 
participate in Spanish chat-rooms.  In its Media Lounge students can watch Spanish 
satellite television, converse in Spanish, watch the video component of the course, meet 
other language students, and just “hang out.” 
 
 
Websites: Students can obtain more information about this department, the Spanish 
program at USA, and study abroad opportunities on the Department’s homepage: 
http://www.usouthal.edu/languages.   
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The En contacto program also has a student website with additional exercises: 
http://encontacto.heinle.com.   
*Students might want to bookmark these pages to access them more quickly*. 
 
 
Tutoring is offered by the department.  The tutors have regularly scheduled hours to 
provide extra help and practice.  Please look for posted signs that announce their 
schedules.  Take advantage of this free service early in the semester, especially if you are 
having difficulty with some aspect of the language. 
 
If you have a disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please 
notify your instructor and provide certification from Disability Services (Office of 
Special Student Services).   This office is directed by Ms. Bernita Pulmas and is 
located in the Student Center, Room 270, Phone: 460-7212. 
 
Waiver: Changes in this syllabus due to unforeseen circumstances may occur.  Students 
will be notified of any modifications in advance, whenever possible. 
 
 
 
 
 


