
PHL 110   INTRO TO PHILOSOPHY           DR. YOUNGBLOOD 
FALL 2004   SEMESTER SYLLABUS 
 
 
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday & Thursday:  1:45-2:45  and by appointment. 
 
OFFICE: Room 124, Humanities Building  Phone:     460-6248 
 
      AIMS
 
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to some of the most enduring and at the same 
time, traditional topics of philosophy and to the special kind of thinking which may be called 
philosophical.  As a consequence of this study, the most serious student will have sharpened 
his own ability to analyze and think critically. 
 

        METHOD 
 
The student will read essays by well-known philosophers addressed to four different 
philosophical problems – Free Will, the status of Mind and its relationship to the Body, the 
nature of moral judgments, and the existence of God.  Most of your study time will be consumed 
in learning to read philosophy, a task which you will probably discover requires some practice.  
Class time will be used to help you discover how well you have understood what you have read.  
This will be accomplished through a dialectical technique – a series of questions directed by the 
instructor to the class and a rejection, acceptance and/or evaluation of the replies.  Necessarily 
then, the assignments must be read every day. 
 
            TESTING 
 
There will be 2 short exams – one following each of the 2 parts studied.  They will be a mixture 
of true/false, multiple choice, and short answer.  In addition, the last day of class you will be 
given an essay exam consisting of 2 or more questions.  There will be no make-up 
examinations except in case of physical illness.  Make-up exams are much more difficult, and 
not to be advised. 
 
In addition, once per week you will turn in written exercises on specific questions assigned.  
These written exercises will count 40% of your total grade and will be handed in each Thursday 
(or Tuesday). 
 
Because you are new to philosophy, I do not expect you to understand everything when you first 
read it.  But I do expect you to try your best to answer the questions.  I shall not grade the 
assignments as A, B, and so on.  Instead, I shall only give you a check mark if you do them and 
trust that our discussion in class has cleared up any questions that you might have.  In addition 
to calling on you in class, I shall randomly “spot check” various exercises.  If I decide that you 
are not putting sufficient effort into answering the questions, you will not receive credit for that 
written exercise.  You should note that, in general, you cannot hand in a written exercise if you 
are not in class.  To hand in late written exercises, you must write a note on the written 
exercise explaining why it is late (e.g., you were ill).  It is up to the instructor to determine 
if the late written exercise will be accepted.  Even if it is accepted as late, it will be 
recorded as late and the instructor will weigh this factor in assigning the final grade.  
There will be 13 written exercises due.  If you do 11 or more, you will receive an A for this part 
of the grade.  If you do 10, you will receive a B-.  9 yields a C+.  8 is a C.  7 yields a C-.  6 is a 
D.  5 or fewer is obviously an F.   
 



           GRADING 
 
Your final grade will be determined by the scores on your 5 exams, written exercises, and class 
participation.     
 
 

GRADE DISTRIBUTION OF COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

1.  Participation   10% 
2.  Written exercise   40% 
3.  Exams     1ST Exam:     20% 

   2nd  Exam:     20% 
   Final Exam:  10% 

 
 

THE NUMERICAL GRADING SCALE FOR THE TEST IS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

  A     93-100  B     83-86  C     73-76 
  A-    90-92  B-    80-82  C-    70-72 
  B+    87-89  C+   77-79  D     60-69  
 
 
 
    ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY
 
If you are caught engaging in academic dishonesty (including cheating or plagiarizing someone 
else’s work) you will receive an F for the course. 

 
 

DISABILITIES POLICY
 

 If you have a specific disability that qualifies you for academic accommodations, please notify 
the professor of this course and provide certification from Disability Services (Office of Special 
Students Services). The Office of Special Students Services is directed by Ms. Bernita Pulmas  
and is located in the Student Center, Room 270, Phone 460-7212. 
 
 

STATEMENT REGARDING CHANGES IN COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 

Since all classes do not progress at the same rate, the instructor may wish to modify the above 
requirements or their timing as circumstances dictate. For example, the instructor may wish to 
change the number and frequency of exams, or the number and sequence of assignments. 
However, the students must be given adequate notification. Moreover, there may be non-typical 
classes for which these requirements are not strictly applicable in each instance and may need 
modification. If such modification is needed, it must be in writing and conform to the spirit of this 
policy statement. 
 

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 

Students are strongly encouraged to avoid missing classes.  Each class period is conceptually 
demanding.  If your absence is necessary, you are responsible for getting notes, assignments, 
etc. from those who have attended.   
 



ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Listed below are the essays which you will read.  They are found in your text, A Modern 
Introduction to Philosophy by Edwards & Pap. Assignments will be made on a daily basis from 
this list. 
 
WEEK I: 
Henry Thomas Buckle:  The Regularity of the Moral World,  pp. 28 
William James:  The Dilemma of Determinism,  pp. 34 
John Stuart Mill:  Of Liberty and Necessity,  pp. 52 
 
WEEK II: 
Moritz Schlick:  When Is A Man Responsible?,  pp. 59 
John Hospers:  Free Will and Psychoanalysis,  pp. 83 
 
WEEK III: 
David Hume:  Of Personal Identity, pp. 184 
Thomas Reid:  Of The Nature and Origin of Our Notion of Personal Identity,  pp. 194 
C. D. Broad:  The Traditional Problem of Body & Mind, pp. 201 
 
WEEK IV: 
John Tyndall:  Limitations of Scientific Materialism, pp. 215 
Viscount Samuel, A. J. Ayer, and Gilbert Ryle:  The Physical Basis of Mind—A Philosopher’s 
Symposium, pp. 232 
J. J. C. Smart:  Sensations and Brain Processes,  pp. 241 
 
WEEK V: 
Review and 1st Exam 
 
WEEK VI: 
Searle:  Minds and Brains Without Programs 
 
WEEK VII: 
Write review of Searle’s article including contrast of Searle’s solution with Ayer and Smart. 
 
WEEK VIII: 
Introduction:  pp 288-295 
Thomas Reid:  Moral Faculty & The Principles of Morals,  pp. 296 
Bertrand Russell:  Science and Ethics,  pp. 305 
G. E. Moore:  The Indefinability of Good,  pp. 322 
 
 
WEEK IX: 
A. J. Ayer:  Critique of Ethics,  329 
John Mackie:  A Refutation of Morals, 346 
 
 
WEEK X: 
St. Anselm:  There Exists Something Than Which A Greater Cannot Be Thought,  pp. 403 
Thomas Aquinas:  The Five Ways,  pp. 408 
F. C. Copleston:  Commentary on the “Five Ways” of Aquinas,  pp. 411 
 
 



 
 
WEEK XI: 
Clarence Darrow:  The Delusion of Design & Purpose,  pp. 446 
Fyodor Dostoevsky:  The Sufferings of Little Children,  pp. 454 
John Hick:  The Problem of Evil,  pp. 463 
 
WEEK XII: 
Soren Kierkegaard:  Eternal Happiness, Subjectivity and Truth, pp. 491 
Review & 2nd Exam 
 
WEEK XIII: 
Prepare questions for class discussion and review 
 
WEEK XIV: 
Catch up & review for final examination 
 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION 
TO BE ANNOUNCED  
 
Additional assignments may be made toward the end of the course. 


