
CH101: INTRODUCTION TO GENERAL CHEMISTRY – SUMMER 2014 COURSE SYLLABUS  
        
     

        Time:   Lecture / Lab:  TTH     6:00 – 9:50 PM        Location: Wallace 403 / 414   
  

Course Description:  
An introduction to the fundamental principles of chemistry.  Designed for students pursuing nnoonn--sscciieennccee 
degrees. Three lecture and two laboratory hours per week.  (4 credit hours) 
         

Course Objectives:  
This course is designed to give students an understanding of the many ways that chemistry influences 
their world.  During this course, students should obtain an understanding of the basic principles of 
chemistry and become proficient in common laboratory techniques and scientific problem solving. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
     Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 

Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria 

Develop an appreciation of the metric 
system of measurement. 

 Complete calculations involving the 
conversion of one unit of measurement into 
another. 

 

 Perform measurements using common 
laboratory equipment. 

Gain an understanding of the properties 
and composition of matter 

 Demonstrate a familiarity with the periodic 
table and the elements. 
 

 Distinguish between the various forms of 
matter. 
 

 Describe the structure of atoms and 
compounds and types of bonding. 

 

 Differentiate between physical and chemical 
changes. 

Become acquainted with chemical 
reactions. 

 Identify the products and reactants in a 
chemical reactions and balance chemical 
equations. 

 

 Predict the products of certain reactions. 
 

 Perform calculations involving chemical 
equations. 

Gain an understanding of solutions. 

 Perform calculations to determine the 
concentration of solutions using various 
methods. 

 

 Demonstrate an understanding of chemical 
equilibrium processes. 

 

 Differentiate between acidic and basic 
solutions. 

 

Required Materials: 
     The following items are required for this course.   

 General, Organic, and Biological Chemistry, Timberlake, 4th Edition   (ISBN: 9780321750891) 



 Scientific Calculator 

 Safety Glasses 
  
Grading: A ≥ 90%     B = 89 – 80%      C = 79 – 70%      D = 69 – 60%      F ≤ 59% 
 
Evaluation: Three Exams + Final Exam = 75% 
   Laboratory Average = 25% 
   *Any student dissatisfied with their grade is urged to speak with the instructor first. 
 
Important Dates: 

Thursday, May 29    First Day of Class  
Thursday, June 12   Exam 1 
Thursday, June 26   Exam 2  
Tuesday, July 15    Exam 3 

  Tuesday, July 29     Final Exam, 6:00 – 8:00 pm  
 
Strategies:  
              Students are supported and guided in their learning in several ways as listed below: 

 This course is delivered by a blended learning approach consisting of a mixture of lecture, text, 
PowerPoint, other support material, and exams. 

 Students will be provided an objective sheet that lists suggested study topics and homework 
problems.  

 It is expected that students will : 
1. use the lecture, text, and supplemental materials to structure their own learning and 

make their own notes. 
2. attend lectures regularly and participate in class discussions.  

 
Absence Policy: 

 In accordance with University policy, a student cannot receive credit for a course if 
he/she does not attend at least two-thirds of the class meetings, regardless of the 
reason for the absences. Attendance will be taken for each class. 

 There will be no makeup exams unless pre-approved by the instructor. A grade of zero 
will be given for each exam missed. Note: Make-up exams may be more difficult than 
the original exam. 

 The final exam MUST be taken at the designated time or else a zero will be issued, no 
exceptions.  

 Every effort should be made to be present for the labs. There will be no makeup labs for 
any reason. Any absence from a lab will result in a grade of zero for that experiment. At 
the end of the semester, your lowest lab grade will be dropped, so one absence will not 
have a negative effect on your grade. Three laboratory absences will result in zero credit 
for the entire laboratory portion of the course. Five laboratory absences will result in an 
F for the entire class regardless of your class grade. 

  



Punctuality: 
Students are expected to arrive on time for lecture and lab. Students arriving after roll call are 
considered late. Three late appearances will be considered the same as one absence.  

 
Disability: 

The University of West Alabama strives to make its programs accessible to qualified persons defined as 
disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Students who have special needs that require accommodation are responsible for notifying instructors in 
each course in which they are enrolled and appropriate staff members, who in turn will refer the student 
to the ADA Compliance Coordinator. Following verification of the student's status, the ADA Compliance 
Coordinator will work with the instructor or staff member in implementing an appropriate plan for 
accommodation of the student's needs. Support documentation of special needs from a physician or 
other qualified professional will be required if deemed necessary. For additional information, students 

should contact the Student Success Center, Foust Hall Rm. 7, (205) 652-3651, or the Office of 
Student Life, Webb Hall Rm. 311, (205) 652-3581. 
 

Content/Schedule Change: 
The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress in course subject matter and is 
considered tentative. The schedule is subject to change in content and scope at the instructor's 
discretion. 

   
Honesty/Integrity: 

The UWA Academic Dishonesty policy stated in the General Catalogue and the student 
handbook will be followed in this course.  
 

Blackboard: 
Students are required to use the Blackboard system. All students in this course must establish 
whether or not they can access blackboard after the first class. Labs, grades, and important 
announcements will be posted via Blackboard. If an announcement is made in Blackboard, it 
holds as much weight as if it were announced in class. 
 

Student Responsibilities: 
 Read the material to be covered ahead of time. 
 Attend class regularly. (You are responsible for material covered when absent.) 
 Participate in class discussions. 
 Learn the material covered. (~3 hours of study for each hour of class) 
 Take the examinations at the times and dates given. There are no make-ups.  
 Do assigned homework problems. You cannot succeed without doing homework. 
 Learning the material is YOUR responsibility. 

 
Safety:  
 During the first laboratory session, safety rules will be reviewed in detail. Students are expected 

to follow these rules at all times. If a student fails to follow safety rules, a reduction of the 
student’s lab grade may result or the student may be asked to leave the lab, in which case a 
zero will be given for the lab grade. 

  



Tentative Laboratory Schedule: 
 Lab handouts for all experiments will be made available through Blackboard. Prior to each lab 

session, you should go to Blackboard, print a copy of, and read the handout for the experiment. 
Note: Many of the handouts include pre-lab problems that should be completed and turned in 
at the beginning of each lab.  

 

Thursday, May 29  Safety 

Tuesday, June 3   Measurement and Density 

Tuesday, June 10  Signs of Reactions 

Thursday, June 19  Naming Compounds 

Tuesday, June 24  Lewis Structure and Molecular Models 

Tuesday, July 1    Gas Laws 

Tuesday, July 8   Separation of a Mixture 

Thursday, July 17  Thickness of Zinc on Washers 

Tuesday, July 23  Titration of an Antacid 

 
Lab Objectives: 
      Students who complete the lab section of this course should be able to: 

 Utilize basic laboratory principles. 

 Understand the proper disposal procedure for used materials. 

 Utilize and maintain laboratory equipment properly. 

 Demonstrate a working knowledge of proper safety practices. 
 
 


