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EH 103-01: Honors English I 

Fall 2014 
 

Course Description: 
Training in expository writing with enhanced opportunities for the pursuit of excellence in writing. A 
grade of C or above is required to pass this course.  Three (3) hours credit. Prerequisite:  ACT composite 
score of 24 or higher and an ACT English score of 26 or higher.  Anyone who chooses to enroll in this 
course is responsible for ensuring that he or she has fulfilled all prerequisites. 
 
Department of Languages and Literature Student Learning Outcome for EH 103: 
General education students in composition courses will improve their writing skills, as shown in their 
knowledge of grammar. 
 
Course Objectives: 
English 103 is an Honors composition course designed to provide  

 a  knowledge of and an ability to use standard American English as well as an awareness of non-
standard dialects; 

 a knowledge of grammar, organization, structure, style, and diction that will allow effective 
written communication to an educated audience; 

 a knowledge of different patterns of expository writing; 

 practice in weighing facts, implications, inferences, and judgments in the pursuit of logical and 
critical thinking;  

 the ability to read critically and analytically;  

 the ability to exercise this knowledge in class discussions and critiques of other students’ work. 
 

Dr. Shaul’s Expectations for This Course: 
Students in EH 103 (Honors English I) are usually at the top of their class in writing skills, having 
demonstrated an adeptness with and command of the written word that is well above the standard. 
Because that is so, our focus for this class is much less on the grammar and mechanics of writing 
(although we will, from time to time, engage in “refresher” exercises). Instead, this course is designed to 
help you develop and exercise your critical thinking, reading, research, and writing skills through reading 
and discussing the writing of others, in multiple media, and creating and improving upon your own, also 
through the uses of multiple media. The atmosphere of this class is open, welcoming, and meant to 
encourage original thought and creativity; to that end, students must also be open to the expressed 
opinions of their peers and engage in mature, reasonable dialogue. 

 
Texts, Supplies, and Learning Resources: 
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 Fowler, H. Ramsay, and Jane E. Aaron. The Little, Brown Reader. 12th edition. (available through 
the UWA campus bookstore or any online bookseller) 

 Carr, Nicholas. The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains. (available through any 
online bookseller) 

 Flash drive or some other means of saving and transporting your work 

 Blackboard Learn 9.1 course site (available for enrolled class members) 
Also, as an added feature of our course, I have posted a number of “Grammar Girl” episodes in the 
“Grammar Girl” folder on Blackboard that provide help with various grammar/punctuation trouble 
spots. You may read the text versions of these episodes online, or you may download audio episodes for 
your iPod, MP3 player, or other listening device. You can also find more recent episodes in iTunes under 
“Grammar Girl podcasts.” 
 
Evaluation/Grading: 
Since EH 103 is a composition course, the student’s grade will be based primarily on the writing 
assignments.  At the end of the semester, a student’s averaged grade will be reported as a letter grade: 
90-100 = A     80-89 = B     70-79 = C     69 and lower = N, D, or F, as appropriate 
In accordance with state requirements, students must earn a grade of C or higher to pass EH 103.  Any 
student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades during the course is urged to discuss this matter with the 
instructor. 
 
N Grade Policy: 
Any student enrolled in EH 099, EH 101, EH 102, EH 103, or EH 104 must receive an overall grade of C 
or higher to pass the course. Students who make a genuine effort but are unable to fulfill the course 
requirements during the first semester in which they are enrolled in the course will receive a non-
credit, non-penalty grade of N. If the student does not receive a grade of C or higher in subsequent 
attempts to pass the course, he or she will receive a grade of D or F. Students who do not make an 
effort to pass the course in the first semester and in subsequent semesters will also receive an F. Any 
student who misses more than one third of the total number of days in the semester will receive a 
grade of FA.  
 
Assignments: 
You will complete and submit a total of six (6) writing assignments. All writing assignments will be 
created and submitted through electronic means—e-mail, blog, Blackboard discussion board, etc. 
 
Assignment 1        10%  
Assignment 2        10% 
Assignment 3         15% 
Assignment 4         20% 
Assignment 5         20% 
Out-of-class assignments/quizzes/participation        10% 
Final Exam        15% 
 
Your assignments will be graded on a 100-point scale, corresponding to the 100-point scale used for the 
final grade. I will grade them based on content (detail and development, organization, style, and 
originality of thought and expression) and form (grammar and proper formatting). Some sessions will be 
devoted to writing in class, writing workshops, or peer reviews. Failure to attend or participate in 
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those classes (without a clearly legitimate excuse) will result in a two-point grade reduction on the 
assignment in question. I will also deduct points for grammatical errors, including editing/proofreading/ 
typographical errors (i.e., an error is an error).  
 
Late Work, Absences, and Make-Up Work: 

 Your assignments must be turned in by deadline dates and times to receive full credit. Failure to 
submit work by the deadline will result in a grade reduction for the assignment of five points per 
24-hour period.   

 There may be situations—such as a university-related function—that cause you to miss class. 
You must inform me of the impending absence at least one class period before you miss class. 
Otherwise, attendance is required. Roll will be taken at the beginning of every class period. 

 Excused absences are those resulting from such things as illness, death in the family, required 
University activities, court appearances, and military obligations. Six unexcused absences during 
the term (beginning with the first day of classes) will result in a reduction of the final grade by a 
whole letter grade.  

 Further penalties will accrue with more absences—at my discretion. If the total number of 
absences exceeds one-third of the number of class meetings in the term, the student will 
receive an FA for the course.  

 Two late arrivals to class will count as the equivalent of one absence. Students entering class 
more than fifteen minutes after class has started will be counted absent for the day.  

Making arrangements for make-up work is the responsibility of the student, not the professor. No 
work will be accepted after one week following the student’s return except with the permission of the 
department chairperson. Quiz grades cannot be made up.  Early departure from class without my prior 
approval counts as an absence.  

 Six unexcused absences during the term (beginning with the first day of classes) will result in a 
reduction of the final grade by a whole letter grade.  

 Further penalties will accrue with more absences—at my discretion. If the total number of 
absences exceeds one-third of the number of class meetings in the term, the student will 
receive an FA for the course.  

 Two late arrivals to class will count as the equivalent of one absence. Students entering class 
more than fifteen minutes after class has started will be counted absent for the day.  

 
 
Disability: 
The University of West Alabama strives to make its programs accessible to qualified persons defined as 
disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Students who have special needs which require accommodation are responsible for notifying individuals 
from whom assistance may be required and informing instructors in each course in which they are 
enrolled. Students should contact the University’s Counseling Center following acceptance to the 
University to discuss the range of services or accommodations the University can provide. Support 
documentation of special needs from a physician or other qualified professional will be required if 
deemed necessary. 
For additional information, contact the Counseling Center, Foust Hall, Room 7, (205) 652-3651 or the 
Office of Student Affairs, Room 323, Webb Hall, (205) 652-3581 (from the UWA Tiger Paw Student 
Handbook). 
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UWA Code of Student Conduct: 
All students are expected to behave honorably in academic endeavors. Plagiarism or any other form of 
cheating or violation of the Code of Student Conduct will be dealt with according to the disciplinary 
procedures outlined in the UWA Tiger Paw Student Handbook.  
According to Turnitin.com policy, “In an effort to ensure high academic standards, The University of 
West Alabama (UWA) subscribes to Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an electronic tool that can be used to 
educate students and faculty about plagiarism. Furthermore, the use of Turnitin.com can help prevent 
and detect plagiarism.” Furthermore, the policy states, “The University of West Alabama reserves the 
right to use electronic means to detect and help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this 
course all course documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com.  All materials submitted to 
Turnitin.com will become source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Students may be required by the instructor to 
individually submit course documents electronically to Turnitin.com.” 
 
Assessment Day: As a part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day is set aside 
each semester for assessment activities. This semester’s Assessment Day falls on Tuesday, October 21, 
which does not affect our class meeting. 
 

Daily Schedule of Discussions, Readings, and Assignments 
Note: The Little, Brown Handbook (12th ed.) will be abbreviated as LBH 

 
WEEK ONE 
Mon., Aug. 18 Introduction to course; explanation of syllabus and course policies. For class on 

Wednesday, review the articles and video in the “Grammar Matters” folder on 
Blackboard (it’s a subfolder of the “Grammar Girl” folder) 

Wed., Aug. 20 Using Blackboard Learn 9.1: Overview, Tutorial, and Q&A; presentation of 
iCommunicate. Then it’s time to get weird. . . 

Fri., Aug. 22 “Ways Language Works” (more fun than it sounds!); receive diagnostic topics. 
Diagnostic writing assignment is due no later than midnight on Monday, 
August 25, via e-mail 

 
WEEK TWO 
Mon., Aug. 25 Grammar Girl #2 and #3. Discussion of occasions for writing: analyzing topics; 

establishing audience, persona, and tone (LBH 10-25) 
Wed., Aug. 27 Discussion of assigned articles: Carr’s “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” and 

Gladwell’s “Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not Be Tweeted” (both 
available on Blackboard) 

Fri., Aug. 29 Continued discussion of articles; explanation and discussion of topics for 
Assignment 1 

 
WEEK THREE 
Mon., Sept. 1  Labor Day holiday (class will not meet)  
Wed., Sept. 3  In-class workshop on Assignment 1 
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Fri., Sept. 5 Class will not meet; Assignment 1 is due no later than midnight on Friday, 
September 5, via e-mail 

 
WEEK FOUR 
Mon., Sept. 8 Grammar Girl #4 and #5. In-class exercise—Tweets and Texts: How to Overcome 

Multiple-Persona Disorder  
Wed., Sept. 10 Discussion of article Richtel’s “Growing Up Digital, Wired for Distraction” and 

video “How Does Technology Affect Teenagers?” (available on Blackboard) 
Fri., Sept. 12 Writing the Exemplification Piece (discussion of Assignment 2) 
 
WEEK FIVE 
Mon., Sept. 15 In-class workshop on organization; writing an effective thesis; creating balanced 

paragraphs with clear topic/transitional sentences 
Wed., Sept. 17 Peer workshop on first draft of Assignment 2 
Fri., Sept. 19 Grammar Girl #6. Final editing and trouble-shooting of Assignment 2; 

Assignment 2 is due no later than midnight on Friday, September 19, via 
Blackboard blog site. 

  
WEEK SIX 
Mon., Sept. 22 Reading Arguments Critically (LBH 186-210). For class on Wednesday, be 

prepared to show the class an advertisement for analysis and discussion. You 
may post your ad as part of a discussion thread on Blackboard. 

Wed., Sept. 24  Analyzing Ads: How to Interpret Image- and Text-Based Persuasion 
Fri., Sept. 26  Discussion of Assignment 3. Workshop on creating an advertisement analysis  
 
WEEK SEVEN 
Mon., Sept. 29 Bring rough draft of Assignment 3 to class for collaborative workshop. Be sure to 

include your advertisement (in print or accessible digital format) 
Wed., Oct. 1 Final editing and trouble-shooting for Assignment 3; Assignment 3 is due no 

later than midnight on Friday, October 3, via e-mail. 
Fri., Oct. 3 Grammar Girl #7 and #8. Exercises on writing effective sentences and breaking 

bad writing habits. 
 
WEEK EIGHT 
Mon., Oct. 6  Writing an Argument (LBH 211-228); discussion of logical fallacies 
Wed., Oct. 8  Creating an Effective Argumentative Thesis (discussion and workshop) 
Fri., Oct. 10 Workshop on Organizing Your Argument 
 
WEEK NINE 
Mon., Oct. 13  Discussion of topics for Assignment 4 
Wed., Oct. 15  In-class workshop on introductory paragraph and thesis 
Fri., Oct. 17 In-class workshop on Assignment 4 
 
WEEK TEN 
Mon., Oct. 20 Final editing and trouble-shooting for Assignment 4; Assignment 4 is due no 

later than midnight on Monday, Oct. 20, via e-mail. 
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Wed., Oct. 22 Read the Prologue (“The Watchdog and the Thief”) through Chapter Three 
(“Tools of the Mind”) of The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains 
read for class on Friday. 

Fri., Oct. 24 Discussion: The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains. Read 
Chapter Four (“The Deepening Page”) through Chapter Six (“The Very Image of a 
Book”) for class on Monday. 

 
 
WEEK ELEVEN 
Mon., Oct. 27 Discussion: The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains. Read 

Chapter Seven (“The Juggler’s Brain”) through Chapter Eight (“The Church of 
Google”) for class on Wednesday. 

Wed., Oct. 29 Discussion: The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains. Read 
Chapter Nine (“Search, Memory”) through the Epilogue (“Human Elements”) for 
class on Friday. 

Fri., Oct. 31 Final discussion of The Shallows: The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our 
Brains 

 
WEEK TWELVE 
Mon., Nov. 3 Discussion of topics for the research-based assignment (Paper 5); overview of 

MLA style and OWL (Online Writing Lab) website. 
Wed., Nov. 5  Workshop on effective incorporation of secondary sources 
Fri., Nov. 7  Research tutorial (Computer Lab at Tutwiler Library) 
 
WEEK THIRTEEN 
Mon., Nov. 10  Workshop on citing sources using MLA style  
Wed., Nov. 12  In-class workshop on Assignment 5 
Fri., Nov. 14  Submission of Assignment 5 drafts via e-mail (class will not meet) 
 
WEEK FOURTEEN 
Mon., Nov. 17 In-class workshop on Assignment 5 
Wed., Nov. 19 Final editing and trouble-shooting for Assignment 5; Assignment 5 is due no 

later than midnight on Friday, Nov. 21, via e-mail. 
Fri., Nov. 21 Catch-Up Day 
 
Mon., Nov. 24-Fri., Nov. 28 Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
WEEK FIFTEEN 
Mon., Dec. 1  Exorcising Your Writing Demons: A Postlude 
Wed., Dec. 3  Last day of class; discussion of final exam 
 

Final Exam for EH 103-01: Monday, December 8, 11:00 AM-1:00 PM 


