
      
           
          

        
EH 213 - Honors Literature I 

 
Course Description 
This course, designed for students with high aptitudes for understanding and appreciating 
literature, uses a generic approach to the study of significant works of English, American 
and Continental Literature.  Qualified students enroll for English 213, and if they 
complete this three-hour course with a grade of “C” or higher, they qualify for EH 214 - 
Honors Literature II. 
 
Objectives 
 * To read selections from the various genres (Myths, Fables, Parables,  
  Fabulation, Short Stories, Poetry, Ancient and Modern Dramas); 
 * To acquire a basic understanding of the features of various genres; 
 * To acquire a working literary vocabulary; 
 * To understand the relation of the literature to the social, cultural, and  
  political milieu of its time; 
 * To learn how to explicate poems and analyze other genres; 
 * To gain experience in oral presentation of analyses and explications. 
 
Requirements 
 * Prerequisites:  2.5 average or better in English 103-104  
 * To read all of the assigned material and prepare written assignments as  
  directed; 
 * To read and prepare a written critical analysis of other works in the  
  genres studied; 

* To make a presentation of the analysis to the class and direct discussions 
of the works, if time permits; 

 * To participate in the discussions of the different works assigned; 



Grades 
In order to pass the course, a student must have an average of at least 60% on the  
graded requirements.  Grades of A, B, C , D, or F, are assigned according to the criteria 
stated in the catalogue.  Quality of both content and style influences the grade.  Lack of 
correctness will lower the grade considerably. 
 
DISABILITY 
Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for course 
participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing 
conditions.  Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at 
the beginning of the course. 
 
Assessment Day 
As a part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day is set aside 
each semester for assessment activities.  Although no day classes meet on this designated 
day, students are required to participate in assessment activities when they are called 
upon to do so. 
 
Code of Student Conduct 
Plagiarism or any other form of cheating or violation of the Code of Student Conduct will 
be dealt with according to the disciplinary procedures outlined in the Student Handbook. 
 
Course Requirement and Evaluation 
 * Class Participation - 5% 

∗ Quizzes on assigned reading - 10% 
∗ Exam 1 – 20% 

   Part Objective - Part Essay 
∗ Exam 2 – 20% 

Part Objective – Part Essay 
 * Final Exam - 20% 
   Part Objective - Part Essay 
 * Two Critical Analysis – 10% each 
   2-3 typewritten pages each 
   At least 2 secondary sources for each paper 
   Due Date - TBA 
   One letter grade penalty for each day a paper is late 

∗ A Class Report on one analysis - 5%  
 
Critical Analysis 
The papers should use MLA formatting when citing sources, creating works cited, and 
overall style.  This includes following standards for final copies, such as using Times 
New Roman as a standard font.  Characters should not exceed size 12, nor be less than 10 
in their final form.  Typed papers should be double-spaced.  The topic must be approved. 
 
There is a penalty of one letter grade each class day the paper is late. 
 



Absences 
 (1) A student missing over one-third of the scheduled class hours in a semester  
       cannot receive credit for the course.  This number includes excused and  
           unexcused absences. 
 (2) A student may miss (unexcused) the equivalency of one week’s class hours 
        before the final grade is affected.  (3-hour course = 3 unexcused hours.  4- 
          hour course = 4 unexcused hours, etc.)  Each ensuing two hours of absences 
        will reduce the final grade by one letter. 
 (3) Leaving class before the professor’s dismissal of that class will be counted as 
        an absence, unless there are extenuating circumstances. 
 (4) Any student arriving to class after the class has been in session 15 minutes 
will 
        be counted absent for that class period, unless there are extenuating  
        circumstances. 
 
 Tardiness 
 Any student entering class after the scheduled starting time will be considered  
 tardy.  Three unexcused late arrivals to classes will constitute one absence. 
 
 
Copyright Restriction 
 
Because instructional materials on the course website may be copyrighted, students may 
not download materials on the site to their desktops, laptops or PDAs, or alter or 
distribute any materials on the course site, unless clearly directed to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text      



 Literature:  An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, and Drama 
(8th Edition), X. J. Kennedy, Editor 

Custom, Tradition, Experience 
 
Short Stories: 
“An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” (513) 
“The Lottery” (254) 
“The Rocking-Horse Winner” (645) 
“The Open Boat” (197) 
“A Rose for Emily” (28) 
 
Poetry: 
“To An Athlete Dying Young” (1212) 
“Eight O’clock” (908) 
“The Second Coming” (1022) 
“My Last Duchess” (751) 
“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” (968) 
“The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner” (1213) 
 
Drama: 
Death of a Salesman (1877) 
EXAM #1 

Isolation and Communication 
“A Good Man Is Hard to Find” (405) 
“The Chrysanthemums” (245) 
“Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” (693) 
“A Clean Well-Lighted Place” (158) 
“Revelation” (416) 
 
Poetry: 
“The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1188) 
“To His Coy Mistress” (1225) 
“Daddy” (1239) 
“Because I Could Not Stop for Death” (1122) 
“My Life Has Stood-A Loaded Gun” (860) 
“I Heard A Fly Buzz-When I Died” (1121) 
 
 Drama: 
The Glass Menagerie (1951) 
EXAM #2 

Initiation 
“A & P” (14) 
“Greasy Lake” (128) 
“Barn Burning” (162) 
Poetry: 
Selections from Obscenities (to be provided) 



“My Son, My Executioner” (to be provided) 
 
Drama: 
A Doll’s House (1765) 
FINAL EXAM 
 
Class Report (8-10 minutes) 
The following information should be included in the report: 
       1. a very brief biographical sketch of the author that highlights the most  
  interesting personal and most significant professional accomplishments; 
       2. a brief summary of the work; 
       3. an in-depth analysis of the specific critical approach to the work. 
 
The student will make copies of a sentence outline of the report available to the class.  
The outline should be developed enough so that class members can return to it and regain 
an overall view of the subject.  A bibliography of primary and secondary works should be 
included at the end of the outline. 
 
The student should avoid simply reading the report, for a portion of the grade will be 
based on the effectiveness of presentation.  Following the report, the student will 
entertain questions. 
 
Quizzes 
Quizzes on assigned readings will be given at the beginning of class.  No make-up 
quizzes will be given.  If a quiz is missed because of an excused absence, no penalty will 
be assessed.  Excuses must be in writing, i.e., doctor’s excuse, etc., except in extenuating 
circumstances.  If a quiz is missed because of an unexcused absence, a “0” will be 
entered for that grade and will be averaged with other quiz grades.  The two lowest 
attempted quiz grades will be dropped. 
 
Exams 
Make-up exams will be given if the absence on a scheduled exam day is excused.  If the 
absence is unexcused, a grade of “0” will be recorded for the grade. 
 
THIS SYLLABUS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT THE PROFESSOR’S 
DISCRETION. 
 
NO CELL PHONES   NO TAPE RECORDERS 
 
   


