
EH 221: British Literature I, Spring 2016 

 

Course Description: Survey of British Literature from the Anglo-Saxon period through the 

eighteenth century: 3 credit hours.   

 

Objectives: EH 221 is designed to give students practice in the interpretation of 

literature and in the clear communication, oral and written, of those 

interpretations. The course aims also to expose students to a variety of 

literary forms—epic, drama, lyric, and biography—and to the 

interpretive and aesthetic issues raised by those forms themselves. In so 

doing, this course, like all courses in the humanities, exists to help 

students think more clearly about the world around them and man’s place 

within it. Finally, by exposing students to some of the masterpieces of 

British literature, the course acquaints students with a variety of texts of 

fundamental importance in the English-speaking world. 

 

Dept of Languages  *English majors will demonstrate a sound understanding of English and                   

& Lit. Outcomes: American literature. 

*The department will prepare English majors and minors for graduate 

studies or careers by enhancing their skills in written communication and 

critical thinking. 

*General education students in composition courses will improve their 

writing skills, as shown in their knowledge of grammar. 

*General education students will attain a basic knowledge of either 

American or British literature. 

 

Requirements: In order to document the quality of their work in the class, students will 

complete five assignments. Students will turn in two interpretive papers 

of 3-5 typed pages on virtually any aspect of any of the assigned texts. 

Students will also take a midterm and a final examination. In addition, 

students will take a series of quizzes on simple matters of plot in many of 

the readings assigned. Each of these requirements (with the reading 

quizzes averaged together as one grade) will comprise 20% of the final 

grade in the course. 

 

Evaluation: Quizzes will receive a grade on a 100-point scale (90-100=A, 80-89=B, 

   70-79=C, 60-69=D, 60=F); papers and exams will receive a letter 

   grade from A to F.  I average the resulting series of letter-grades on a 

four-point scale as follows:  A=4, A-=3.67, A-/B+=3.5, B+=3.33, 

B=3, B-=2.67, B-/C+=2.5, C+=2.33, C=2, C-=1.67, C-/D+=1.5, 

   D+=1.33, D=1, D-=.67, F=0 

 
Attendance: I will take attendance at the beginning of every scheduled class. Frequent 

absence can adversely affect your grade; students who miss more than  

one-third of all class meetings—for whatever reason—cannot pass the 

course. Students who are late on a given day must see me by the end of 

the day to have me change their absence to a tardy. (I cannot change an 

absence to a tardy after the day in question.) Two tardy appearances will 

count as one absence. Students who miss an assignment because of an 

absence must see me within one week of the date in question to discuss 



the possibility of making up the assignment. Students are responsible for 

any information that they may have missed due to absence. Papers will 

be marked off one letter grade for every day they are late.                   

 

Required texts: ●The Norton Anthology of English Literature, 9th edition 

 ●A hardbound, college-level dictionary 

 

Disability:                     Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will  

be made for course participants who require specific instructional and 

testing conditions.  Persons with such requirements must identify 

themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the course.   

 

Change of schedule: The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress and is 

tentative. The schedule is subject to change in content and scope at the 

instructor’s discretion. 

 

Academic integrity:     All students are expected to behave honorably in academic endeavors. 

Plagiarism or any other form of cheating or violation of the Code of Student 

Conduct will be dealt with according to the disciplinary procedures outlined 

in the Student Handbook.  

According to the Turnitin.com policy, “In an effort to ensure high 

academic standards, [UWA] subscribes to Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an 

electronic tool that can be used to educate students and faculty about 

plagiarism. Furthermore, the use of Turnitin.com can help prevent and detect 

plagiarism.” Furthermore, the policy states, 

The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic 

means to detect and help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking 

this course all course documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com. 

All materials submitted to Turnitin.com will become source documents in 

Turnitin.com’s restricted access database solely for the purpose of detecting 

plagiarism in such documents. Students may be required by the instructor to 

individually submit course documents electronically to Turnitin.com. 

 

Copyright: Because instructional materials on an electronic site may be copyrighted, 

students may not download materials on the site to their desktops, 

laptops, or PDAs, or alter or distribute any materials on the course site, 

unless clearly directed to do so. 

 

 


