
EH 231: American Literature I 

Spring 2015 

 

 

Course Description 

 EH 231 American Literature surveys selected works of American literature from the colonial era 

through 1865. 

 

Prerequisites 

 “C” or above in EH 102 and EH 104. 

 

Course Objectives 

 Students who successfully meet the requirements for this course should 

- become acquainted with American literary history from the colonial 

period through the national and romantic periods by the study of representative 

works in a variety of genres. 

- develop an understanding of characteristic themes and issues treated by American 

writers during this period. 

- develop an appreciation for the multicultural literary voices that make up our 

nation’s literary heritage. 

- understand some of the links between texts studied and their cultural, political, and 

historical contexts. 

- be able to research a literary topic and write a logically organized and well-supported 

analysis using MLA style. 

- gain experience and pleasure in reading, discussing, and writing analytically about 

short fiction and poetry. 

 

Department of Languages and Literature Student Learning Outcomes 

English majors will demonstrate a sound understanding of English and American literature. 

 

The department will prepare English majors and minors for graduate studies or careers by enhancing their 

skills in written communication and critical thinking. 

 

General education students in composition courses will improve their writing skills, as shown in their 

knowledge of grammar. 

 

General education students will attain a basic knowledge of either American or British literature. 

 

Course Content 

 From the earliest contacts between Europeans and Native Americans, the American experience 

has been marked by variety.  Diverse cultures, ethnic groups, and communities of belief have contributed to 

kaleidoscopic patterns of change.  Contemporary concerns with canonicity, with boundaries and margins, 

with the nature of our common history, and with the continuing question “What is an American?” will be 

explored in readings that present the United States’ rich multicultural heritage. 

 

 Several major themes will be explored during the first semester of American Literature.  The 

American Dream first emerged in the writings of the Italian and Spanish explorers, who traveled around the 

world in search of riches.  The allure of the New World to the first colonists was manifested in the promise 

of freedom from want, freedom of religion, and the freedom to build a new commonwealth.  The works 

produced in the nation’s first one hundred and fifty years of existence since the Pilgrims’ landing at 

Plymouth Rock clearly mirror the themes and concerns of the Enlightenment and the Romantic periods, 

both of which were flourishing at the same time in England. 

 

Course Text 

 Baym, Nina, editor.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature. One Volume 

 Shorter 8th edition. 



  

Grading Policies 

 Grades assigned in EH 231 are the traditional letter grades, with 90-100 being an A; 80-89 being a 

B; 70-79 being a C; 60-69 being a D; and 0-59 being an F.  A student’s final grade will be computed in the 

following manner: 

 

Exam I: 20% 

Exam II: 20% 

Final Exam: 20% 

Research  Paper: 20% 

Quizzes: 10% 

Journal: 10% 

 

 Grammar will always count in this course. Therefore, students who commit frequent grammatical 

errors will find that their grade reflects their negligent proofreading efforts.  Students will be penalized for 

turning in incomplete work.  Examinations will involve a combination of essay, matching, short answer, 

and quotation identification.  Quizzes will consist of ten content questions.  Quizzes cannot be made up.  

The student’s lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester.  REMEMBER:  Quizzes 

cannot be made up. 

 

Journal 

 The student will compose a 150-200 entry on one of the assigned stories or poems on one of the 

topics included in the syllabus.  Students should answer the question in the topic sentence and then develop 

that answer with specific references to the works (e.g., direct quotations and specific incidents from the 

works).   The journal must be brought to class each period.  If it is not brought to class on the day when 

journals are picked up, it will be counted late, even if it is brought to my office later in the day.  The grade 

will be dropped by one letter for every calendar day it is late.   

 

 The journal will be graded four or five times during the semester.  The journal entries will be 

judged on the quality of the student’s work, the seriousness with which the student has taken the 

assignment, the clarity and effectiveness of the student’s discussion, and the student’s use of Standard 

English.  University policies regarding plagiarism and academic honesty are applicable here. 

 

Tutorial Labs 

 EH 231 is a college-level reading and writing course.  Students who are having problems in this 

course may seek assistance from Dr. Brown or from one of the University’s tutorial labs. 

Research Paper 

Topics: For this assignment, the student should write on a work or works by one or more of the 

authors included in the course or on some intellectual movement that is relevant to an author’s 

works.  Students should confer with the professor before deciding on a topic.  You must write on 

the works that we read in this course.  You cannot choose a topic that you have written on in your 

journal or anywhere else. Remember: the critical paper is an interpretative writing assignment.  

You are to try to discern the author’s intention as you discuss theme, character, use of setting, etc.  

When writing about literature, do not use “I” or “you.”  The grade will be dropped one calendar 

letter for every day it is late.  

 

Length:  The paper should be 4-5 complete typewritten pages, double-spaced, with standard 

margins (i.e., 1” top; 1 ¼” right’; 1 ½” bottom; 1 ¼” left). Title Page and Works Cited Page must 

not be included in your page-count.  The paper should be typed in TIMES NEW ROMAN font 

size 12.  Use of other fonts and larger type size will result in grade penalties. 

 

Format:  The paper must follow the MLA Handbook in all matters of style and documentation. 

 

Number of Sources:  

- Aside from the primary sources, students must have at least three secondary sources.   



- A secondary source is an authoritative book or article written about a piece of 

literature.  Secondary sources do not include encyclopedias, study guides (e.g., 

Cliff’s Notes, Sparks Notes, etc.), personal Web sites, chat rooms, any supplemental 

essays included in your textbook, etc.   

- You should incorporate others’ views into your essay as support for your own 

opinions or as information to establish a foundation for your own ideas.   

- Do not rely extensively on lengthy quotations from the secondary sources.  Instead, 

summarize and paraphrase; quote primarily for emphasis or to establish the validity 

of your presentation of the sources’ ideas.  

- Direct quotations from any of your sources should be no longer than five lines (your 

lines) long. 

- You must list all of your sources in a separate Works Cited page.  Use the MLA 

Handbook as your guide.   

- You must submit both a hard copy AND an electronic copy of your paper.  You will 

receive a ZERO if you do not turn in BOTH an electronic copy AND a hard copy. 

 

Suggested Topics: 

1. John Smith and Pocahontas 

2. The faith and doubts of Anne Bradstreet 

3. Slavery in the poetry of Phillis Wheatley 

4. Blackness in the poetry of Phillis Wheatley 

5. Characteristics of Native American Literature 

6. Franklin’s Autobiography and the Enlightenment 

7. Thomas Paine and religion 

8. The Impact of “Common Sense” 

9. Poe and the detective story 

10. Your idea (with Dr. Brown’s approval, of course) 

 

Attendance 

 Students are expected to attend all classes unless illness or some emergency prevents 

their doing so; absences should be discussed with the instructor.  University of West Alabama 

policy requires attendance at two-thirds of the class meetings in order to receive credit for the 

course.  Because of short class periods, students are strongly encouraged to be on time for class.  

Three tardies will result in one absence.  Any student who misses fifteen minutes or more will 

receive no credit for the day.  It is the student’s responsibility to present excuses for absences and 

arrange for make-up work. 

 

Academic Conduct 

 In all work done for this course, the student is expected to observe university policies 

regarding plagiarism and academic honesty; the academic misconduct policies of the University of 

West Alabama as stated in the student handbook, The Tiger Paw, will be followed in this course. 

 

All papers will be scanned electronically through Turnitin.com. The paper should be sent 

to me as an attachment to an e-mail message.  The Turnitin.com policy states, “In an effort to 

ensure high academic standards, the University of West Alabama (UWA) subscribes to 

Turnitin.com.  Turnitin.com is an electronic tool that can be used to educate students and faculty 

about plagiarism.  Furthermore, the use of Turnitin.com can help prevent and detect plagiarism.”   

The policy also states, 

 

The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic means to 

detect and help prevent plagiarism.  Students agree that by taking this course, all course 

documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com.  All materials submitted to 

Turnitin.com will become source documents in Turnitin.com’s restricted access database 

solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents.  Students may be 

required by the instructor to submit individual course documents electronically to 

Turnitin.com. 



   

 

Any student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades during this course is urged to discuss this matter 

with the instructor. 

 

 

Disability 

 Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for 

Course participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing conditions.  

Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the course. 

 

 

Assessment Day 

 As part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day is set aside each 

semester for assessment activities.  Although no classes meet on this designated day, students are required 

to participate in assessment activities when they are called on to do so. 

 

Daily Syllabus 

 Nothing on the syllabus is engraved in stone; alternations to this daily schedule may be made at 

the professor’s discretion.  It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with assignments. 

 

 

Extra-Credit Writing Assignment for EH 231 & EH 232  
 

 Any student who wishes to raise any of the several grades on his or her journal may do so by 

finding a web site on one of the authors, poets, or playwrights included in the entries that were graded and 

writing a 300-word biographical paragraph on the writer.  The name of the writer and the web site, as a 

well as the address of the web site and the student's name, must be written at the top of the assignment.  

The student must be very careful not to plagiarize.  The penalties for plagiarism contained in the Student 

Handbook will apply to this assignment.  If the extra-credit assignment follows these instructions and is 

well-developed, comprehensive, and grammatically correct, the journal grade will be raised by one grade 

(e.g., D+ to C+, C- to B-; etc.).  If the assignment does not follow these guidelines, the student's journal 

grade may be raised a fraction of a grade (e.g., C- to C) or not at all.  The assignment must be handed in to 

the instructor within five days of receiving the journal grades except for the last one.  Any student who 

needs assistance with this assignment should see me during my office hours. 

 

Electronic Devices 

 All electronic devices, especially cell phones, must be turned off or put on silent before class 

begins.  If you are expecting an important telephone call, notify the instructor before class begins, and he 

will allow you to turn your phone on.   

 

                      



EH 231 American Literature I 

Daily Syllabus 

 

Jan. 12        Introduction to course; discussion of syllabus and class policies 

Jan. 14        “The Iroquois Creation Story,” 2-231; “The Story of Creation,”  (hand-out) 

Jan. 16                    Christopher Columbus, “Letter to Luis de Santangel,” 25-26); “Letter to Ferdinand and  

   Isabella,” (hand-out),” Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, “The Relation of Alvar Nunez    

   Cabeza   de Vaca,” 29-35. 

 

Jan. 19           DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 

Jan. 21                     John Smith, “A History of New England,” 69-72; “The General History of Virginia, 

    New England, and the Summer Isles,” 59- 69 

Jan.  23      William Bradford, “Of Plymouth Plantation,” 74-90 

 

Jan. 26        Anne Bradstreet, 119-123; Cotton Mather, “The Wonders of the Invisible 

                               World,” 151-155. 

Jan. 28                    “A Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson,” 127-143. 

Jan. 30                     Edward Taylor, “Huswifery,” 149; Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an  

                                Angry God,” 209-220. 

 

Feb. 2                      Examination I (Objective) 

Feb. 4                      Examination II 

Feb. 6                      Benjamin Franklin, “The Way to Wealth,” 236-242; The Autobiography, Part Two   

                                300-308 

 

Feb. 9                     J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer, 309-323 

Feb. 11                    Thomas Paine, “Common Sense,” 324-331; “The Crisis,” 331-336 

Feb. 13                    Thomas Jefferson, “A Declaration of Independence,” 339-344 

 

Feb. 16                    Phillip Freneau, all poems, 399-401; “To Sir Toby” (hand-out). 

Feb. 18                    Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, 355-366. 

Feb. 20                    Phillis Wheatly, “On Being Brought from Africa to America” 403; “To the University  

                                 of Cambridge, in New England,” 404-504; “To His Excellency General Washington”, 

                                 410-411.   

 

Feb. 23                     Washington Irving, “Rip Van Winkle,” 470-482. 

Feb. 25                      James Fenimore Cooper, The Last of the Mohicans, Chapter III, 485-491. 

Feb. 27                      William Cullen Bryant, all poems, 493-498. 

 

Mar. 1                        Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, all poems, 645-652. 

Mar. 5                         Examination I (Objective) 

Mar. 6                         Examination II (Essay) 

 

Mar. 9                        Nathaniel Hawthorne, “Young Goodman Brown,” 619-628. 

Mar. 11                      Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Minister’s Black Veil,” 636-645. 

Mar. 13                      Nathaniel Hawthorne, “The Birth Mark,” 645-656. 

 

Mar. 16                      Edgar Allan Poe, “The Raven,” 688-691; “Annabel Lee,” 691-692. 

Mar. 18                      Edgar Allan Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart,” 714-718; “The Black Cat,” 718-724.  

Mar. 20                      Edgar Allan Poe, “Ligeia,” 692-701. 

 

Mar. 23-27                 SPRING BREAK 

 

Mar. 30                     Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher,” 702-714.  

April 1                      Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Self Reliance,” 549-566. 

April 3                      Henry David Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government,” 843-848; Walden, 858-866. 



 

April  6                    Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, 819-829. 

April  8                    Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, 829-839. 

April 10                   Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 938-959 

 

April 13                   Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 959-990 

April 15                   Walt Whitman, Preface to Leaves of Grass, 1009-1023 

April 17                   Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself,” 1024-1035. 

 

April 20                   Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself,” 1035-1047. 

April 22                   Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself,” 1034-1047. 

April 24                   Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself,” 1047-1067. 

 

April 27                     Herman Melville, “Bartleby the Scrivener,” 1102-1128  

April 29                     Review for Final Examination 

 

FINAL EXAMINATION     

12:20  Class – Monday, May 4 - 11:00-1:00     



Journal Assignments 

 

 Jan. 16                 In “The Relation of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca,” the author makes it 

  Clear that the Indians he encountered had a very harsh life.  Explain. 

 

Jan. 21                The American Dream is the promise that anyone who is skilled and works  

  Hard can get rich in the New World.  Show how the American Dream is 

  Manifested in John Smith’s “A Description of New England.” 

 

Jan. 26                 Was Anne Bradstreet a “liberated” woman in the modern sense of the 

  word, or did she hold traditional beliefs regarding a woman’s place in 

  world?  Explain by referring to two of the Bradstreet poems assigned in 

  this course. 

 

Jan. 28                  Explain how Mary Rowlandson’s faith in God sustained her in “A 

  Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson.” 

 

Jan. 3                 For the most part, Edwards’ is “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 

  an appealing or a bleak view of the afterlife? 

 

Feb. 6                  According to Benjamin Franklin in “The Way to Wealth,” how can one 

  become rich? 

 

Feb. 11                Playing the Devil’s Advocate, Thomas Paine in “Common Sense”   

  presents several arguments from people who oppose separating from 

  England.  Choose one of these arguments and show how Paine proves the 

  argument to be false. 

 

Feb. 18                 What was it like to be transported on an 18th century slave ship, according to 

  The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano? 

 

Feb. 20                 Phillis Wheatly was, above all else, a religious poet.  Explain how she 

    viewed God by referring to at least two of the poems in the syllabus. 

 

Feb. 23                  How are women depicted in “Rip Van Winkle?” 

 

Feb. 26                   Select a poem by William Cullen Bryant that reflects his view toward  

                               nature. 

 

Mar. 9                   In the end of “Young Goodman Brown,” Brown loses his faith.  What 

    does he lose faith in, and why? 

 

Mar. 11                    In “The Minister’s Black Veil,” what was Reverend Hooper’s secret sin? 

 

Mar. 20                    What is the similarity between the males in “Annabel Lee” and “Ligeia”? 

 

Mar. 30                    What is the similarity between the murderer in “The Tell-Tale Heart” and 

      Roderick Usher in “The Fall of the House of Usher.?” 

 

April 1                    What are the defining characteristics of the true non-conformist in “Self- 

                   Reliance”? 

 

April 6                     In Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, describe Harriet’s daily struggle to 

      keep her dignity and self respect. 

 

April 8                     In Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, why was Mrs. Flint also a victim of  



         slavery? 

 

April 13                       Describe the process through which Douglass learned to read and write in Narrative  

                                    of the Life of Frederick Douglass. 

 

April 24                       Walt Whitman was a very controversial figure in the 19th century, and in 

          many ways, he still is.  What is one way in which “Song of Myself”  

                                     would still be considered to be a shocking poem? 

 

April 27                         What was the lawyer’s primary reason for being nice to Bartleby in 

          “Bartleby the Scrivener”? 


