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HR 100-01: HONORS FORUM 
Fall 2014 

Course Description: Required of all students entering the Honors Program unless permission is 
granted by the Honors Program director based on a student’s schedule conflicts or University-
related obligations. Combines lectures, cultural activities, and attendance at special events. 
Credit Hours: One (1) credit hour. 
Prerequisites and Course Standards: Verified eligibility for the UWA Honors Program; 
concurrent enrollment in or completion with a “C” or higher of one of the Honors versions of 
basic curriculum courses; or permission of the Director of the Honors Program. Anyone who 
chooses to enroll in this course is responsible for ensuring that (s)he has fulfilled all 
prerequisites. 
Course Objectives: HR 100 is designed to give students a general introduction to the Honors 
Program, to give students a taste of the cultural activities that are a staple of the Program, and 
to acquaint students with the academic experience that lies ahead of them as Honors students 
in their time at the University of West Alabama. This fall, we will be reading and discussing John 
Barry’s The Great Influenza, a sweeping account of the 1918 influenza pandemic and its effects 
on every facet of American life. Especially with global fears over an Ebola outbreak currently 
dominating the news, looking at how the influenza pandemic changed the way all Americans 
lived, worked, and participated in public life in the early twentieth century will give us insight 
into not only modern medicine but also basic human behavioral responses to the threat of mass 
annihilation. On a brighter note, you will also have the opportunity to attend campus events 
sponsored by the Sumter County Arts Council. 
Course Materials: You will need to maintain an active campus email account. Except for the 
book The Great Influenza by John Barry, all other course materials will be available via the 
course Blackboard.com site or as handouts. 
Evaluation: Students will write three (3) short papers (approximately 500-750 words). Two of 
these papers will review and critique two of the three required cultural activities; the third 
paper will be a response to a topic related to the course theme. Each of these papers will count 
as 30% of the final grade; the remaining 10% will be based upon the quality of the students’ 
attendance and participation in class discussions. Each paper will receive a grade between A and 
F, which count numerically as follows: A=4, A-=3.67, A-/B+=3.35, B+=3.33, B=3, B-=2.67, B-
/C+=2.5, C+=2.33, C=2, C-=1.67, C-/D+=1.5, D+=1.33, D=1, D-=.67, F=0. Students must turn in all 
papers to receive credit for the course. Papers should be submitted all at once via e-mail; these 
responses are due no later than midnight on Friday, December 5.  
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Absence Policy: Frequent absences can severely affect your grade, especially since we meet 
only one day a week. Students who miss more than one third of all class meetings—for 
whatever reason—cannot pass the course. Two tardy appearances count at one absence. 
Students who are late on a given day must see me at the end of the hour to remind me to 
change their absence to tardy; otherwise the record will indicate an absence. Missing more than 
50% of a class meeting will constitute an absence. Students are responsible for any material 
they may have missed because of an absence. 
Assessment Day: As part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day is set 
aside each semester for assessment activities. Assessment Day for Fall 2014 is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 21, and class will thus not meet on that date. 
Disability: Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for course 
participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing conditions. 
Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of 
the course. 
Honesty/Integrity: 
All students are expected to behave honorably in academic endeavors. Plagiarism or any other 
form of cheating or violation of the Code of Student Conduct will be dealt with according to the 
disciplinary procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.  
 According to the Turnitin.com policy, “In an effort to ensure high academic standards, 
the University of West Alabama (UWA) subscribes to Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an electronic 
tool that can be used to educate students and faculty about plagiarism. Furthermore, the use of 
Turnitin.com can help prevent and detect plagiarism.” Furthermore, the policy states that 

The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic means to detect and 
help prevent plagiarism. Students agree that by taking this course all course documents 
are subject to submission to Turnitin.com. All materials submitted to Turnitin.com will 
become source documents in Turnitin.com’s restricted access database solely for the 
purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Students may be required by the 
instructor to individually submit course documents electronically to Turnitin.com. 

A Special Note Concerning Electronic Devices: You should always remember to turn off all 
cellular/wireless devices when you enter the classroom. Once class begins, any student whose 
cellular device interrupts lecture/discussion by ringing, singing, rapping, barking, beeping, etc., 
will be asked to leave the classroom and will be counted absent for that day’s meeting. You may 
not talk, e-mail, or text on your device at any time during class—doing so will result in 
immediate expulsion from the classroom. In-class use of laptop computers must be related to 
discussion or an exercise assigned by the professor during a specific time frame.  Checking e-
mail, Facebook, or other social media sites during class is strictly forbidden, as is Tweeting.  
Students caught engaging in casual, unauthorized web surfing will be counted absent. 
Content/Schedule Change: The following daily schedule is tentative and may be changed at the 
professor’s discretion. A schedule that includes Sumter County Fine Arts Council events will be 
provided as soon as it becomes available. 

 
 

 
Daily Schedule 

 
Tuesday, Aug. 19 Introduction to course; explanation of syllabus policies0 
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Tuesday, Aug. 26 “Wherefore Art Thou Honors?”: The Role of the Honors Program in the 
University Experience 

  
Tuesday, Sept. 2 Discussion of Honors Common Book Experience: John Barry’s The Great 

Influenza 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 9 Film:  Influenza: 1918 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 16 Guest speaker: Dr. Mustafa Morsy, UWA Assistant Professor of Biology 
  
Tuesday, Sept. 23 The Great Influenza: Prologue, Part I (“The Warriors”), and Part II (“The 

Swarm”) 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 30 The Great Influenza: Part III (“The Tinderbox”) and Part IV (“It Begins”)  
 
Tuesday, Oct. 7 The Great Influenza: Part V (“Explosion”) and Part VI (“The Pestilence”) 

 
Tuesday, Oct. 14   The Great Influenza: Part VII (“The Race”) 
 
Tuesday, Oct. 21 Assessment Day (class will not meet) 
  
Tuesday, Oct. 28 The Great Influenza: Part VIII (“The Tolling of the Bell”)  
 
Tuesday, Nov. 4 The Great Influenza: Part IX (“Lingerer”) 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 11 The Great Influenza: Part X (“Endgame”) and Afterword 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 18  Guest speaker from the CDC 

 
Nov. 24-28  Thanksgiving Break, during which, of course, class will not meet 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 2  Last meeting: The Semester in Retrospect 


