
 

 

HR 200-01 

Honors Special Topics: Interdisciplinary 

“Deconstructing Deviance” 

Spring 2016 

 

 
 
Class Meeting Day, Time, and Location: Wednesday, 2:30-4:20; 119 Spieth Hall 
 
Class Contact: Instructors will use students’ UWA e-mail addresses for contact purposes 
throughout the term; instructors will also post announcements on the course Blackboard site. 
Students are responsible for checking their UWA e-mail accounts and the course Blackboard site for 
information pertaining to HR 200. 
 
Catalog Description: The UWA Undergraduate Catalog describes HR 200 as an “interdisciplinary 
course, team taught by faculty from the four UWA colleges, focusing on a historical period or a 
fundamental issue or theme. Prerequisites: sophomore status and Honors Forum with a “C” or higher or 
permission of the Dean of Liberal Arts. Two (2) semester hours. 
 
Course Objectives: HR 200 exists in order to give students an interdisciplinary perspective on 
modern issues that challenge or defy traditional singular approaches. This course also offers practice 
in the interpretation of texts and in the clear communication of those interpretations. Because of the 
exploration of ideas from several disciplines, HR 200 affords students practice in the synthesis of 
seemingly disparate concepts. Finally, the course exposes students to a variety of texts of 
fundamental cultural importance. 
 
Course Description: The Spring 2016 HR 200 course will focus on the theme of “Deconstructing 
Deviance.” Throughout human civilization, social norms have always served as a guide to behavior. 
Much of the time, those norms are arbitrary and differ by culture. Also within every culture, there 
are “deviants” – those who violate social norms. Who decides what is considered deviant behavior? 
This class will examine the determination of who is deviant and how societies have dealt with them. 
This includes being ostracized, the denial of basic human rights, and even torture and murder on 
racial, gender, and religious grounds. Further, why do some people purposefully become deviant? 
Historical and contemporary examples of deviance will be discussed via literary and historical 
readings, documentaries, and guest speakers. 
 
Course Reading Material: You are responsible for procuring your own text for this course; 
all other readings will be posted on Blackboard or distributed as handouts.  

 Stockett, Kathryn. The Help. 2009. (You may get a print copy of this book or an 

electronic one via your preferred bookseller.) 
 

Assignments: In HR 200, students are expected to complete each of the following assignments in 
order to receive full credit for this course.  
Paper 1   (3-5 page paper)    25% 



Paper 2   (3-5 page paper)    25% 
Discussion Posts       50% 
 
Evaluation/Grading: 
At the end of the semester, a student’s averaged grade will be reported as a letter grade: 
90-100 = A     80-89 = B     70-79 = C     69 and lower = D or F, as appropriate 
Any student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades during the course is urged to discuss this matter 
with the instructor(s). 
 
Absences and Make-Up Work 

 There may be situations—such as a university-related function—that cause students to miss 
class. Students should inform one of the instructors of the impending absence at least one 
class period in advance. Otherwise, attendance is required. Roll will be taken at the beginning 
of every class period. Excused absences are those resulting from such occurrences as illness, 
death in the family, required University activities, court appearances, and military obligations. 
Because this course meets only one day a week, three (3) unexcused absences during the 
term (beginning with the second class meeting) will result in a reduction of the final grade by 
a whole letter grade. Further penalties will accrue with more absences—at the instructors’ 
discretion. If the total number of absences exceeds one-third of the number of class 
meetings in the term, the student will receive an FA for the course. Since our course meets 
fourteen (14) days this semester, missing more than five (5) classes will result in an FA. Two 
late arrivals to class will count as the equivalent of one absence. Students entering class more 
than fifteen minutes after class has started will be counted absent for the day. Early 
departure from class without prior instructor approval counts as an absence.  

 Making arrangements for make-up work is the responsibility of the student, not the 
professor.   

Disability 
Reasonable accommodation accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for course participants 
whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing conditions. Persons with 
such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the course. 
Code of Student Conduct 
 All students are expected to behave honorably in academic endeavors. Plagiarism or any 
other form of cheating or violation of the Code of Student Conduct will be dealt with according to 
the disciplinary procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.  
 According to Turnitin.com policy, “In an effort to ensure high academic standards, The 
University of West Alabama (UWA) subscribes to Turnitin.com. Turnitin.com is an electronic tool 
that can be used to educate students and faculty about plagiarism. Furthermore, the use of 
Turnitin.com can help prevent and detect plagiarism.” Furthermore, the policy states: 
The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic means to detect and help prevent plagiarism. 
Students agree that by taking this course all course documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com.  All 
materials submitted to Turnitin.com will become source documents in Turnitin.com's restricted access database solely 
for the purpose of detecting plagiarism in such documents. Students may be required by the instructor to individually 
submit course documents electronically to Turnitin.com. 
As far as classroom conduct goes, you should always remember to turn off all cellular/wireless 
devices when you enter the classroom. Once class begins, any student whose cellular device 
interrupts lecture/discussion by ringing, singing, rapping, barking, beeping, etc., will be asked to 
leave the classroom and will be counted absent for that day’s meeting. You may not talk, e-mail, or 



text on your device at any time during class—doing so will result in immediate expulsion from the 
classroom. 
Warning:  
In this course, we will openly discuss sensitive and potentially discomfiting topics such as racism, sexism, genocide, 
institutionalized murder, religious persecution, various sexual practices, etc. If any of these topics make you 
uncomfortable, that’s understandable, but if you cannot be open-minded about them and discuss them objectively and 
from an academic perspective, then this class may not be for you. No intolerant or hateful speech will be condoned in 
this class. Further, the disparagement of another’s opinion will also not be tolerated. If you expect your opinions to be 
valued, then it is critical that you value the opinions of others.  
 
 

Schedule for Class Meetings  
(Specific readings will be assigned by the professors and/or posted on Blackboard) 

 
Wednesday, January 13:  Introduction to course; overview of syllabus. Lecture: “Defining 

Deviance” 
 

Wednesday, January 20: Lecture and Discussion: “Deviance in the Old Days” 
 
Wednesday, January 27:  Lecture and Discussion: “Mental Illness as Deviance”  

 
Wednesday, February 3:  Lecture and Discussion: “Pseudoscience” 
 
Wednesday, February 10:  Reading assignment: The Help; Lecture and Discussion: “Race as 

Deviance” 
 

Wednesday, February 17:  Lecture and Discussion: “Race and Literature” 
 

Wednesday, February 24: Lecture and Discussion: “Contemporary Racial Deviance”  
 

Wednesday, March 2:  Lecture and Discussion: “Persecution in the 20th Century”; Paper 1 
due no later than 11:59 PM on Friday, March 4, via e-mail to 
both professors. 

 
Wednesday, March 9:  Lecture and Discussion: “Sex/Gender and Religion” 

 
Wednesday, March 16: Honors Day – No Class 
 
Wednesday, March 23: Lecture and Discussion: “Psychology of Gender” 
 
SPRING BREAK: March 28-April 1 

 
Wednesday, April 6:  Lecture and Discussion: “Homosexuality” 

 
Wednesday, April 13:  Lecture and Discussion: “Deviant Sexuality” 

 
Wednesday, April 20:  Lecture and Discussion: “Deviant Sexuality” 

 



Wednesday, April 27:   Course Wrap-Up; Paper 2 due today no later than 11:59 PM via  
e-mail to both professors 


