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*ALL electronic devices are to be turned off during class!!!* 

*No Tobacco of any kind may be used during class!!!* 

 

Course Description and Objectives - This class will cover the history of the western world from the Reformation 

through the Second World War. The objective of this course is to provide students with a better understanding of 

past events, and how they relate to life in today’s world. For the successful completion of this course you will earn 

three semester hours. 

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 

This course will address the following departmental SLOs: 1) Students’ ability to produce written work that 

critically interprets historical data, and 2) Students’ ability to assess historical events through time.  

 

Course Materials - The text we will use is: Spielvogel, Jackson J., Western Civilization: A Brief History, Ninth 

Edition, Belmont, CA: Wadsworth /Cengage Learning, 2015. There are two supplemental readings: 1) Connelly, 

Owen, The Epoch of Napoleon, Malabar, Florida: Krieger Publishing, 1978; 2) Solzhenitsyn, Alexander, One Day in 

the Life of Ivan Denisovich, New York: Signet Classics, 1998.  There will be class discussions on all readings. There 

will be questions and an essay section concerning The Epoch of Napoleon on Test 2, and questions and an essay 

section concerning Ivan Denisovich on the final exam. 

 

Attendance Policy - I understand that there are problems and emergencies in life. Therefore, I am giving you three 

free absences! Use them wisely, for if you miss another (four in all) without proper written documentation, I will 

drop your overall course score one letter grade (ten points). Miss another three classes, and I will drop your grade 

another ten points, and so on until you fail the course. A roll sheet will be circulated at the start of every class, with 

the date, course and section number at the top of the page. IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO SIGN THIS 

SHEET IF YOU WANT CREDIT FOR ATTENDING CLASS.  Be warned that no one can sign in for you, and 

those caught signing the roll sheet on the behalf of others will lose one letter grade. If you miss a test, and do not 

have a legitimate documented reason for doing so, you WILL NOT be allowed to take a make-up exam. 

 

Tardiness - I believe that tardiness is disrespectful not only to the instructor, but also to the other class members. 

Any late comers will be subjected to harassment from the instructor, and if you are late more than three times, it will 

be counted as an absence. The instructor requires that all tardy students meet with him after class to discuss why 

they were late, and to record the late arrival on the roll sheet. Failure to meet with the instructor after class when 

requested, for any reason, will cause a grade reduction of five points for each instance, and students that habitually 

fail to comply with this request will be subject to disciplinary action. All of this counts toward the class participation 

portion of your grade. 

 

Disability - Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for course participants 

whose personal characteristics require specific instructional testing conditions. Persons with such requirements must 

identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the course. 

 

Class Conduct - Asking questions and providing meaningful discussion will enhance the class participation portion 

of your grade. Once in class, you are expected to remain in your seat until the instructor dismisses you, which means 

once class starts you cannot leave the classroom - especially during tests! There is to be no food or candy 

consumed during class time, but you can bring beverages if you like. 

 

 

 

Electronic Devices - They are to be turned off for the entire class period. If I see an electronic device of any sort, or 

if it makes any noise, these steps will be followed: First offense - 10 point grade reduction; Second offense - 20 

point grade reduction; Third offense - Removal from class and disciplinary action. If you are caught using an 



electronic device while testing, or if it activates in any fashion, you will automatically receive a zero for the exam. 

First offense means first offense; there will be no warnings. 

 

Honesty/Integrity - The academic misconduct policies of the University of West Alabama as stated in the student 

handbook, The Tiger Paw, will be followed in this course. 

 

Grading and Evaluation 
Test 1=30 points      A=100-90 

Test 2=30 points      B=89-80 

Test 3=30 points      C=79-70 

Class participation=10points    D=69-60 

Total - 100 points      F=59-0 

 

Tests - Your tests are formatted in the following manner: 

24 multiple choice (.25 point) 

12 dates (.5 point) 

12 selection (.5 point) 

1 slot essay (4 points) 

4 short answer essays (2 points each = 8 points) 

Total=30points 

Each exam will have questions from the lecture (50%) and from the Spielvogel textbook (50%), so do yourself a 

favor and read the textbook! If you miss a test, and do not have a legitimate documented reason for doing so, you 

WILL NOT be allowed to take a make-up exam. 

 

Course Schedule - We will try to maintain our schedules, however the instructor reserves the right to alter the 

itinerary at his discretion. 

 

Test 1 - Wednesday, 17 February 

Chapter 13-Reformation and Religious Warfare in the Sixteenth Century 

Chapter 14-Europe and the World: New Encounters, 1500-1800 

Chapter 15-State Building and the Search for Order in the Seventeenth Century 

Chapter 16-Toward a New Heaven and a New Earth: The Scientific Revolution and the Emergence of Modern 

Science 

Chapter 17-The Eighteenth Century: An Age of Enlightenment 

       

Test 2 - Wednesday, 23 March 

Chapter 18-The Eighteenth Century: European States, International Wars, and Social Change 

Chapter 19-A Revolution in Politics: The Era of the French Revolution and Napoleon 

Chapter 20-The Industrial Revolution and its Impact on European Society 

Chapter 21-Reaction, Revolution, and Romanticism, 1815-1850 

The Epoch of Napoleon 

         

Test 3/Final Exam - Wednesday, 4 May from 0800 to 1000 

Chapter 22-An Age of Nationalism and Realism, 1850-1871 

Chapter 24-An Age of Modernity and Anxiety, 1894-1914 

Chapter 25-The Beginning of the Twentieth-Century Crisis: War and Revolution 

Chapter 26-The Futile Search for a New Stability: Europe between the Wars, 1919-1939 

Chapter 27-The Deepening European Crisis: World War II 

One Day in the Life Ivan Denisovich 


