
Syllabus History 103: Honors Western Civilization I 

Fall 2013 

 

The longer you can look back, the farther you can look forward – Winston Churchill 

 

Look back over the past, with its changing empires that rose and fell, and you can foresee the 

future, too -- Marcus Aurelius 

 

History shows again and again/ How nature points up the folly of men – Blue Öyster Cult 

 

"Some seek knowledge for the sake of knowledge: that is curiosity. Others seek knowledge that 

they may themselves be known: that is vanity. But there are still others who seek knowledge in 

order to serve and edify others, and that is charity." - St. Bernard of Clairvaux 

 

Meeting Time: 1010-1100 MWF 

 

Course Description: An in-depth survey of Western Civilization until 1500. 

 

History is a story -- a story about us all.  The way we look at the world around us, our world-

view, is determined by our history.  We are the product of all the generations who lived before 

us.  History teaches us who we are by teaching us how we got here.  Therefore, the purpose of 

this course is to provide the student with the necessary information to understand the evolution of 

Western Civilization from the earliest times to the Renaissance.  Through discussing the various 

cultures that have contributed to Western Civilization, students will gain an appreciation of the 

diversity of our Civilization.  The best way to understand historical developments is to read and 

write about them, thus, you can expect a good amount of both in this course.  So that we may all 

learn from this class, active student participation is expected in a course that is, in essence, a 

seminar.  Your grade will be determined by how well you do on the various components listed 

below.  Absenteeism will adversely affect your grades. 

 

Credit Hours: 3 semester hours 

 

Prerequisites and Course Standards: 1.) ACT composite score of 22 or higher and an ACT 

reading score of 24 or higher; students must communicate in Standard English. 

 

Course Objectives: Students will gain an understanding of the past and its impact on their lives 

today.  Through the processes of reading, note taking, test taking, and seminar discsussions, 

students will improve their reasoning abilities and abilities to develop a logical argument.  

Therefore, the primary objectives of this course are to encourage the development of critical 

reasoning skills and to fulfill the university's mission statement of "assist[ing] its students in 

developing the important qualities of independent thinking and respect for the ideas of others." 

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

This course will address the following departmental SLOs: 

 



 – Students will produce written work that critically interprets historical data.  

 

 – Students will show they can assess historical events and developments through time. 

 

Course Content: 

 

Tentative Schedule of Lecture Topics 

 

DATE  TOPICS      PAGES 

 

Aug.    19 Historical setting of Gilgamesh  

  21 Gilgamesh      1-19  

  23 Gilgamesh      ix-lxi; 21-42 

  26 Gilgamesh      43-75 

  28 Gilgamesh      77-96 

  30  Historical setting of Republic 

Term paper topics due 

 

Sept.   4  Republic      vii-34 

   6 Republic      35-62 

.   9 Republic      63-96 

  11 Republic      97-126 

   13 Republic      127-61 

        16 Republic      163-92 

  18 Republic      193-220 

  20 Republic      221-50 

  23 Republic      251-76 

  25 Republic      277-303 

  27 Republic 

  30  Historical setting of On the Good Life 

 

Oct.   2  Good Life      7-48 

    Term paper bibliographies due 

   

 

   4     First Book Test 

 

   7   Good Life      49-116 

   9   Good Life      117-171  

  11  Good Life      172-227 

  14 Good Life      228-80  

  16 Good Life      280-355 

  18 Good Life 

  21     Historical setting of Hildegard of Bingen   

  23 Hildegard of Bingen     xiii-22; 60-84 



        25 Hildegard of Bingen     85-126 

  28 Hildegard of Bingen     127-51          

  30 Historical setting of Song of Roland  

   

Nov.   1   Second Book Test 

 

   4 Song of Roland     7-54 

   6  Song of Roland     55-80 

         8 Song of Roland     80-130 

  11 Song of Roland     130-56 

             13 Historical setting of The Prince 

  15 The Prince      xi-28 

  18 The Prince      29-61 

  20 The Prince      62-92 

 

  22   Term Papers Due 

 

 Dec.   2 The Prince      93-125 

   4 The Prince      126-58 

    

Dec.   11   Final Exam 8:00-10:00 

 

Topics may change or be compressed as time requires and as the needs of the class dictate. 

 

Course Requirements, Evaluations, and Gradings: 

 

Your grade will be determined by your success in the following endeavors: 

 

100 pts. for each book test     A – 530-477 

100 pts. for the final exam (necessary to pass the course) B – 476-424 

100 pts. for the term paper (necessary to pass the course) C – 423-371 

100 pts. for class participation    D – 370-318 

30 pts. for internet assignments    F – 317-0 

 

Book Test: Students will answer an essay question on each of two books for each book test.  

Students will have a choice of essays questions for each book. 

 

Final Exam: This will cover the last two books read as well as an essay covering the entire 

course.  

 

Term Papers: Each student is required to write a five-page, typed, double-spaced term paper.  

Topics must be approved ahead of time by the professor.  Students must have three references 

(each reference must be cited three times from different pages to be valid).  Dictionaries, 

assigned readings, and encyclopedias may be used, but they do not count as valid sources.  Only 

one internet source can be used toward the required number of sources.  The internet source must 



be “signed.”  For a useful guide to the assessment of internet sites, please see 

http://liblearn.osu.edu/tutor/les1/. All ideas not the student's must be endnoted.  Quotation marks 

do not count as endnotes, and endnotes do not count as quotation marks.  Endnotes are to be 

numbered sequentially and placed at the end of the paper.  The endnote pages do not count 

toward the five-page minimum.  All endnotes and rules of grammar must conform to the 

Turabian or Chicago Manual of Style format.  Students may access the Turabian Style guide via 

the library’s help page or at http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html.  Plagiarism of any kind 

will result in a grade of zero for this assignment.  Since this assignment is necessary to pass this 

course, plagiarism will result in the student failing this course.  For a fuller discussion of 

plagiarism, please see the presentation created by Ms Joyce Brannan of the Julia Tutwiler Library 

at the Library’s homepage under “Help” and then under “Writing.”  Further, the student is 

expected to read the university's statement on plagiarism under “Academic Dishonesty” in the 

latest General Catalogue.  The two most common forms of plagiarism are using the same or 

similar words as another to describe some historical event and, secondly, simply stealing another 

person's ideas verbatim.  The easiest ways to prevent the first type of plagiarism are to use 

several sources for the same or similar ideas; use notecards instead of simply composing the 

paper directly from a source to the paper; and revise the paper several times.  The way to prevent 

the second form of plagiarism is honesty.  The paper is due in class.  The student must turn in 

photocopies of all sources used in the writing of the paper in a manila envelope.  In addition to 

the actual pages used, the student must include a copy of the title page of the book(s) cited.  

Pages from the same source must be stapled together (do not staple all the sources together in a 

clump).  The student must submit the paper electronically by e-mail to me; in addition, the 

student must include a copy of the paper on computer disk in the manila envelope.  The student 

must write his or her name on the outside of the manila envelope.  Failure to turn in these 

photocopies will result in a reduction of one half letter grade and an incomplete until I receive 

these photocopies.  For each day the paper is late, the grade will be reduced by half a letter grade.  

Failure to meet the minimum length requirement, source requirement, or citation requirement 

will result in a reduction of one half letter grade for each infraction.  We will discuss this format 

at greater length in class.  Students are encouraged to keep a backup of their paper on at least two 

different computer disks and by emailing it to themselves. 

 

Class Participation: Merely attending classes will not ensure students 100 points class 

participation.  This is a seminar-style class.  Students are expected to answer questions and ask 

questions in class -- to continuously participate and contribute to the class. 

 

Internet Assignments: Each student will find a review or a discussion of  the books on the 

internet and forward this to me at rcs@uwa.edu as an attachment.  The student must write a one-

paragraph assessment of the site explaining why he or she found it useful for understanding the 

particular reading.  Each of the six reviews/discussions is worth five points.  These must be e-

mailed to me no later than 5:00 pm the day before we discuss the book in class.  This assignment 

is to encourage students to use the internet in the study of history and gain confidence e-mailing 

the instructor. 

 

Any student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades during this course is urged to discuss this 

with the instructor. 

http://liblearn.osu.edu/tutor/les1/
http://www.libs.uga.edu/ref/turabian.html
mailto:rcs@uwa.edu


 

 

Course Materials:   

 

The Epic of Gilgamesh, trans. Danny P. Jackson 2nd ed. (Wauconda, IL: Bolchazy-Carducci 

Publishers, 1997). 

 

Plato, The Republic of Plato, trans. Allan Bloom ((NY: Basic Books, 1968).  

 

Cicero, On the Good Life, trans. Michael Grant (NY: Penguin Books, 1973). 

 

Hildegard of Bingen: Mystical Writings, eds. Fiona Bowie and Oliver Davies (NY: The 

Crossroad Publishing Co., 1990). 

 

The Song of Roland, trans. Glyn Burgess (NY: Penguin Books, 1990). 

 

Machiavelli, Niccolo, The Prince trans. Leo Paul S. de Alvarez (Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland 

Press, 1989). 

 

Since this class depends on student discussion, students must buy these editions so we are 

literally "on the same page."  Students should take notes as they read the books, writing down the 

page numbers so the entire class can share in their insights. 

 

Difference between accuracy (fact) and truth:  An accurate state statement is one that can be 

factually proven, but, until that idea is placed in context and until it is analyzed and someone 

explains how that idea developed and its impact on later ideas and actions, it is not the truth.  

 

Absence Policy: More than two absences will result in a reduction of the class participation 

portion of your grade.  Tardiness and/or leaving class early two times will equal one absence.  If 

you miss an exam, you must present a written medical excuse or some other written excuse for 

missing the exam.  Without a written excuse, you may not make up the exam.  We will follow 

the attendance policy in the university catalogue. 

 

Disability: Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for 

course participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing 

conditions.  Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the 

beginning of the course. 

 

Content/Schedule Change: The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress in course 

subject matter and is considered tentative.  The schedule is subject to change in content and 

scope at the instructor's discretion. 

 

Honesty/Integrity: The academic misconduct policies of the University of West Alabama as 

stated in the student handbook, The Tiger Paw, will be followed in this course. 

 



Cell phones, pagers, etc.: Students must turn off all cell phones, pagers, and all other similar 

devices.  Students risk loosing a portion of their class participation grade if one of these devices 

“rings” during class.  Any student who looks at a cell phone, pager, pda, or similar device during 

an exam will fail that exam. 

 

eCampus: Students will gain knowledge and confidence in the use of the internet through 

participation in the internet assignment noted above.  In addition, students are free to e-mail the 

instructor with questions that arise outside of our time together in the classroom. 

 

Turnitin.com:  The University of West Alabama reserves the right to use electronic means to 

detect and help prevent plagiarism.  Students agree that by taking this course all course 

documents are subject to submission to Turnitin.com.  All materials submitted to Turnitin.com 

will become source documents in Turnitin.com’s restricted access database solely for the purpose 

of detecting plagiarism.  Students may be required by the instructor to submit course documents 

electronically. 


