
HY211-02 

Fall 2015 

 

Course Description: This course provides a general survey of United States history 

from the Age of Exploration through the close of the Civil War.  Major topics of interest 

include comparative European exploration and settlement, colonial economic and social 

development, the American Revolution, U.S. political institutions, territorial expansion, 

slavery and secession, and the Civil War.  We will move quickly, covering 

approximately 500 years of historical development. 

 

Credit: 3 Semester Hours (no prerequisites) 

 

Course Objectives: This course will introduce the student to the basic themes that 

characterize early history of the peoples and territory that came to comprise the United 

States of America.  These themes include--but are not limited to--social development, 

economic growth, cultural characteristics, race, and political institutions.  In addition, 

students will develop a basic understanding of the people and events that punctuate 

American history.  The course will also introduce students to historical methods and the 

dynamic nature of historical discourse   

 

Course Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs): 

 

This course will address the following departmental SLOs: 

 

  –Students’ ability to produce written work that critically interprets historical 

data.  

 

 –Students’ ability to assess historical events through time.  

 

Course Materials: 

 

All of the following are available at the UWA Bookstore.  Regardless of 

where or how you obtain them, you are responsible for acquiring them on 

time.  No allowances, extensions, or mercies will be extended in the case 

of shipping delays, purchasing errors, etc. 

 

  Tindall & Shi, America: A Narrative History, 9th edition (ISBN 9780393912623) 

 

  Brown, Clotel, Or the President’s Daughter (ISBN 9780679783237) 

 



  Gross, The Minutemen and Their World (ISBN 978-0809001200) 

 

Evaluation and Grading:  Students will complete three (3) timed exams, two (2) book 

reviews, and fifteen (15) weekly reading quizzes. Each examination accounts for 15% of 

your final grade, each book review accounts for 20% of your final grade, and the weekly 

reading quizzes account for 15% of your final grade. In addition, I may at my discretion 

have you complete in-class exercises, grades for which may supplant individual quiz 

grades. 

 

READING QUIZZES 

 

Each Monday, between the hours of 8 AM and 11:59 PM, you will via Blackboard 

complete reading quizzes. There will be fifteen of these in all, usually one each week, 

and each covers one chapter from the Tindall & Shi text. Collectively, they’re worth 15% 

of your final grade. Individually, however, each quiz is worth 1%. Once you begin the 

quiz in Blackboard, you will have 30 minutes in which to complete it, and you’ll be 

allowed three attempts at each quiz.  

 

I strongly urge you to complete these quizzes from one of the public computer labs 

available across campus. If you choose instead to complete them from your own 

computers, make sure your Java software is up-to-date and that you’ve recently 

restarted your machine. This will help avoid mechanical glitches. Do note, however, I 

won’t make allowances for technological problems that occur outside a campus 

computer lab. Also, I do not format these quizzes for use via mobile devices, so neither 

will I make allowances for problems completing them via cell phone or tablet.  

 

EXAMS 

 

Exams will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.  

 

“Short answer” require you to produce brief essays in which you will identify the given 

term and explain its historical significance.  “Lists” of facts and figures you’ve 

memorized are unacceptable; your short answers must instead be discursive. 

 

At the end of the class period immediately preceding each exam, I will provide you 

with a list of twenty to twenty-five (20-25) terms that may appear as short answers.  (10-

12) of those will actually appear on the exam; you will usually be asked to provide short 

answers for eight (5). 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 



 

You will produce written, analytical 500-word reviews for both The Minutemen and their 

World and Clotel. Further information about each review assignment will be provided 

later via the class Blackboard page. 

 

Schedule: 

 

 Book Review 1:   Sunday, August 30 

 

 Exam 1:   Thursday, September 17  

 

 Exam 2:   Thursday, October 22  

 

 Book Review 2:  Sunday, November 1 

 

 Exam 3:   Wednesday, December 9, 11AM 

 

Absence Policy: Attendance is mandatory and will be taken daily per university policy.  

A student must attend 2/3 of all scheduled classes in order to receive credit for the 

course.  See the UWA General Catalog for the attendance policy.  All un-excused 

absences from tests are counted as 0 points toward the final grade.  Excused absences 

are defined at the discretion of the instructor and may include documented illness or 

injury, court dates, official university business, and participation in university-

sponsored activities such as intercollegiate athletic competitions.  “Documentation” will 

be in the form of doctor’s excuses, court summons, etc.  Notes from your parents or 

friends or etc. are not acceptable.  Also, any absence that is foreseeable (official 

university business, intercollegiate athletics, court dates, etc.) must be cleared with me 

in advance.  

  

Classroom Decorum/Technology Use: This stuff is simple, really: Don’t bother people, 

don’t distract the professor, don’t cheat, and don’t come to class just so you can do other 

things.  

 

--Audio recording aside (discussed below), the only time I will care about technology is 

on an exam day. On exam days, technology is forbidden. Before the exam begins, I will 

require you all to surrender any electronic devices on your possession as well as any 

headsets, ear buds, hats, caps, or excessively large wristwatches. If you are caught 

wearing a headset during an exam, you will fail.  If you are caught texting during an 

exam, you will fail.  Basically, if you are doing anything “electronic” during an exam, 

you will fail. 



 

--There is no attendance grade for this class.  If you need to use this time to text and 

send emails, then don’t come. 

 

--Regarding laptops, you can type faster than you can write, so if you need to use one 

for note taking, fine.  This works for tablet devices also. 

 

--Tape recorders are forbidden, as are audio and video recordings made with your 

phones, etc. This is not because I’m ever going to do or say anything particularly 

exciting or controversial, rather it’s because those recordings do you no good. I want 

you to pay attention to me and engage with the lecture because if you’re just producing 

a stenographic record, you’re missing the point of the experience. You won’t learn 

anything from the recordings, and anyone who’s told you otherwise is just a liar.  

 

Disability:  The University of West Alabama strives to make its programs accessible to 

qualified persons defined as disabled under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 

and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Students who have special needs that require 

accommodation are responsible for notifying instructors in each course in which they 

are enrolled and appropriate staff members, who in turn will refer the student to the 

ADA Compliance Coordinator.  Following verification of the student’s status, the ADA 

Compliance Coordinator will work with the instructor or staff member in implementing 

an appropriate plan for accommodation of the student’s needs.  Supporting 

documentation of special needs from a licensed physician or other qualified 

professional will be required if deemed necessary by the Instructor or the ADA 

Coordinator.  For additional information, students should contact the Student Success 

Center, Foust Hall, Room 7, (205) 652-3651 or the Office of Student Life, Webb Hall, 

Room 311, (205) 652-3581. 

 

Note, however, that while I will of course accommodate all reasonable requests, I will 

not provide note-takers, copies of my notes, tutoring, and I will not allow audio- or 

video-recording of my lectures. 

 

Content/Schedule Changes:  The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress 

in course subject matter and is considered tentative.  The schedule is subject to change 

in content and scope at the instructor’s discretion.  The instructor will make corrections 

or changes to the syllabus as needed and will announce any changes in class. 

 

Should university officials need to suspend campus operations for any reason, and if 

said closures effect scheduled class meetings and/or assignment due dates, the course 

will proceed uninterrupted through alternate means. In such circumstances, I will 



contact you through email with instructions for how we’ll proceed. 

 

Assessment Day: 

 

As part of the University’s plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day is set aside 

each semester (except summer semester) for assessment activities. Although no day 

classes meet on this designated day, students are required to participate in assessment 

activities when called upon to do so. Assessment Day for Fall 2015 will be Tuesday, 

October 20.  

 

Honesty/Integrity: UWA’s academic integrity policies, as publicized to all students, 

faculty, and staff, will be fully utilized.  Violations will be reported to the Academic 

Integrity Committee.  

 

The university’s academic integrity policies are published in the student handbook, and 

will be followed to the letter.  When I catch you, spare me any sad claims about “I 

didn’t know it was wrong.” 

 

Turnitin.com: Turnitin.com will be used extensively in grading your written 

assignments.  If you plagiarize, I will catch you.  Claims of “accidental plagiarism” will 

be dismissed for being the nonsense that they are. 

 

Cheating, in whatever form and at whatever time, will result in severe and crippling 

penalties—penalties I hope engender a deep sense of profound shame that haunts you 

for all time.  And to repeat, if you are caught in an academic integrity violation, do not 

waste your time claiming you didn’t know cheating was wrong. 

 

I will award an initial grade of zero (0) to any assignment that appears to have been 

plagiarized or is the result of cheating, and you will be reported to the university’s 

academic misconduct committee. 

 
 


