
SYLLABUS 
 

 

Course Number and Title: MU 100 

  

Date: Spring 2013 

  

  

Meeting Time: Section 02: 11:00am - 12:15pm T,TH (PH27) 

Section 03: 12:30pm - 1:45pm T,TH (PH27) 

  

Course Description: Provides opportunities to listen to representative 

examples of vocal and instrumental music with respect 

to function, medium and style; to develop discrimination 

in listening to music; to advance an ethical and artistic 

framework on the personal, local, Black Belt regional, 

national and global levels. 

  

Credit Hours: 3 Semester Hours 

  

Prerequisites and Course Standards: None 

  

Course Objectives:  Demonstrate knowledge of the terminology of 

music 

 Demonstrate knowledge of musical genres and 

styles 

 Demonstrate knowledge of musical forms and 

genres relative to historical context 

 Develop enhanced music listening skills 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the Fine Arts 

by the application of the creative aesthetic 

values of their areas of concentration to a 

variety of projects and artistic endeavors.  

 Students will be able to articulate an ethical and 

artistic framework for their continued 

development through the documentation of 

their creative process. 

  

Course Materials:  Kerman, Joseph. Listen, Brief Sixth Edition ; #2 pencils 

or equivalent for examinations 

  

Evaluation: Exam 1: Emphasis on basic music terminology and 

characteristics of musical instruments. 

Important composers in various periods of music; form, 

notation; voice types/instruments; the ensemble; the 

conductor; major soloists and ensembles; music and 

major composers of the Renaissance, especially the late 

Renaissance; Palestrina; characteristics of American 

Indian music; indigenous music of the Black Belt region 

Exam 2: Baroque musical style; Vivaldi; the cantata; the 

oratorio; J.S. Bach; Handel; Baroque instrumental 

music; the fugue; “Classical” style, form; the “Classical” 

symphony, sonata and chamber music; the “Classical” 

concerto and opera; Beethoven; music of the American 

colonies; characteristics of selected non-western music, 



emphasis Asian 

Exam 3: 19th century Romanticism; piano music in the 

Romantic period; the art song; the symphony and 

concerto in the Romantic period; program music; 19th 

century nationalism; Berlioz; Mahler; Italian opera; 

Rossini; Verdi; Wagnerian opera and the Ring Cycle; 

characteristics of selected non-western music, emphasis 

African; music of the United States post-colonial 

through 1920 

Exam 4: Impressionism; expanding tonality; Stravinsky; 

Atonality and Serialism; Schoenberg; Neoclassicism; 

20th century nationalism; Shostakovich; movie 

soundtrack music; music in media; music in the United 

States after World War I; improvisation throughout 

Western music history 

  

- Exam dates will be announced in class and (if 

possible) posted online. 

- Hats with brims or bills (such as baseball caps) 

may not be worn in such a way that they 

obscure the instructor’s view of students’ eyes 

during examinations. 

- All textbooks, notebooks, electronic devices 

and other materials not authorized by the 

instructor must be placed in a closed backpack, 

bag or completely under the student’s chair 

during examinations. 

- Prior to an exam, students may be required to 

relocate to alternate seats as specified by the 

instructor. 

 

Material for all extra credit exam questions may be 

found near the end of this syllabus.  

  

Grading: 

 

Each exam comprises 25% of the semester grade. 

Grades will never be scaled.  All exams will contain 

significant opportunity for extra credit.  Details 

regarding extra credit opportunities will be given in class 

prior to the first exam. 

Grading scale: 90-100% A; 80-89.49% B; 70-79.49% C; 

60-69.49%D; below 60% (59.49) F 

 

Each student must submit a completed “Student 

Contract” (found at the end of this syllabus) in order to 

receive a passing grade for MU 100. 

  A student who is absent from a test and 

requests a make-up examination must provide 

documentation that his/her absence from the 

scheduled examination was for a legitimate 

reason.  The make-up examination must be 

taken within three days after the students return 

to class. 

 An unexcused absence on an examination day 

will result in a grade of “zero” being assigned 

for that examination. 

 Any student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades 



during this course is urged to discuss this with the 

instructor. 

Attendance Policy: Regular class attendance is expected.  The attendance 

policy described in the UWA General Catalog will be 

strictly followed.  This policy states that a student cannot 

receive credit for a course if he/she does not attend at 

least 2/3 of the class meetings, regardless of the reason 

for the absences (a semester grade of “F” will be 

assigned). A student who is not present when roll is 

taken will be counted absent.  Should the student arrive 

late, it is the student’s responsibility to inform the 

instructor after the conclusion of the class in question.  A 

student who leaves class before being dismissed by the 

instructor will be counted as absent for that class. A 

student who is absent from class because of an excused 

school even must inform the instructor of the reason for 

the absence on the day the student returns to class.  

Failure to do so will result in an absence recorded for the 

day in question. 

Absence Policy: Absences may be excused by a faculty member and the 

student allowed to make-up work if the faculty member 

deems an absence legitimate.  A faculty member is not 

expected to provide make-up evaluation (test) for a 

student who is absent without legitimate excuse.  In the 

event that the student and instructor do not agree on the 

acceptability of the excuse presented, the matter will be 

determined by the dean of the college in which the 

course is offered.  The instructor or the dean may require 

the student to present appropriate documentation for an 

absence. (UWA General Catalog). 

  

Assessment Day: As a part of the University's plan to assess institutional 

effectiveness, a day is set aside each quarter for 

assessment activities.  Although no day classes meet on 

this designated day, students are required to participate 

in assessment activities when they are called upon to do 

so. 

  

Disability: Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA 

(1993) will be made for course participants whose 

personal characteristics require specific instructional 

and testing conditions.  Persons with such requirements 

must identify themselves to the instructor at the 

beginning of the course. 

  

Content/Schedule Change: The instructional schedule reflects expected class 

progress in course subject matter and is considered 

tentative.  The schedule is subject to change in content 

and scope at the instructor's discretion. 

Cell Phone Policy: Cell/smartphones, Blackberries, Bluetooths, pagers, or 

any other electronic communication devices must be 

turned off before the start of class.  Students are not to 

place or receive calls or messages during class time. If 

such a  device is visible at any time during an 

examination, a grade of 0%will be assigned for that 

exam. 



Honesty/Integrity and Copyright: The UWA Academic Dishonesty policy stated in the 

General Catalogue and the student handbook will be 

followed in this course. 

 

UWA reserves the right to use electronic means to detect 

and prevent plagiarism.  Students agree that by taking 

this course all course documents are subject to 

submission to <www.Turnitin.com>.  All materials so 

submitted will become source documentation in a 

restricted access database solely for the purpose of 

detecting plagiarism in such materials. Students may be 

required by the instructor to individually submit course 

documents electronically to <www.Turnitin.com>. 

The Copyright Law of the United States (Title 17 

U.S.Code) governs the making of photocopies or other 

reproductions of copyrighted materials, including 

course textbooks and workbooks.  The person making 

the photocopies and reproductions is liable for any 

infringement. 

 

 

 

 

Note regarding classroom presentations and procedure: 

The majority of class (exam) material will be presented via                                                                                                  

Powerpoint presentations.  However, these                                                                                                                       

presentations are not to be interpreted as being                                                                                                                

exhaustive: the instructor may elaborate on certain                                                                                                          

points and add additional information as he sees fit.                                                                                                         

This additional material may be presented via the                                                                                                            

classroom whiteboard, handouts, or simply by                                                                                                                  

traditional oral lecture.  The student is as equally                                                                                                             

responsible for this additional material as he/she is for                                                                                                    

the projected Powerpoint material. 

 

 
 

Final Exam Dates:      

 Section 2:  11:00am Wednesday, May 8 

 Section 3:  11:00am Tuesday, May 7 

 

                                      

Note: as per UWA policy, you must take the exam as scheduled for your registered section 

 

 

 

University of West Alabama final exam policies:  

 “A professor may not alter this schedule, either for a whole class or for individual students, without 

the express approval of his/her dean.” 

 “Students may request permission to reschedule one or two of their final examinations if they have 

three or four exams on the same day.  The student must submit a formal written request to reschedule 

an exam at least two weeks before the first day of final exams.  The request must be made to the dean 

of the college in which the course(s) is taught.” 

 

 



 
 

 

Copyright © 2012-13, Erik H. Larson, as to this syllabus, all lectures, projections, review materials, original 

handouts, online materials (if any) and exam questions.  Students are prohibited from selling (or being paid for 

taking) notes during this course to or by any person or commercial firm without the express written permission of the 

instructor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Important Ensembles, Conductors and Performers - material for extra credit exam questions 
    

Early Music Groups (sometimes called “Period Practice” or “Historically Informed Performance”) 

• English Concert 

• English Consort 

• Concentus Musicus Wien 

• Amsterdam Baroque Orchestra 



• La Chappel Royale 

• Handel and Haydn Society (USA)  

• Boston Baroque (USA) 

• Hanover Band 

• Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique 
    

Important Orchestras 

• Berlin Philharmonic 

• Vienna Philharmonic 

• Royal Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra 

• Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra 

• BBC Orchestra 

• London Symphony 

• London Philharmonic 

• Royal Philharmonic 

• English Chamber Orchestra 

• Scottish Chamber Orchestra 

• Boston Symphony Orchestra 

• Chicago Symphony Orchestra 

• Cleveland Orchestra 

• Philadelphia Orchestra 

• New York Philharmonic 
    

Some Important Opera Companies 

• La Scala (Milan) 

• Covent Garden (London) 

• Metropolitan Opera (“The Met” – New York) 

• Vienna State Opera 
    

Some Important Conductors   Some Important Performers 
• Phillipe Herreweghe (early music)  • Emma Kirkby, soprano (current/only early music) 

• Ton Koopman (early music)  • June Anderson, soprano (current/American) 

• Trevor Pinnock (early music)  • Jessye Norman, soprano (current/American) 

• Nikolaus Harnoncourt (early music) • Leontyne Price, soprano (recent/American) 

• John Eliot Gardiner (early music)  • Birgit Nilsson, soprano (mid 20thCent/Swedish/D) 

• Neville Marriner    • Montserrat Caballe, soprano (recent/Spanish) 

• Sir Colin Davis    • Renata Tebaldi, soprano (mid 20th Cent/Italian/D) 

• Simon Rattle    • Maria Callas, soprano (mid20th Cent/Greek-American) 

• Bernard Haitink    • Roberto Alagna, tenor (current/French) 

• Seiji Ozawa    • Placido Domingo, tenor (recent/Spanish) 

• Christoph von Dohnányi    • Jose Carreras, tenor (recent/Italian/D) 

• Claudio Abbado    • Luciano Pavarotti, tenor (recent/Italian/D) 

• Gunter Wand    • Enrico Caruso, tenor (early 20th Cent/Italian/D) 

• Marin Alsop    • Jussi Bjorling, tenor (early 20th Cent/Swedish/D) 

• Leonard Berstein (D) (D=deceased)  • Lauritz Melchior, tenor (early 20th Cent/Danish/D) 

• Eugene Ormandy (D)   • Vladimir Horowitz, piano (mid 20th Cent/American/D) 

• George Szell (D)    • Itzhak Perlman, violin (current/Israeli) 

• Sir Georg Solti (D)   • Isaac Stern, violin (recent/Russian-American) 

•             Carlos Kleiber (D)   • Jascha Heifetz, violin (mid 20th Cent/Russian/D) 

• Wilhelm Furtwangler (D)   • Yo-Yo Ma, cello (current/French-Chinese) 

• Arturo Toscanini (D)   • Mstislav Rostropovich, cello (recent/American) 
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UWA MU100 Student Contract 

 

 

 



 

 

Name printed clearly __________________________________________ 

 

Student (ID) number _____________________________ 

 

 
 

I understand that academic misconduct in any form will result in a failing grade for the 

assignment or exam in question, and that such misconduct may result in additional 

institutional intervention as outlined in the UWA General Catalogue and Student 

Handbook. 
 

 

 Initials of Student: ________________ 

 

 

 

I clearly understand the definition of “plagiarism,” and the UWA Academic Dishonesty 

Policy stated in the General Catalogue and the Student Handbook. 

 

 

 Initials of Student: ________________ 

 

 

 

I clearly understand the policies, practices and procedures as outlined in this syllabus 

through my own reading, and/or requesting and receiving explanation(s) from the 

instructor. 

 

 

 Initials of Student: ________________ 

 

          

 
 

 

 

You must initial and return this page to Erik Larson in order to receive a passing grade for MU 100. 


