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PL 100 

Introduction to Philosophy 

Fall 2008 
 

 

 

Office Hours:  10:00 - 12:20 Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 1:10  2:10 Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 

 Additional hours are available by appointment. 

 

Course Description:  This course covers the major philosophical ideas underlying 

humanity's understanding of itself, its civilization, and its values. 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

1. To introduce the student to philosophy as a discipline and give the student an 

understanding of the various fields within the discipline. 

2. To study the lives and writings of some major western philosophers. 

3. To present for discussion certain philosophical questions in order to increase the student's 

self-awareness. 

 

Course Materials: Soloman, Robert C. (2006).  The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to 

Philosophy.  Belmont, California: Thomson Wadsworth.  Lectures will include material taken 

from the text and other sources.  Students should plan to take careful notes as not all of the 

course material can be found in the text.  Because philosophy necessarily involves argument, 

students are required to participate in class discussions and will be graded on that participation. 

 

Course Content: 

 

1. Greek Philosophy (Thales through Aristotle) 

2. Epistemology (Decartes through Hume) 

3. German Idealism (Kant and Hegel) 

4. Modern Philosophy 
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Evaluation: Any student who is dissatisfied with his or her grades during this course is urged 

to discuss the matter with the instructor at the earliest possible time. 

 
Item Weight  Score Letter Grade 

Mid-Term Exam 30% 90-100 A 

Final Exam 30% 80-89 B 

Assignments 20% 70-79 C 

Class Participation 20% 60-69 D 

Total 100% Below 60 F 

 

Attendance and Absence Policies:  Attendance and promptness are expected and 

required.  In accordance with the General Catalogue, “A student cannot receive credit for a 

course if he/she does not attend at least two-thirds of the class meetings, regardless of the 

reason for the absences.” 

 

Make-up tests will be given only in those cases in which the student has presented the instructor 

with a University recognized excuse for the absence.  A make-up test must be taken within one 

week of the student’s return to class. 

 

Assessment Day: As a part of the University's plan to assess institutional effectiveness, a day 

is set aside each semester for assessment activities.  Although no day classes meet on this 

designated day, students are required to participate in assessment activities when they are called 

upon to do so. 

 

Disability: Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for 

course participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing 

conditions.  Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the 

beginning of the course. 

 

Content/Schedule Change: The syllabus reflects the expected progress within the course 

subject matter although the syllabus is considered tentative.  The schedule is subject to change in 

content and scope at the instructor's discretion. 

 

Honesty/Integrity: The academic misconduct policies of the University of West Alabama as 

stated in the General Catalogue and in the student handbook, The Tiger Paw, will be followed in 

this course. 


