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TEXT:   Richard T. Schaefer, Sociology: A Brief Introduction (eleventh edition).  McGraw-Hill, 2015. 

  

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Basic concepts, methods and theory of sociological analysis.  Examination of 

social structure, groups, culture, socialization, deviant behavior, stratification, race relations, population.  

Credit, three semester hours. 

 

DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Theory and Content: Students in Psychology and Sociology will be able to sufficiently synthesize 

theoretical knowledge in Psychology or Sociology. 

2. Research Methods: Students in Psychology and Sociology will be able to sufficiently synthesize research 

knowledge. 

3. Critical Thinking: Students in Psychology and Sociology will be able to think critically about complex 

major-related concepts/knowledge. 

4. Communication: Students in Psychology and Sociology will be able to communicate, express, and discuss 

complex major-related concepts sufficiently. 

5. Socio-Cultural and International Awareness: Students in Psychology and Sociology will show sufficient 

understanding of responsible citizenship, political issues, and ethnic relations. 

6. Continuing Education and Career Planning: Students in Psychology and Sociology will gain knowledge 

and understanding of continuing education possibilities and career options.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

1.  To understand the determinants and consequences of human social interaction. (SLO 3,4,5,6) 

2.  To gain an introductory knowledge of prevalent theory and research methods in sociology. (SLO 1,2)  

 

 COURSE OUTLINE 

 

TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION      APPROPRIATE READING 

1.  Introduction: What is Sociology?   Ch.1, pp. 5-24 

     

2.  Social Structure   Ch. 5, pp. 104-125 

 

3.  Culture    Ch. 3, pp. 57-74 

 

FIRST EXAM 

 

4.  Socialization    Ch. 4, pp. 81-98 

 

5.  Deviant Behavior   Ch. 7, pp. 153-174 

 

6.  Social Stratification   Ch. 8, pp. 178-201 

 

 

 

 

SECOND EXAM 

 



7.  Ethnic and Race Relations  Ch. 10, pp. 227-253 

 

8.  Population    none    

  

 

FINAL EXAM 

 

 

EVALUATION: 

The three exams will be a combination of multiple choice and true-false questions.  About 80% of the material 

on the examinations will come from class lectures and the other 20% will come from the text.  Each exam will 

have approximately equal weight in determining a final grade. 

 

 

GRADING SCALE: 

90 - 100 = A 

80 -  89 = B 

70 -  79 = C 

60 -  69 = D 

Less than 60 = F 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

The University of West Alabama requires that a student must attend at least two-thirds of all class meetings in 

order to receive credit for a course.  This means a student is allowed a maximum of 14 absences (excused or 

unexcused).  If an exam is missed, any make-up will be given at the convenience of the instructor. 

 

Class attendance records will also be used by the instructor to help make decisions on final grades in borderline 

cases. 

 

Attendance will be taken at the BEGINNING of the class period. A student will be considered present or 

absent based on whether he or she is in class at that time. However, efforts will be made to deal with 

extenuating circumstances. If someone enters class after attendance has been taken and wants to be counted as 

present, he or she must inform the instructor immediately after class. A reasonable number of adjustments of 

this type will be made as long as they are not excessive. 

 

POLICY STATEMENTS: 

 

1.  Grading:  Any student who is dissatisfied with his/her grades during this course is urged 

to discuss this with the instructor. 
2. Disability:  Reasonable accommodations in accordance with ADA (1993) will be made for course 

participants whose personal characteristics require specific instructional and testing conditions.  

Persons with such requirements must identify themselves to the instructor at the beginning of the 

course. 

3. Content/Schedule Change:  The instructional schedule reflects expected class progress in course 

subject matter and is considered tentative.  The schedule is subject to change in content and scope at 

the instructor's discretion. 

4. Honesty/Integrity:  The UWA Academic Dishonesty policy as stated in the General Catalogue and 

the student handbook, The Tiger Paw, will be followed in this course. 


