








Syllabus Physics 116  
 
Scope of Course: Physics 116 is an independent, 1 credit hour lab course normally taken 
parallel with PH 113. The lab course includes the experimental study of wave motion, 
sound, optics and selected experiments in quantum and nuclear physics.  
 
Lab Manual: The manual is locally published and is available in the bookstore.  
 
Prerequisites: This lab should be taken concurrently with the PH 113.  
 
Instructor: The lab instructor is normally a graduate teaching assistant. The GTA will 
notify you of his or her office hours and where they will be. The GTA is responsible for 
explaining the lab experiment, conducting the lab class, grading your written reports and 
keeping the records to determine your semester grade.  
 
Lab Goals: The goals of this course are to give you:  
 
Direct experience with the physical phenomena  
Experience in connecting the real world to concepts and theories  
An introduction to the art of experimentation and measurement  
 
Grading and Attendance:  
Semester grades are based on the individual grades for twelve (12) weekly experiments 
(60%) as well as your performance on the midterm (20%) and final (20%) examinations. 
Your attendance and actually doing all scheduled experiments is absolutely essential. 
Should you have a valid, excused absence, please arrange a time with your lab instructor 
to perform the make-up lab as soon as possible.  
 
Your grade for the weekly experiments will be assigned as follows: 50% data collection 
and performing the experiment, 35% lab report, and 15% quiz. A quiz will be given at the 
beginning of each lab meeting covering the information in the lab manual. You are 
expected to read the manual before coming to lab and be prepared to conduct the 
experiment. Written lab reports are due within one week of being performed. These are 
graded based on your ability to accurately perform required calculations, organize data in 
a clear manner, graph results when required, perform error analyses and state your 
conclusions. The general purpose of any lab report is to present the information in such a 
wav that it could be repeated by another scientist.  
 
Your overall grade for the lab will also include a grade for the midterm and the final 
exam. These will be conducted during your scheduled lab times in the middle and at the 
end of the semester. The exams will be experiment based and will require knowledge of 
each of the experiments you have completed. Your lab instructor will provide further 
details concerning the exams.  
 
 
 



Experiments:  
The schedule of experiments is posed at the entrance to the lab room.  
 
IMPORTANT STUDENT INFORMATION  
 
Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities are encouraged to register 
immediately with Student Development Services in the/University Center, UC 113. SDS 
will provide necessary academic accommodations privately to all instructors upon receipt 
of proper documentation. Regardless of disability, I would like to hear from anyone that 
may require a modification of seating, testing, or class procedure in order to make your 
learning as productive as possible. Please see me after class or during my office hours to 
discuss appropriate modifications.  
 
Complaint Procedure: If you have difficulties or complaints related to this course, your 
first action is to discuss them with the instructor of the class. If such a discussion would 
be uncomfortable for you or that discussion fails to resolve your difficulties, you should 
then contact the Chair of the Department of Physics, office OB201, phone number 824-
2481. If you are still unsatisfied, you should then discuss the matter with the Associate 
Dean of the College of Science, office MSC 207, phone number 824-6605. 
 
Academic Honesty: Students should refer to the UAH Undergraduate Catalog 2003-
2005 and the UAH Student Handbook 2004-2006 for details regarding academic honesty. 
Plagiarism and other forms of cheating are subject to penalties as outlined in the student 
handbook. 
 
 


